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seems have become question whether miracles 
prove the truth Christianity, Christianity proves the 
truth the miracles. many Christian minds the prin- 
cipal argument for miracles that they are part 
Christianity. They admit the need historical 
but, instead eyeing with suspicion, they find strong 
presumption its side. Their latent syllogism this: 
Christianity the true religion; Christianity carries with 
belief the Christian miracles; therefore, the Chris- 
tian miracles are true. The agnostic adopts the same 
minor premise, but, with different major, constructs his 
syllogism thus: Whatever religion requires belief 
miracles cannot accepted true; Christianity requires 
such belief; therefore, Christianity cannot accepted 
There third possible syllogism which the 
minor premise denied, viz.: Christianity the true re- 
the Christian miracles are irrelevant the acceptance 
Christianity. 
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Now, the argument the first syllogism legitimate 
should bear mind that does not interfere with 
old and solid reasoning that miracles prove the truth 
Christianity. simply, the superabundance evi- 
dence afforded Christian history, first finds Christianity 
true various grounds apart from miracles, and then in- 
fers the truth those miracles that inhere it. Nor 
this reasoning circle. One does not prove Christian- 
ity from the miracles and then turn round and prove the 
miracles from Christianity. Plainly, both are true, and 
logically connected, one can reason from either the 
other, provided the one taken the premise estab- 
lished independently the other. Now true that 
many believer has accepted Christianity because what 
is, and what has done the world; because meets 
the wants his nature, his soul; even because has 
been brought it, and breathed its atmosphere 
part his life. believer may never have investi- 
gated critically the evidence for miracles and may doubt 
his power may feel that they are very dis- 
tant and un-modern, but after all seems him that these 
signs and wonders are somehow bound Christianity. 
argues from Christianity miracles, and not from 
miracles Christianity. 

What now propose take one—the one—of these 
miracles, and show why Christian believers are justified 
accepting true without going into all the critical 
details historical investigation; other words, why 
the presumption their minds should strongly fa- 
vor the resurrection, and should remove all antecedent 
improbability from the Gospel narratives. find 
this true believers, will then ask, What should 
the mental attitude unbelievers toward the received 
records the resurrection 

Our first point that Christianity promises bless- 
resurrection all its adherents. one will dispute 
this asa matter fact. may asserted, however, 


that such promise, hope, incidental, not essential, 
Christianity. The reply obvious and ample, viz.: 
The resurrection believers—we say nothing now un- 
believers—is, throughout the whole history our relig- 
ion, completely and indissolubly interwoven with Chris- 
tian faith. not say that ought be—it zs. Not 
only does the New Testament man’s resurrection, 
but, matter fact, this faith and hope has always 
been prominent feature Christianity. From the Dor- 
mit Christo the catacombs down through all the ages, 
the liturgies and hymns and sermons the church, and 
all Christian life, social and solitary, speak but one voice 
the hope victory over death the resurrection. 
This Christianity, bearing the resurrection the dead 
its crowning triumph and its glorious hope, the only 
Christianity that know of. Now our argument this: 
Every believer Christ and Christianity, inasmuch 
believes future resurrection, ought find 
culty believing the past resurrection the Founder 
his religion: hard not believe it. This argument 
does not rest any particular theory the nature the 
resurrection. simply claims that all who look forward 
the resurrection men are bound, consistency, 
have open minds and ready belief towards the great past 
resurrection. any attenuate the future resurrection 
bodiless soul-existence, have say that their view 
not part actual Christianity, but their philosophy 
requires them hold it, they will, course, apply 
Christ’s resurrection also, and thus they may retain the 
shadow the argument, though without much its sub- 
stance. Actual Christianity holds bodily reappear- 
ance that some way preserves the identity the per- 
son. Hence the speculative difficulties the way be- 
lieving the future resurrection are vastly greater than 
the case the resurrection Christ. Putting such ques- 
tions aside, maintain that Christian has logical right 
even anticipate the truth Christ’s resurrection. 
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may leave historical investigation all questions re- 
gard the exact time and place and surroundings. 
may take the keenest interest discussing these points, 
but underneath all the strong presumption 
bility that some time, some place, and with certain 
surroundings, Jesus rose from death. need not 
ashamed say that easy for him believe the 
resurrection, and easy credit the simple story the 
Gospels. 

The whole case may illustrated well-known fact 
ancient history. Hannibal crossed the Alps with 
army. Livy says so, and Polybius says so; but they 
not agree details. Nor certain what pass 
crossed. The great majority modern readers are inca- 
pable criticising the ancient records the event, but 
from the subsequent course history which they have 
good reason credit, they conclude that must have 
crossed the Alps. Livy and Polybius had both been 
silent about it, their discrepancies were tenfold more 
serious than they are, should still know that Hannibal 
crossed the Alps some way and some pass. The 
surrounding history prepares our minds believe this 
even slight direct evidence. may the dis- 
cussion details, and determine, can, what pass 
marched, and even whether poured vinegar the 
heated rocks, and how many elephants lost, and on, 
but one would ask settle these questions before 
admitting the main fact. Further, one would say that 
ought take evidence the fact isolated oc- 
currence, wholly separate from previous and subsequent 
history. 

need not press this illustration extremes, but 
plain that may reasonably believe that Jesus rose from 
the dead, that fact harmonizes with subsequent history, 
without settling such questions why the tomb was not 
closed with well-fitting door, instead and 
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whether the four evangelists agree perfectly relating 
the circumstances, and whether any ancient uncritical rec- 
ord whatever would sufficient establish such fact 
modern court law. Now the subsequent history 
with which the resurrection Christ harmonizes, and 
into which enters constituent part, other than 
Christianity itself historical fact, and mighty force 
human and the fore-front that Christianity 
the future resurrection the dead. Why then should 
thought thing incredible that Jesus himself should 

are still considering the case those believers who 
not consciously rest their faith Christ and Christian- 
ity the miracles. They depend what called the 
“internal evidence,” from the nature and effects Chris- 
tianity, or, still more commonly, their own experience. 
are inquiring what their proper attitude mind 
towards the historical evidence the resurrection. 
have considered the presumption arising from single 
feature Christianity, the doctrine the future resur- 
rection men. ought glance some the other 
doctrines our religion and see how they also imply the 
resurrection our Lord. For our glance 
enough. 

Look, first, the divinity Christ. this disputed 
Christianity, our answer is, that are 
considering historical Christianity its main outlines, 
without hair-splitting discussion dogmas. The Chris- 
tianity history certainly includes the divinity Christ. 
Now that divine being living the earth should either 
not die return life after death, would seem the most 
natural thing the world. extraordinary evidence 
would required prove it. One might almost well 
expected quibble over the statement that the sun 
rose the resurrection morning that Jesus rose. 
this are not reasoning inacircle. true that the 
divinity Christ has been, and will be, proved his res- 
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urrection, but now have nothing with this any 
other argument favor the doctrine, except say 
that many them are drawn from sources independent 
the fact resurrection. The belief the doctrine 
the religious life the world. The shortest ar- 
gument the subject that remember have heard, 
and from man intellectual force, was this: Jesus 
could never Saviour were not divine.” 
would have been reasoning circle for him add, 
“it must that such Saviour, should die, would 
rise again.” 

The same general method reasoning might apply 
the doctrine Jesus the judge the world, his 
intercession, the whole doctrine and duty prayer, 
and the doctrine the Lord’s Supper, with its proph- 
ecy future coming, and its living presence the ta- 
ble. may thought that the atonement, the cardinal 
doctrine Christianity, does not carry with the resur- 
rection. little reflection will show that the atone- 
ment would have been failure found its untimely 
end the tomb Joseph. atonement one who 
remained under the power death would have been un- 
preachable. Let one imagine, can, the apostles pro- 
claiming Christ crucified Saviour, during the interval 
between the crucifixion and resurrection. The words 
Paul, “It Christ that died, yea rather that risen,” ex- 
press the true connection between the atonement and the 
resurrection. 

Let this suffice for aview the doctrines Christian- 
ity their relation the resurrection Jesus. Our 
claim is, not that they prove the historical accuracy the 
Gospel narratives, but that they afford the strongest pre- 
sumption favor it, and that one our day who em- 
braces Christianity for what to-day may legitimately 
anticipate that historical research literary criticism 
will invalidate the records the resurrection. 

Let indulge homely illustration. Sometimes 
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golden weddings the closets and drawers the newly 
happy pair are searched for the fifty-year-old marriage 
certificate. Sometimes discovered and sometimes 
not. Would any much distressed respecting the law- 
fulness the marriage, were not found? half 
century wedded life, with its intertwining with the lives 
many others, with its traditions and incidental records, 
ought pass for something. one would find fault 
with the historical science the logic the venerable 
couple they should say anxious searchers, Don’t 
trouble yourselves. The certificate must have been given. 
It’s all right.” 

The church has celebrated many centennials. 
old that begins hold somewhat lightly its early cre- 
dentials. But the records have not been lost. they 
are beyond minute confirmation, they are equally beyond 
invalidation. Christianity its present glory and power 
can afford smile the anxious searchers after certifi- 
cate the resurrection. 

II. Our plan requires consider, next, the proper 
mental attitude unbelievers towards the Christian belief 
Christ’s resurrection. not sufficient say that 
they ought believers. wish look the intel- 
lectual world is. There are many agnostics. They 
acknowledge the existence Christianity historic 
force, but not receive the true religion. Yet they 
believe religion—a religion without miracle, without 
prayer, without Christ, without God. How can ap- 
proach such religionists with evidences supernatural 
What common ground stand upon? Shall 
start with the blindly revolving nebula relig- 
ious instinct and try evolve logically the ideas 
Deity impersonal, Deity personal, and Deity incarnate? 
Such might the pathway logic yet subtle, 
but our object far humbler. shall content 
can induce agnostics havea sincere respect for the logic 
Christian believers though they not indorse it. For 
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this purpose may even advantage that they stand 
wholly outside the Christian circle. Let them look 
coldly they must, but rate impartially. Let them 
look upon Christianity with the same lack personal 
sympathy upon Mohammedanism, the polytheism 
ancient Greece. Our appeal, then, these cold, impar- 
tial, outside unbelievers this 

you, first, not reasonable and logical 
for men Christian believers evidence derived 
from the nature and power Christianity seen the 
world to-day, without going into any critical, historical 
investigations. You acknowledge certain religious feel- 
ing man, which often becomes one the deepest and 
most powerful impulses his life. Christianity has been 
found satisfy and guide practical way this deep re- 
ligious element. This religion seems the truest 
sense natural man. Those who become believers when 
mature life, so, great majority instances, be- 
cause they have observed its effects the lives others. 
This their practical logic, whatever may the divine, 
human, influences that lead them adopt it. Having 
once embraced Christianity, their belief strength- 
ened their experience. This new evidence often be- 
comes vivid and strong almost obliterate all other 
evidence. They have tried this religion. has carried 
them safely through dangerous crises and overwhelming 
afflictions. They love the Christian faith. They love 
God. They love Christ. They try obey the precepts 
Christianity, and they enjoy its comforts, hopes, and 
and the more they know these the more ar- 
dently are they attached their faith. their side 
great numbers are those who have been educated 
Christians from earliest childhood. the case these, 
the acceptance Christianity has been based al- 
most unconscious development substantially the same 
process reasoning; for every one knows that the most 
Christianizing influence the home consist- 
ent and winning example. 
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Now ask you point out wherein this acceptance 
Christianity illogical any way unreasonable. 
you say that such reasoning would make 
dans and Buddhists countries where these religions 
prevail? certainly would, and does; but the logic 
not fault. Logic general, and does not furnish its 
own premises. the absence Christianity the people 
are shut the prevailing faith. Hence missionaries 
are sent the heathen order that this sound logic may 
have true premises. And the strongest arguments mis- 
sion ground to-day come from the lives true Christians. 
agnostics you value evidence from the seen and pres- 
ent. Christianity was offered men the first century 
the evidence things seen and present. now of- 
fered largely evidence things seen and present, but 
very different things from ancient miracles. These evi- 
dences have been usually called distinction 
from the historical evidences. They might 
almost well called the Visible and Present Evi- 
distinction from Past Evidences.” You de- 
spise the past evidences. For that very reason ask 
you respect the present. 

The fact that certain past events have been super- 
seded, more less, their evidential value, does not af- 
fect their reality give them small importance. Take 
illustration from political history. The people the 
United States have been celebrating the centennial the 
adoption the Constitution. Does any one think stak- 
ing the existence and legitimacy the present system 
government any critical discussion the political acts 
hundred years ago? Yet one questions the real- 
ity importance those acts. convention really as- 
sembled and held memorable debates resulting the for- 
mation the Constitution. The Constitution thus formed 
was sent the states and received the assent one after 
another until last was adopted, and became now 
remains the supreme law the land. the beginning 
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this century all these facts were fresh the minds 
the great body the people; but during the last twenty- 
five years how many could found who knew cared 
know the These things have been all quietly 
taken for and taking things for granted next 
door forgetting them. 

All thisillustrates, though imperfectly, the case Chris- 
tianity. The forgetfulness the details its origin and 
early history has been prevented the diligent study 
the Bible. And this very diligence has, strangely enough, 
given such prominence the beginnings Christianity 
that some minds exalt unduly past evidences and forget 
the present. Christians have thus given needless offence 
your critical feeling, and given themselves needless 
doubt. The facts primitive Christianity are indeed 
the foundation our faith to-day, but the critical 
edge these facts not the foundation; and the point 
that now urge upon you that logical and every 
way reasonable hold fast those facts that have been 
incorporated into the system, though they may have lost 
large measure their evidential force. The value 
evidence depends the character and circumstances 
those whom addressed, and therefore liable 
change with every generation. the primitive believ- 
ers the evidence ran, You have seen,” “Our eyes have 
seen,” the facts the life, death, and resurrection Je- 
sus. runs, You have some record the evi- 
dence that satisfied the first believers, but, more than that, 
you have the system and power that have grown out 
the facts which they believed.” 

Now the great body Christians every name and 
sect believe that the resurrection Christ one the 
original and fundamental facts Christianity. Thata 
slain and buried Christ should never have risen from the 
dead, and yet should loved and worshipped the 
millions Christendom the ever-living Saviour, and 
the author and pledge the resurrection men, 
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historical impossibility. not ask you, agnostics, 
believe this, but you cannot fail see that this belief 
cannot uprooted criticising the records the Gos- 
pels. doing that you are merely calling question 
the evidence that was offered eighteen hundred years ago 
the people that day. You are behind the times. 
Confessedly your work, also, very much the dark, 
for you not know all the evidence that appealed the 
early Christians. Suppose you succeed undermining 
the evidence that has come down You have then 
merely proved that, far can discover, the early 
Christians were not justified accepting the resurrection 
Jesus fact. know that very many that time 
agreed with your position and refused their assent. all 
had done so, that would have been the end Christianity. 
would have died its birth. But did not die, and 
alive to-day great power; and prominent among its 
doctrines the resurrection. going destroy 
this article its faith, you must, other grounds than 
historical criticism, blot out Christianity itself, pres- 
ent religion. 

have one word more. Consider the hold that 
Christianity has upon the hearts believers its doc- 
trine the future resurrection. not ask you 
believe the doctrine, but only mark what comfort and 
relief gives view the awful fact death. 
certainly one office the true religion and 
therefore logical, and, what more, deeply human, 
cling that faith which binds the broken heart. 
has been often said that primitive religions are based 
imaginary wants and fears, and that fast those wants 
are supplied rational exertion and civilization, and 
those fears are proved groundless the advance sci- 
ence, the power religion has been weakened and its 
sphere narrowed. But there one great want and woe 
man that has not been lessened civilization. Men 
still die. average lifetime has been slightly extended, 
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fants are brought maturity, but all that are born, sooner 
later die. Civilization itself becomes slayer, and the 
provisions for production and traffic and travel and 
ure are often the terrific instruments death. More than 
this, man made sensitive civilization. His heart- 
strings grow tender from refined social life. But death 
rends this warm throbbing social organization grimly 
does the rudest savagery. The family find 

modern refined life shows what death is—the mother 
holding her cold babe pressed her heart, the husband, 
the wife, robbed the light and joy life. All this be- 
sides the solemn looking forward the dying one, whose 
dim hour dissolution, but extends back through the 


but the end sure larger proportion in- 


whole period serious thinking. The savage, whether 
to-day some far off day, knows little about death. 
Hence say that the religion to-day and civilized 
must meet the sad reality death comfort that 
strong and real. Christianity does this, addition its 
general consolations that apply all life’s hardships, 
its doctrine the future resurrection sealed the res- 
urrection its Founder. 

beg consider that man’s resurrection means 
more than simple renewal bodily life. That, itself, 
would give substance faith the immortality the 
soul, without which there religion. That, itself, 
supplants the shadows Platonic speculation realities 
human experience, and makes the soul-existence that 
follows death—so poorly called the “intermediate 
—seem real. But the Christian resurrection goes much 
further. means restoration and perfection,—social life 
restored and purified, earth’s sundered love renewed, 
earth’s wounds healed, perfect bodies, perfect souls, 
pain, sorrow. means the ideal life, the 
nal life,” which introduction. 
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“Have you forgotten,” you say, resurrection 
damnation, spoken your New Testament?” No; 
but need not dwell that black shadow bright 
glory—a shadow cast human unbelief. Christianity 
not responsible for the darkness which has come dis- 
sipate. the reception the Christian religion were 
universal, there would but one resurrection. And 
you think strange that Christians hold fast that 
this world death? may safely say that they will 
not give the resurrection until they are ready give 
all religion; and religion they will not give until 
they are ready quench the light and crush the hope 
their own nature. vain urge upon them that 
death harmony with the whole system nature. 
This only strengthens their conviction that Christianity 
above the present course Some them have 
heard the old Stoic teaching that death natural 
birth, but they have mind seek comfort trouble 
throwing themselves into the cold arms dead phi- 
losophy that has had suicide among its doctrines instead 
resurrection. 

drop the form address unbelievers, say, 
conclusion, that would not understood disparage 
the existing documentary evidence Christ’s resurrec- 
tion. Any one who takes the right spirit will 
struck with its abundance, its clearness, and naturalness, 
and beauty. believe that will the end time, 
independent source belief the resurrection, and 
through this all the supernatural Christianity. 
were all that necessary contained but one sentence 
declaring unequivocally that Jesus rose. But without even 
that, have tried show that the continued exist- 
ence Christianity would carry with belief the 
resurrection. Now when see and feel that this fact 
built into the very framework our faith, just con- 
stitutional article incorporated into the framework 
government, then can back those early testi- 
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monies Matthew and Mark and Luke and John, and 
enjoy the child-like simplicity the narratives, the trans- 
parent truthfulness their tone, the fidelity details, 
eye-witnesses, the pathos that interview with the 
supposed gardener, the thorough-going doubt Thomas 
—the patron saint modern sceptics—and all the rest 
that deepens and brightens the picture our minds 
those birthdays redemption. Even the seeming dis- 
crepancies may enhance our interest, showing that 
are reading buta part the evidence that hada manifold 
presentation the first believers. Reading the Gospels 
with such eyes—and Paul’s Gospel with them—we are 
safe from the terrors cynical criticism. the same 
time can heartily welcome literary, historical, and an- 
tiquarian investigation. Let minute and thorough 
possible. Let even unfriendly hands explore the foun- 
dations they will. They can more disprove the res- 
urrection than the authors the “Critical History 
America” can prove that our country was never dis- 
covered, and its Constitution never formed. This confi- 
dence have right tosurrender; yet, the great de- 
bate between faith and unbelief, possible misplace 
and abuse claiming for the external and historical 
evidences miracles certainty that belongs only the 
combined evidence the present and the past. 
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constant element every observation nature,” 
says Langel, “is that are the observing consciousness 
unconscious world. Among these outward objects 
trace similarities; classify them various like- 
nesses, one another. But can find nothing there 
that like the inward self. The farther this self carries 
its irrepressible surveys, its ordering conquests, the more 
opposes, all that meets, the point its own tena- 
cious unity. whatever name called, through 
whatever phases may run, feels that something 
else than plant 

What the source this difference? What that 
enables us, nay, compels us, speak ceaselessly self, 
consciousness, mind, and will 

Philosophy and religion have answered that 
not only faith, but sound logic required and justified such 
solution), That which constituteth thee what thou art, 
man, soul, active, intelligent, immaterial power, 
different from ordinary matter and force. Thy intelli- 
gence its intelligence, thy will its Through 
matter and force thou canst express thoughts, but this 
soul that entertains thoughts. Through thy material or- 
gans thou movest and actest, but the soul the feel- 
ing, the will, the knowledge, that starts and guides these 
actions and movements, laws that matter knows not, 
ends which all unconscious. Nay! though the 
elements overwhelm thee, the sea drown thee, the moun- 


tain crush thee, yet art thou greater even defeat 
than thy vanquisher. For thou alone knowest what 
done.” 

Such the lofty distinction, the unique prerogative, 
with which the attributes conscious mind invest its 
possessor. But these latter days all this would 
changed. The same tendencies thought that would ex- 
plain the phenomena life but more complex 
fined results the laws matter and motion, would in- 
clude the same physical theory the higher phenomena 
mind. 

Consciousness, these physical theorizers would tell us, 
but function matter, one its many modes mo- 
tion. Sensation impression onanerve. Hope, fear, 
and aspiration are but subtler vibrations the gray stuff 
within the skull. being mechanical autom- 
aton, which consciousness but accidental, inessen- 
tial accompaniment, each mental state being determined 
some physical change and governed some physical law. 
“The soul,” bluntly says Biichner, “is the product pecul- 
iar combination matter.” Will,” his view, “is the nec- 
essary result the strongest Maudsley describes 
memory as, “the organic registration the effects im- 
pressions the brain substance.” Ideas, according 
him, are formed the cerebral cells out the residual 
straction. 

Herbert Spencer tells that sensations, emotions, 
thought, are transformations heat, light, electricity, 
the brain-cells. 

Similarly says Professor Huxley, one 
The thoughts which giving utterance and your 
thoughts regarding them, are the expressions molecular 
changes that matter life which the source our 
vital phenomena.” And Professor Tyndall tells us, that 
“if the molecules the human body were gathered first 
hand from nature and put together the same relative 
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positions those which they occupy the they 
have the self-same forms and distributions motions, this 
organized concourse molecules,” inclines believe, 
stand before thinking being.” 

the result the physical theory 
mind. What now are the arguments that are supposed 
teach this view mind? First and foremost, the 
fact that mind never known exist except 
combination with material body organism, more par- 
ticularly with the brain and nervous system. 2d. The 
general fact, which such numberless illustrations are 
given, that the mental manifestations stand signifi- 
cant relations their physical supports. 

The soul without the brain, is, for earthly purposes 
least, helpless. dependent for its energies upon 
changes the body. proportion the size, weight, 
firmness, depth the furrows, and quantity phospho- 
rus the brain, does the intelligence vary. Through 
the whole series animal life there exists gradual eleva- 
tion intellectual power corresponding the increase 
the size and weight and development the brain. 
insane patients, there is, nine cases out ten, dissec- 
tion has shown, some disease, injury, loss the brain. 
anatomist, injuring the peduncles the cerebellum 
and certain points the brain, can make animal move 
constantly any direction chooses,—to right left, 
forward back, round and round. Similar aberrant 
movements from similar brain injuries have been noticed 
inman. Professor Ferrier, long and carefully con- 
ducted series experiments upon animals, has shown 
that all the principal sensory and motor faculties have 
special seats the middle lobes the brain, wherein 
they are localized, and that, artificial lesions, any one 
these powers may destroyed will the experi- 
menter; or, artificial stimulation the brain surface, 
acts and movements are produced such usually occur 
through the stimulus external objects and sense im- 
pressions. 
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Again, removing layer after layer the upper 
parts the brain animals strong vitality, such 
chickens and rabbits, their intelligence has been simi- 
lar degree reduced till, last, though still living, they 
seemed have lost all sense. But nourished artificial 
feeding, the brain has sometimes grown again, and, 
has redeveloped, the sense and mental activity the ani- 
mal has reappeared the same ratio. Malnutrition the 
left frontal convolution destroys injures the recollec- 
tion words. blow the head will not only momen- 
tarily destroy consciousness, but often permanently disor- 
der the mind. given Dr. Beattie, the patient 
lost all his knowledge Greek. case narrated 
Dr. Carpenter, youth had all knowledge the music 
had learned knocked out him blow the head. 
Attacks apoplexy, epilepsy, fever similarly disorder 
oftentimes the memory and the intelligence. Even when 
the brain remains apparently all its integrity, slight ma- 
terial disorders will injure the mind. Inflammation 
its substance causes delirium. Any considerable press- 
ure upon will produce unconsciousness; and very 
slight pressure, even that drop water blood, 
continuing for length time, may engender weakness 
memory loss mind. Contrariwise, there are in- 
stances the annals science which the accidental 
loss portion the brain gave musical faculty, un- 
known before; another case, attack cholera 
changed cross-grained, stolid man into one with lively 
fancy and literary capacity and, third case, injury 
the head brought back the recollection language 
used infancy but long since forgotten. 

And just the action the mind general depend- 
ent the state the brain, particular, there 
mental process which not accompanied preceded 
its appropriate physical process. That idea fancy 
arises save result some physical force expended 
producing it, fast becoming,” says Herbert Spencer, 
commonplace science.” 


view these facts, must not recognize, 
urged, that the brain machine which the energies 
heat, electricity, chemical affinity, and on, are con- 
verted into mental states? If, under certain conditions, 
motion transformed into heat, now know be, 
why may not, asks Strauss, transformed into sen- 
sation? The vibration the nerve and the sensation al- 
ways accompany one another. The chemical change and 
the thought are ever co-present the brain. Why not 
look upon them, then, cause and effect one another, 
opposite sides states one and the same 
What use there, the hypothesis the soul, call 
believe longer it? 

Such is, think, brief but fair presentation the chief 
arguments for the physical nature the mind. 
ilarities and close connections between body and soul, 
matter and mind, which are shown exist, are, in- 
deed, very striking, and worthy consideration and ex- 
planation. But the materialistic interpretation fails sat- 
isfy more than part, and that the minor part, the ele- 
ments the problem. There are differences, most note- 
worthy, radical, and irreducible, which put their veto 
upon any such explanation. 

Put the material the side the mental, and compare 
them. Compare the reasonings geometrician and 
the blackboard draws upon; the affection mother 
and the heat fire; the moral resolution rejecter 
bribes and magnetic repulsion; nay, take the simplest 
state consciousness and compare with the attendant 
oxidation tissue nervous vibration, and what wide 
and numberless incongruities separate them! Alex- 
ander Bain, his Body and Mind,” admits, Mental 
states and bodily states are utterly they can- 
not compared; they have nothing common except 
the most general attributes, degree and order kind.” 

The phenomena matter are outward; they may 
perceived simultaneously several observers, and 


their existence corroborated camera, thermoscope, au- 
diphone, and balance. The phenomena mind are in- 
ward, and can observed directly instrument and 
only one observer, the subject whose consciousness 
they occur. Matter has all the properties which fall un- 
der sense; visible, tangible, divisible, odorous, per- 
ceptible ear taste. The phenomena mind have 
neither color nor shape; they can neither handled nor 
tasted they are neither warm nor cold, odorous nor ino- 
dorous. Matter never aware its own changes. The 
essence consciousness that thus aware its 
changes. 

Physical phenomena have definite relation 
space; they have always certain dimension local ex- 
tended movement. Physical phenomena have also defi- 
nite relation other physical forces. consequence 
they are quantitative, and can weighed measured. 
The phenomena consciousness, the contrary, have 
definite relation space, but only time. They 
not have extension, but only duration. They are not 
quantitative, but qualitative. They can neither weighed 
nor measured with any approach scientific precision. 
speak thought square round, inch ora 
foot long, black white, weighing many 
pounds, would perfectly absurd unless were meant 
merely adventurous figure speech. The quantity 
every material substance and every physical force 
known can some form definitely measured refer- 
ence some conventional measuring unit. The reason 
why all kinds physical force are now regarded 
modes transformations the various motions mat- 
ter, that when one force disappears and another 
form succeeds, the quantity moving force still measures 
the same, will raise pound weight the same num- 
ber feet. 

Now, thought be, maintained the new school, 
mere transformation physical mere mode 


q 
| 


other transformations motion) terms motion, and 
ought find certain quantity thought the mind 
always answering certain receipt physical force 
ought able tosay how many foot-pounds this and 
that idea are equal to, and how many horse-powers 
thought shall get from philosopher day sup- 
plying him thirty ounces food ortwenty degrees 
heat transform. That this not unwarranted demand 
upon the scientific theory might illustrated the fact 
that few years ago scientific writer, holding the 
physical theory the mind, soberly argued scien- 
tific magazine that the question the mental equality 
the sexes was easily settled bringing the physical 
test, and would then seen that the masculine machine 
was adapted converting many more ounces food, daily, 
the average, than the feminine, and therefore the mas- 
culine mznd must superior feminine. But neither 
experience nor sound logic supports this view the meas- 
urability mind the sum physical force consumed. 
Were so, the elephant ought the superior man; 
and Barnum’s giants double intellectual calibre 
Emerson Martineau. Thought cannot measured 
any way units physical force. the mental 
life there element spontaneity which resists all 
calculation. The one the best modern 
expositors scientific laws, Frederick Papillon, says, 
not muscle. not dependent the outward 
stimulus. not limited the obedient transformation 
the force assigned it, into measurable amount 
but has sovereign power which exerts its 
own way and time, through series operations that es- 
cape all estimates their force and heat.” 

course, true that the degree impression 
the sense, is, certain degree, measurable. According 
the weight the body the feeling the pressure that 
gives. But what measurable here the impression 
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upon the material organ, not the mental cognition. These 
two must not confused; and when they are not, will 
always found that pure mental action never measur- 
able terms physical force. cannot measured 
either against definite, fixable quantity itself. 
means for measuring have ever been suggested. “No 
such means,” indeed, the late President Barnard, Co- 
lumbia College, has well said, “can conceived.” Was 
not with good reason, then, that consequence 
maintained, that thing which unsusceptible 
ure cannot and that thing which not 

The laws matter and mind are radically different. 
The law matter, inertia; the law mind 
spontaneity. The one moved, the other moves. The 
action the one always the effect some antecedent 
action, transmitter some force given it; but 
never properly speaking. Mind, however, has. 
such causative force and power initiation. 

Physical forces, again, correspondence with this ab- 
solute dependence upon their antecedents, are invariable 
their action. Under given conditions, they always act 
the same way, and cannot conceived having power 
act otherwise than they do. But consciousness, 
the contrary, distinguished its freedom. has the 
power choose; will not will; stop full ca- 
reerand deliberate; weigh opposing motives; strengthen 
some tendencies, weaken others; form decision and 
plan and bend all things around that. 

This moral freedom the direct testimony conscious- 
ness. all the phenomena consciousness are but 
modes motion, each necessarily and invariably follow- 
ing its unconditional movements mechan- 
ical toy played upon circumstances, then the universal 
consciousness freedom will deceit. must 
either brand such, find the physical theory the 
mind insufficient, incompatible with one the strong- 
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est all the intuitions which constitute our mental life. 

and possible more significant con- 
trast noted. Matter divisible. Physical forces 
are separable. cannot conceive any smallest portion 
either but that might further divided. material 
body, our own organism, g., but assemblage 
parts. Its unity but that the association and action 
its portions, not unity substance. But conscious- 
ness indivisible. not transmissible, even part, 
where, possible, certainly would be, viz., from the 
mother her child. The conscious self cannot conceive 
itself separable. You can conceive leg, 
any part your body being separated from you. There 
difficulty that. But you cannot conceive your- 
self divided into two persons, quarter 
yourself being taken off from you. The individual 
self has various memory, love, 
judgment. But these are not separable parts the con- 
scious self, but simply different aspects modes ac- 
tion one and the same conscious agent. The conscious 
self not compound, made certain attributes, 
feeling, understanding, and will, but the one self that 
feels, that understands and wills. man’s self nota 
collection sensations, series mental states, but 
himself, his one self, that observes, compares, judges, 
divides, unites these sensations; suppresses fosters 
these mental states; turns back upon itself refresh them 
reflect upon them; and judges previous actions 
states, plans concerning future ones. 

The materialists, however, tell that the self simply 
the brain, performing its functions; and the brain, 
know, simple continuous substance unit, but 
organ with multiplicity parts, infinity mole- 
cules. Some six hundred million nerve-cells, says 
Maudsley, are combined the cortex the cerebral hem- 
ispheres, and each cell itself composed countless 
multitude atoms. The mind, the physical theory, 
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far from being single spiritual being, the sum 
the properties and activities these innumerable parts, 
the last combination and effect the motions this in- 
finitude atoms. 

But how comes that these millions separate parts 
and actions, this host vibrations and consequent sensa- 
tions, possess that that such fun- 
damental fact all mental experience? The thorough- 
going materialist will probably answer, that this feeling 
conscious unity but illusion, that consciousness re- 
ally but series states, succession feelings. 

But the very idea consciousness involves something 
more. self-knowledge. If, however, the conscious- 
ness only succession feelings, impossible for any 
one this series feelings conscious the whole 
series itself, and equally impossible for each and all 
these separate members the succession have, self- 
knowledge, cognition the other feelings the series 
outside itself. Before succession separate, passing 
feelings can recognized succession, the various 
members must grouped together ina single thought, 
the receding members the procession must distin- 
guished from the approaching, and the flux the whole 
measured something that contrasts itself with this 
flux as, least relation this flux, unchanging. 
consciousness which was only succession could never 
aware itself. The condition self-knowledge, then, 
the belief ina unity and permanence our self, enclos- 
ing and underlying all the changes our mental states. 

Moreover, every particular process knowing and 
ment, must have the various manifold qualities the 
object, united comparison and classification into sin- 
gle whole. Now simplest synthesis, the knowing 
subject must have absolute unity 
might suppose the nerve-cells and cerebral centres 
smell united into one closed circle consciousness; 
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and the nerve-cells and cerebral centres taste, similarly, 
united entirely different consciousness within 
us,—it would impossible for compare and cognize 
odors and tastes different. can now only be- 
cause the consciousness which both present themselves 
one and the same. for two sounds, exceedingly 
shrill and exceedingly low one, compared and 
judged different, and yet classified belonging 
the general class sound sensations opposed sensa- 
tions taste smell, both these sounds must enter into one 
consciousness, and that, too, consciousness which also 
has remembered experience the other two classes 
sensations. the self, however, only aggregate 
successive, but reality discrete, states feeling; 
but the effect the combination and arrangement 
host nerve-cells other material particles,—how 
this singleness our consciousness How 
isit possible? There are four alternative hypotheses, each 
one which has been advanced one another theor- 
ist. Let either them satisfactory. 

(1) Shall suppose each one the material parts 
have separate consciousness, substantial individuality, 
and when thinking takes place, each atom material par- 
ticle entertain the whole thought? This seems 
the view that not few the scientific materialists (at 
least judge their language) incline to. Dr. Mauds- 
ley, g., distributes consciousness amongst the six hun- 
dred million nerve-cells which form the cortical layer 
the brain, and each particular cell seems regarded 
him the centre its own particular idea. Accord- 
ing this theory there host consciousnesses, 
selves, single man. follows necessarily that would 
impossible for this host separate consciousnesses 
have that sense single personality which each man 
feels. There would be, then, many separate thoughts 
and feelings the brain, each instant, there are at- 
oms, and place its present unity action, should 
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have endless anarchy. Comparison, judgment, will,— 
none these essential mental acts would possible, for 
they all imply centre single tribunal before which 
all sensations, feelings, and thoughts come; where all are 
brought into relation the single conscious subject, and 
simultaneously grasped ina single act knowledge, 
that their mutual relations may perceived, and the nec- 
essary decisions made. 

(2) Shall say, then, that the separate atoms, cells, 
parts possess themselves full consciousness, but that 
consciousness exists the parts merely element- 
ary potential form, grade too low allow self- 
knowledge, and that from the aggregation and interaction 
these rudimentary portions consciousness the full 
sciousness, properly deserving the name, somehow 
sults? This the view held Taine, Bain, Clifford, and 
the other advocates mind-stuff double-faced units,— 
material, when viewed objectively sentient, greater 
less degree, when viewed subjectively. 

But this view, consciousness and thought are made 
divisible things. The consciousness which results from 
the action all the parts, is, these parts themselves, 
parcelled out portions too small and rudimentary 
possess true consciousness. supposed that these 
parts possess each thema bit mind-stuff; subject- 
ive but only the lowest, hardly distinguish- 
able, grade sentiency, promise and potency mental- 
ity, but promise which not and cannot realized 
themselves. Imaginative speculation may, course, in- 
dulge the fancy that these separate unconscious parts, 
mere aggregation and closer knitting together, 
come single conscious self. But sober thought and 
sound logic such production the highest out the 
lowest, the indivisible unit out the many, the act- 
ive and discerning out the inert and the blind, mere 
juxtaposition and rearrangement, inconceivable. 
mere company separate conscious atoms cannot con- 
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ceived able have that unity consciousness 
which knows itself “I” and all its thoughts and 
feelings belonging that “I,” still less can aggre- 
gate originally unconscious atoms any new combi- 
nation come such self-consciousness. 

plurality parts may, sure, form unity the 
point view one who looks them from the outside. 
The two hundred parts watch have such unity, but 
the watch not and cannot unity cannot 
feel itself one being. For that conscious unit, that in- 
terior self-knowledge, there must bea real, continuous, 
inward unit, and human reason can never conceive that 
plurality separate parts, external one another, such 
exists every material body (except the ultimate sin- 
gle atom), can conceive itself conscious unity. Even 
the separate parts possess rudimentary sentiency, that 
does not help all giving the knowledge self and 
all one’s various states belonging that self, that 
involved consciousness. 

(3) then, impossible get unity consciousness 
from multiplicity atoms. escape this difficulty 
and yet avoid the spiritualistic explanation, Ueberweg has 
made the supposition that the subject feeling and 
thought structureless, indivisible substance, exist- 
ing the brain, capable sensation, and acting 
equally all directions. this, the ideational images 
lie embedded, and this structureless matter the vari- 
ous sensations received are united the unity con- 
sciousness. 

But the first place, anatomy and microscopic science 
have countenance lend this theory. The 
searches the physiologists tend rather make them 
believe the supreme importance and even necessity 
multiplicity and complexity the organ the mind, 
are have any order thought. Taine, his 
work says: “The more extensive the 
cortical matter the brain, the more elements has it, ca- 
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pable setting one another action, The more ele- 
ments has capable setting one another action, the 
more delicate repetition is. The brain, 
then, repeater the sensitive centres, and will the 
better fulfil this office, the more numerous the repeating 
elements which itself composed” (p. 176). 

Moreover, this hypothesis Ueberweg’s, supposing, 
does, indivisible, feeling, and thinking matter 
the brain, purely uncorroborated and, indeed, unveri- 
fiable hypothesis. Matter know it, divisible, com- 
posed parts, and exhibits neither feeling nor thought. 
This continuous, feeling, and thinking matter Ueberweg’s 
conception, formed arbitrarily putting to- 
gether contradictory qualities, taken partly from the realm 
mind and partly from the realm matter. jum- 
ble words rather than coherent thought, and bur- 
dened with all the difficulties the theory soul-sub- 
stance which would supersede, without any such ad- 
vantages should make preferred. 

(4) The only alternative left the advocates the 
physical theory the soul limit consciousness and 
thought single central particle, small indi- 
visible; for the central seat and substance the soul 
has magnitude sufficient multiple parts, its mul- 
tiplicity parts, have seen, inconsistent with its 
conscious unity, and should obliged seek centre 
that centre and could not stop until reached the 
indivisible atom. 

Not few philosophers and anatomists former times 
believed in, and searched for, some such indivisible 
atom point without magnitude, the material seat 
the soul. Descartes, for example, placed the pineal 
gland. recent years, the author the “Physical 
Basis Immortality” reduces the seat the soul 
single indivisible atom, located somewhere the depths 
the brain, where can receive impressions from all the 
other atoms the cerebral and nervous systems. 


But all the researches modern physiology and anat- 
omy unite disprove the existence any one point 
single particle which alone mental activity has its seat. 
The elaborate experiments Ferrier the localization 
brain-functions, which have acquired such celebrity, lo- 
calize only the motor and sensory functions, not the 
strictly intellectual function. Ferrier thinks proba- 
ble that the seat these higher intellectual acts 
the frontal lobes; but does not profess have any 
proof this. The functions these frontal lobes 
could not determined either the method electri- 
cal excitation that destruction. The removal 
the frontal lobes, found cause motor paralysis 
other physiological effects, but simply form mental 
degradation, which may reduced ultimate analysis 
the loss the faculty attention. The experiments 
Goltz and Brown-Sequard show that all the parts 
the gray matter the brain are indifferently and inter- 
changeably the instruments consciousness. When por- 
tions the cortex the anterior posterior lobes are 
lost removed, only reduces the general strength 
the mind; never takes away special faculties con- 
sciousness, such thought, judgment, will, comparison, 
and generalization. 

Professor Luys, though himself strongly materialistic 
his tendencies, admits this. far, has been found 
wholly impossible arrive exact statements the real 
constitution and topographical situation the field in- 
tellectual activity, properly all the con- 
scious functions were seated single point particle, 
the numberless cuttings and removals every possible 
region the brain, made the vivisectors their va- 
rious experiments the brain, ought long ago have 
brought the fact light, instead tending, they do, 
show that, reference thought and consciousness, 
all parts the anterior and posterior lobes, not the 
middle lobes also, act one. 

The Brain and its Functions, 181. 


find, then, detailed examination these four 
alternative hypotheses, that none them satisfactory. 
The conscious oneness the self can only understood 
recognizing the thinking being immaterial its 
sence. 

still further fact consciousness leads the same 
conclusion. consciousness affirms itself that 
one, does affirm its identity. cannot refer 
several simultaneous selves the multiplicity phenom- 
ena which perceive one and the same time, 
not refer several successive selves the manifold 
states which succeed one another upon the changing cam- 
era consciousness. refer all, the contrary, 
one and the same self which does not multiply itself with 
them and which remains they roll by, one possessor, 
observer and judge all, identical with itself throughout 
the long the intellectual life. Not only 
this personal identity, the affirmation conscience, but 
the necessary condition intellectual life. Without 
it, memory would impossible. For man can 
ber only himself, what has done, and what has 
been. Were not the self which remembered, the same self 
whose previous states were remembered, recollection 
would impossible. remember directly and actually 
what another has experienced, remember that you 
were not yourself but somebody else; that is, affirm 
and deny once identity—a plain absurdity. 

Personal and continuous identity then the condition 
memory. also the condition almost all judg- 
ments, and all inferences and reasonings. For them 
all, the course thought passes successively from one 
member another. One object proposition must 
held memory, while that with which compared 
observed. One judgment and logical step, least, (often 
long series them,) must recollected, while pro- 
ceed from the premise premises fix our minds upon 
the conclusion. 
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the mental subject were not really one, the simplest 
syllogism would impossible. think only the major 
premise and you the minor, get conclusion. must 
think both myself, and hold the two before consciousness 
conjunction, before the conclusion can inferred. All 
reasoning implies this identity the subject whose 
consciousness the successive steps the inference appear. 

Again, this identity and persistence the self im- 
plied our consciousness personal responsibility. 
Were not the same self which subsisted throughout the 
whole man’s existence, man would responsible 
for what did the past; our feeling personal re- 
spensibility for former actions would 
for one responsible, evidently, for what himself does, 
not for what another self did before his self came into ex- 
istence. 

this other consciousness dwelt his body, that 
more makes him responsible than dwelt thousand 
miles away. This identity consciousness 
tence personality is, then, one the most fundamental 
mental phenomena. 

Yet while the knowing self remains unchanged, the 
bodily organism continual state change; con- 
tinuous stream matter and force continually enter- 
ing and departing. seven years, said, every part 
removed. six months, nine-tenths the body, all 
its softer parts, are exchanged. the brain, the exchange 
still more rapid. Every slightest thought, are told, 
involves more less disintegration tissue. Now 
consciousness but mode motion these shifting 
atoms, successive transformations these successive mo- 
tions; there permanent spiritual being remaining 
through all these changes, whence this consciousness 
the identity and persistency the self, and this power 
memory, involved all reasoning, and valuable experi- 
ence? How can these distinct atoms that successively 
pass into and out the brain, bear mind what their 
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forerunners did, desired, planned? How that these 
various physical forces material particles that one after 
another rise for brief space into consciousness, like sea- 
water intothe white wave-caps,and then plunge down again 
into the realm unconscious matter, can remember what 
their predecessors felt thought, hand down their 
own successors the memory their experience 

has been said that, just line balls may transmit 
from one the other the same movement, may suc- 
cession substances transmit from one the other the 
same consciousness. But this fail grasp the true 
idea consciousness, viz., that continuity and 
identity. transmission the same stimuli causa- 
tive forces the successive particles brain-matter, sim- 
ilar states feeling thought might evoked the 
later substance the earlier. But these states would 
merely similar; never one and the same continuous 
consciousness. Each would and separate phe- 
nomenon, and could not stretch back tell anything, 
its personal experience, the past. 

Again, the illustration the scar the body has been 
adduced. spite all changes the constituent parti- 
cles, the scar remains for each particle takes 
the same position the particle that departs, and 
hence preserves the form unaltered. similar way, 
the brain, supposed, remembers. Each sensation 
thought makes material record the sensitive tablets 
the cerebrum, and when the present atoms, composing 
this record, disintegration tissue pass away, the new 
ones that replace them take the same position, and 
the character, and functions, and reactions the brain- 
cells the same. Suchan explanation may account for iden- 
tity shape, for identity external inspection, but sup- 
plies inward, identity. avails nothing explain 
that conscious identity the mind one and the same 
subject, that the thing here accounted for. Though, 
such physical renewal, modifications structure, pre- 
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serving traces past thought, might retained un- 
changed, still there needed intelligent agent read 
off these records. There needed continuing spiritual 
unity bind together this series separate conscious 
states. 

When try recollect past idea thought sen- 
sation, even granting that some material registra- 
tion form structure that the power revive the idea 
preserved, what that searches among the million 
impressions the cerebral storehouse the brain, and 
picks out any one called for random? What that 
sits judgment upon the names ideas that troop before 
us, and rejects this not the one sought for, and recog- 
nizes that the one desired? Can matter motion 
that? Whatever material registrations may exist the 
brain facilitate the processes memory, they are 
more sufficient themselves account for the mental 
act remembering and the knowledge have the 
past, than card catalogue library sufficient it- 
self give knowledge the contents the library. 
there librarian, reader, understanding intelli- 
gence, decipher, interpret, and comprehend the inscrip- 
tions, the catalogue but mass waste paper. 
the interpreting intelligence has persistent identity, 
but transient state feeling, called forth each 
fresh sensory stimulus, and then retiring, give place 
new state feeling, psychologists the modern 
school would have believe, then conscious 
ence, and none that progressive power and growth that 
come it, would possible. should help- 
less before the mental work required the green 
boy his first five minutes mammoth warehouse. 
should incapable rational thought, self-direc- 
tion, and progress, the automaton that repeats his one 
two mechanical movements whenever the string 
pulled, and then drops back his box, incapable fur- 
ther action till the string pulled again. 

VOL. XLVII. NO. 186. 
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The most elementary powers and properties the 
mind, then, its consciousness, its unity and identity, its 
powers judgment, memory, and freedom will, and 
our sense responsibility for our past,—all are 
cable transformations matter force. 
Still more are those higher attributes reason and 
the spiritual nature which glorify man. Consider those 
conditions pure mental action when pass from ob- 
jective regards and material impressions states where 
extension place exists longer for us. Such are the 
striking examples offered experiences intense plea- 
sure intense pain, fits engrossed reflection, and 
the strange phenomena ecstasy trance. these 
states there longer any place. The material world,” 
Bain well describes it, “is blotted out, eclipsed ;—for 
the moment unthinkable.” The soul, concentrated it- 
self, abstracts itself, were, from the body, leaves 
useless, and, launching into higher regions, seems 
strip itself all higher conditions. 

The information given the senses the outward 
properties things. The knowledge given experi- 
ence finite, confined the limited circle where our sur- 
vey alone can reach. But man has imagination, rea- 
son, that discerns the inner nature, the ideal relations 
things. conceptions the Eternal and the Per- 
fect, beyond all experience observation. has de- 
sires, instincts, ambitions, which point realities tran- 
scending anything this finite and earthly universe that 
know. Sensations may supply the raw material and 
occasions this higher knowledge, the lenses through 
which see. But through them discern something 
beyond them. disengage and purify the intuitions 
time and space, axioms geometry and number, laws 
logic, scientific postulates, primitive convictions cause, 
design, persistence, uniformity, divinity, which 
supply the eternal foundation beams alike all science 
and all religion. Scientific psychology itself has abun- 


dantly disproved the favorite simile Locke, that the 
soul birth asa sheet white paper, which cir- 
cumstances may write anything they may happen to. 
Rather are justified likening it, with Papillon, 
paper, whereon written from the first, sympathetic 
ink, dim marks and confused shapes which the fire sen- 
sation tints and brightens.” “In the soul,” says with 
much truth beauty, “dwells miniature picture 
the whole universe, and some mystic grace 
dream, were, that God himself. Thought consists 
becoming acquainted with all the details that picture 
little, and unfolding its meaning.” 

Thus not only the poet’s vision, but that the true sa- 
vant, reads sermons stones, the running 
brooks, which are not less, but more real, than the out- 
ward qualities which the boor alone sees. The scientific 
imagination unriddles the hieroglyphics nature, divines 
with prescient glance what only later ages, with long and 
hard drudgery, can prove. Before the facts required for 
demonstration have been but half found out, the method 
forefelt, the law surmised, perhaps rudely formulated. 
Empedocles anticipates Darwin teaching the doctrine 
development and survival the fittest. Democritus 
divines, long before Dalton Tyndall, the atomic consti- 
tution matter. Newton beholds his mental sky the 
law gravity, which long series calculations, 
last finds the planets actually answering. The laws 
and properties Plato’s conic sections, thought out 
logical deduction, unsuggested observation, are found, 
two thousand years afterwards, have been embodied 
from the first the heavenly bodies. Long before the 
investigations the physical realm the reasonings and 
analyses metaphysics began furnish their logical 
justifications, the religious intuition ancient seer and 
prophet revealed the divine oneness, and eternity, sub- 
lime intelligence and fatherly love the Infinite Power, 
and even the benighted mind the savage, spoke 
Great Spirit and life beyond the grave. 
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One more faculty still belongs the human spirit, 
which ought not forgotten, the moral sense, the in- 
stinct righteousness that commands the noblest our 
races absolutely. There faculty perhaps still no- 
bler than any yet mentioned, which prescribes man 
devotion, honesty, and virtue. imposes upon him suf- 
fering for the welfare others. sacrifices him,” the 
French philosopher, Margerie, has well said, his fam- 
ily, country, truth, justice. immolates him upon the al- 
tar truth and duty. Under the profound action the 
religious sentiment, subdues him, suppresses the revolts 
the flesh, triumphs over the most imperious instincts, 
and puts him, cheerful servant, into the hands his 
God. This moral law not derive from observation 
nor from experience. These tell The moral 
law tells what ought be,—the right, distinct from the 
fact, often quite contradictory it. Experience tells 
how may happy. The moral law tells how 
must true, pure, and good, matter what unhappi- 

The explanations the materialists and empiricists are 
often very ingenious, but these higher attributes the 
spirit are beyond the reach explanation any natural 
evolution production from the mere forces matter. 
What microscopic gyration atoms complex combi- 
nation neural tremors; what automatic sorting and 
packing away impressions into cubby-holes the brain, 
according number and what up-piling, re- 
fining, fusing the lower impulses matter and 
sense can account for such lofty attributes the mind, 
such sublime fore-reachings the reason? Only spirit 
within man, made the image the Creative Spirit, 
can explain these lofty faculties. 

The broadest contrast nature that between 
matter and mind. philosophical ignore deny 
this? Even the most prominent representatives ad- 
vanced speculation have admit that this contrast 
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reach gap across which bridge fact reason 
found. They who pass it, stronger sup- 
port than the wings imaginative speculation. Biichner, 
though out and out materialist, admits, nevertheless, 
that consciousness cannot explained from the physical 
relations force and Herbert Spencer asks, 
“Can the oscillation molecule represented con- 
sciousness side side with nervous shock and the two 
them. That unit feeling has nothing common with 
unit motion, becomes more than ever manifest when 
bring the two into juxtaposition.” Professor 
maintains what calls materialism.” Never- 
theless feels constrained say, Granted that defin- 
ite thought and definite molecular action the brain 
occur simultaneously not possess the intellectual 
organ nor apparently any rudiment the organ, which 
would enable pass process reasoning from 
the one the other. They appear together, but 
not know 

turn from English science German, may 
receive from its foremost representative, Professor 
Bois-Reymond, Berlin, still more emphatic testimony. 
the first feeling pleasure pain experienced 
the beginning animal life the most elementary crea- 
ture, impassable chasm was made, separating from 
the material world.” imaginable connection 
there,” goes ask, between certain movements 


certain atoms brain, the one hand, and the 


other, facts primitive for me, incapable farther defi- 
nition, beyond all possibility denial; facts like these, 
feel pain, feel pleasure, taste something sweet, smell 
the aroma rose, hear the tones organ, see 
something red, and the assurance just directly flowing 
Force and Matter. translation, Introduction, Ixiv. 
Psychology, 158. American edition. 
Fragments Science, 120. 
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from these things, ‘therefore The great German 
naturalist regards these two orders facts therefore 
incapable fusion unity, and the question the 
relation the two unanswerable. 

the testimony these eminent savants might 
add, had space, the similar declarations Helm- 
holtz, Donders, Johannes Miiller, Professor Allman his 
address President the British Association for the Ad- 
vancement Science, Professor Tait, Professor Ferrier 
the psychologist, and Professor LeConte the geologist. 
Even Taine, though advocating theory that matter 
and mind are but two aspects one and the same sub- 
stance, yet that the contrast between the two classes 
phenomena absolute one. 

have here, then, the most eminent leaders phi- 
losophy and science uniting recognizing the inerasible 
contrariety matter and mind and the inexplicability 
thought and feeling any combination material par- 
ticles, properties, forces. But the universal con- 
sciousness not only mankind general, but the most 
eminent thinkers who have specially examined this ques- 
tion, affirm such irreducible contrast between material 
and spiritual phenomena, why refuse believe it? Why 
credit theories that are incompatible with it? 
not evident what inconsistencies and incredibilities such 
theories lead to? 

have the first, there intervene any stage 
development, other elements than matter 
force, then the theory falls. must begin with matter 
and physical force alone, and say that all 
nomena and events are but their developments. These 
developments must then their results, the 
logical and perfect outcome the primal elements. 
Whatever laws thought higher instincts come out 
last, were laws and tendencies the primary matter, 
the world itself, awakened our brains conscious- 

Lange’s History Materialism, Vol. ii. pp. 310, 311. 
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ness. Our minds, thus, being produced the interaction 
and development matter, according fixed laws (those 
conditions always surviving the struggle for existence 
which best adjusted the inner conditions the 
alities), the result must true its beginning. Our in- 
tuitive convictions, least, should not errors. 
materialistic theory, then, these intuitions and laws 
thought ought make materialism our 
How utterly inconsistent that our natural belief should 
exactly the reverse! How incomprehensible this general 
trust man soul and free will! 

Man, say the materialists, only product matter, 
and this matter develops and turns out its results its own 
fixed, necessary laws. These results, then, must true. 
There has been free disarrange the necessary 
result the mechanical and chemical combination. Yet 
when this matter, length, wakes feeling and thought, 
and these motions and chemic combinations are trans- 
formed into consciousness, get from the conscious 
self, instead beliefs and instincts harmony with this 
material origin, the most stubborn and irremovable con- 
viction chasm, intellectually impassable, between it- 
self and that matter and physical force out which 
has just arisen. Why that this piece mechanism 
turns out constantly such awkward errors for the mate- 
rialist explain away 

thought really, are assured the material- 
ists that form physical force, developed simply 
the laws nature and strictly observing them, the 
laws thought being only the laws matter risen 
consciousness,—why does this force, soon becomes 
aware itself, protest vigorously against being degraded 
matter and mechanism, and declare that far from 
being the helpless effect physical changes, what 
decides, suspends, checks, and governs them? Here 
explicable, that would itself decisive against the 
reception the theory any consistent reasoner. 
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ARTICLE III. 


NOTES DR. RIDDLE’S EDITION 
INSON’S HARMONY THE GOSPELS: BE- 
ING CONTRIBUTION COMPLETE 
HARMONY THE GOSPELS. 


THE REV. CHARLES LEAMAN, THE PRESBYTERIAN MISSION PRESS, 
SHANGHAI, 


[Concluded from Vol. xlvi. 


THE GOSPELS ARE METHODICAL ANNALS. 


HAVING thus indicated the arrangement complete 
harmony, compared with that Robinson’s, let ex- 
amine into the results the chronological order the 
several narratives. Robinson remarks his introduction 
his notes: “In the Harmony, made 
solely according the probable sequence the events, 
and without assigning any preference the order 
either evangelist, this unexpected result has been brought 
out, namely, that the order both Mark and John remains 
everywhere undisturbed, with the exception four short 
passages Mark and three John; all which 
cases the reasons for change order are obvious.” 
this the editor remarks, The deviations from the chron- 
ological order Mark may reduced 
feast and the supper Bethany. “In John the devia- 
tions indicated above scarcely deserve the name, the first 
passage [the supper Bethany, John xii. chron- 
ological position. there was informal trial before 
Annas, John xviii. follows verse 24, and John xx. 30, 
merely comment the evangelist.” 
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Thus the chronological character John complete, 
even single verses that involve chronology, and that 
Mark really so, the only passages mentioned 
the editor reasons for change order are obvi- 
ous,” and not the least affect the methodical and 
chronological character his record. 

the arrangement many, perhaps most, recent har- 
monists, Luke’s narrative found more chronolog- 
ical. considering the chronological character the 
Gospels, only fair give the narratives the benefit 
the more chronological arrangements. found this 
way, shown particularly the arrangement given 
above, that the real and necessary changes which have 
any reference chronology Luke’s narrative are only 
four, follows: (1) Draught Fishes, 1-11; (2) Le- 
Feast, 29-30; (3) True Disciples, viii. 19-21; (4) In- 
cidents the Last Supper, xxii. these four, (2) 
the same Mark, and (4) can easily understood, 
and satisfactorily explained Robinson. So, there 
only remain passages, and these the reasons for the 
changes are apparent, and are not worth naming any 
way affecting the chronological order methodical char- 
acter Luke’s narrative. All the necessary changes 
Luke’s record seem for the same general reason 
that for the arrangement feast all the Synop- 
tists that is, Luke, being led the more general cur- 
rent association the events, either anticipates, 
Levi’s feast, returns mention important event 
which occurred earlier than the last mentioned. 

the visit Zacchzeus accepted, the above 
arrangement, then makes another change for the same 
reason just that is, after connecting events with the 
journey Jerusalem general way, returns men- 
tion particular and important circumstance which oc- 
curred earlier than the last mentioned. most, then, 
there are but four necessary and easily accounted for 
breaks the current narrative, and, the visit 
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Zacchzeus accepted, only five passages. But 
drews says Luke, that cannot see “by what princi- 
ple governed his arrangement.” And Robinson 
says, Gospels, and especially the first three, can 
sense regarded methodical annals.” But one, 
certainly, will suppose that the four, most five, pas- 
sages mentioned above, easily understood, affect the 
least the chronological methodical character Luke. 
Therefore Luke may placed with Mark, practically 
chronological; and Luke’s object write “in order,” 
seems abundantly verified impartial harmony all 
the Gospels, since there are more changes than these 
given which can forced the narrative necessary, 
and these, there are none which declare against this 
most methodical annal. 

Matthew there are five minor changes, which pre- 
sent difficulties and, like those Mark and Luke, 
not affect the chronological methodical character 
Matthew. 

(1) Matt. xxi. 17-19. The account the fig-tree, which 
given all together, the close the second day, 
place giving the order time, Mark. 

(2) xxvi. The feast Bethany, the same 
Mark. 

(3) xxvi. 31-35. The prophecy the dispersion the 
disciples, which, Mark, but read its connection, 
shown above. 

(4) xxvi. 69-75. The story the denials, which 
relates all together, the others, and does not necessa- 
rily refer chronology. 

(5) xxvii. 3-10. The repentance Judas,which most likely 
occurred the connection Matthew, that is, after 
our Lord’s condemnation before the chief priests and coun- 
cil, that morning hour, when saw Jesus about 
bound and sent Pilate. But the harmony does 
not read smoothly that place, and, for the reason 
above, may conveniently left the place given 
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Robinson, only understood that Matthew chron- 
ological, and Robinson not. 


MATTHEW IV. 58. 


Besides these changes, the reasons for which are appa- 
rent, there still this large portion which presents 
marks chronological order when arranged the 
harmony. This portion extends from Jesus’ first circuit 
Galilee, before the formal calling the twelve (iv. 23), 
the beheading John (xiv. 1), period eight ten 
months between Jesus’ first and third circuits Galilee, 
from about the time Matthew’s call the death 
John the Baptist. fact, may said covers the im- 
portant and vigorous part Jesus’ Galilean ministry. 

relating the events this period, Matthew seems 
have followed more the topical method arrangement. 
Robinson says: Matthew and Luke manifestly have some- 
times not much had regard chronological order, 
they have been guided the principle association 
that, them, transactions certain relations each 
other are not seldom grouped together, though they may 
have happened different times and various places.” 
This true Luke Robinson evidently viewed his 
narrative and harmonized it, but not true Luke 
all harmonized above, and only true Matthew 
this passage which has adopted the topical method. 
the use this topical method controlled more 
association ideas than time, but always writes 
one perfectly familiar with the events or- 
der time and place, eye-witness, not fearing that 
shall called question anything concerning 
his narrative. When states time confident, 
and the harmony shows that not contradicted 
any the others. And moreover, even this posi- 
tion, his narrative becomes important the arrangement 
the harmony time, most manifestly the ar- 
rangement Levi’s feast, that, notwithstanding that 


al 
} 


220 Harmony the Gospels. 


all the Synoptists, even Matthew himself, relate con- 
nection with his call, yet, from Matthew’s unerring 
count and peculiar method, can separate it, and fix 
its chronological order, without difficulty and without 
reasonable doubt (see Harmony). evident that 
time and place have their influence him the associa- 
tion the events, but chiefly influenced the won- 
derful person the Lord, and the wonderful character 
his ministry during this period under consideration. 
John impressed the divinity Christ, and tells 
God manifest the flesh, and Mark the gospel the 
Son God, and Luke the wonderful Healer, Mat- 
thew, especially this peculiar portion, tells Jesus’ 
wonderful teachings and powers and the opposition him. 
These seem form the three heads Matthew’s narra- 
tive, this portion, with the events under each, which as- 
sociation ideas, place, and time, the latter probably least 
all, brings his mind. 

The whole this portion, however, intensely natural 
and convincing, which partly from the methods show- 
ing the absolute independence But 
brings about great divergence from the others the 
order the events. Still not harmonize 
this portion with the other Gospels. Indeed, portion 
the harmony more easy certain than 
thew points regulates the harmony, fills out, and gives 
ita beauty and transparent truthfulness that beyond 
comparison and without Matthew’s independent and top- 
ical method, hard see how the accounts could 
otherwise naturally and effectively harmonized. 


THE PROGRESS THIS PORTION THE NARRATIVE. 


After the miraculous draught fishes, and the less for- 
mal call some the twelve, Matthew describes the 
first circuit Galilee, consequence which the fame 
Jesus “went throughout all Syria,” and the people 


came him great crowds from all quarters (iv. 24, 25). 
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Then Matthew naturally introduces the Sermon the 
Mount, which was addressed the crowds thus gathered 
(v. inclusive). 

Then relates the wonderful miracles which were done 
our Lord, beginning after the sermon with, And be- 
Healing Leper, The Healing the 
Centurion’s Servant, The Healing Peter’s 
Mother, and many others. Jesusthen crosses the lake, stills 
the tempest, heals the two demoniacs Gadara, and re- 
Capernaum. Then Matthew relates the healing 
paralytic, with which mentions his own call which was 
associated with it, and then passes tell the feast 
himself gave, although much later than the call, and 
then, afterwards, relate important events which oc- 
curred the feast were associated with it: the dis- 
ciples John come; Jesus goes with Jairus heal his 
daughter; the way heals woman; going from thence 
heals two blind men, and dumb man possessed with 
The narration this wonderful flow healing 
power 34) brings Matthew our Lord’s third 
circuit Galilee, after which sent out the twelve with 
particular instructions (ix. 1). 

These wonderful events are related succession, not- 
withstanding they occurred different times and various 
places sea and land, yet all nearly connected with Ca- 
pernaum, the centre Jesus’ ministry. All these events 
from feast (ix. are their chronolog- 
ical order, and relating them Matthew brought 
his narrative the close this period under review, 
just before about the time John was beheaded. 

Having thus related our Lord’s first popularity, his 
wonderful sermon the crowds gathered, and his won- 
derful works sea and land, down the close this 
remarkable period, Matthew then returns describe the 
effect John prison, when the rumors 
Jesus and his mighty works that early part his min- 
istry, shortly after the Sermon onthe Mount. John 
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depressed spirit and sends disciples inquire Jesus. 
Then the disciples John went their way, and our Lord 
began give instructions and reflections concerning John 
and his ministry. then naturally passes 
tions his own ministry and its reception Capernaum 
and the other cities, most his mighty works 
were done, because they repented not.” words 
probably are more the nature prophecy than re- 
flection the apparent attitude those cities that 
time, which then doubt was apparently favorable. 

All these events and reflections about John and his own 
ministry (xi. 2-30) are given Matthew their chrono- 
logical order, yet the whole passage inserted him af- 
ter the sending the twelve, when the harmony shows, 
regulated record, that the whole passage be- 
longs the earlier part the Galilean ministry. 

Having thus given the effect John prison and 
Jesus’ reflections connection with it, Matthew continues 
his narrative relating the effect the Jews and the 
great and persistent opposition our Lord met from the 
Pharisees and his own countrymen. And first, regard 
the Sabbath observance various Sabbath days 
(xii. 1-21). And afterwards, against the very spirit 
Jesus’ work (xii. when also they seek sign (xii. 38- 
45). Matthew gathers these incidents from this period 
our Lord’s ministry, and relates them with the rebukes 
from our Lord several parties; and while still con- 
tending with the scribes and Pharisees, Jesus’ own mother 
and brethren come, probably trembling for his mental 
state and the danger his life was (xii. 

Matthew then, after giving the wonderful piece in- 
struction derived from the incident Jesus’ mother and 
brethren coming, then introduces the wonderful parables 
which our Lord spake “on that day” (xiii. 1-53). 
then adds still another effect our Lord’s ministry 
his own countrymen, and their second remarkable rejec- 
tion him, which occurred just before the third circuit, 


Harmony the Gospels. 223 


the close this period Matthew recording. This method 
ofnarration brings him now again, the second time, the 
close the period, and ends all has say aboutit. 
tells the story after the manner man full possession 
the facts eye-witness, and ina natural and easy way 
and while, from the force personal knowledge the 
facts, follows partly the chronological order, and influ- 
enced also associations time and place, yet only 
far secure general topical arrangement, which 
(see analysis below) most prominent, and controls the 
whole progress the record during this period. 

The progress the narrative easily understood when 
remembered that Matthew, eye-witness, man 
acquainted with the world, publican,” giving inde- 
pendent account the ministry our Lord most 
powerfully affected him, and that this account gives 
detail the diabolical opposition the Jews, together 
with the skilful replies Christ, bringing into relief the 
turn which these transactions gave our Lord’s ministry, 
from the call Matthew himself the death John. 


ANALYSIS THIS PECULIAR PORTION MATTHEW. 


more particular analysis Matthew’s record this 
period would follows 


The Galilean Ministry from the First the Third Circutt. 


First. The wonderful preaching. 
(1) The Sermon the Mount the mul- 
titude gathered from all quarters the 
first burst his manifested glory. 
iv. 
(2) The wonderful parables the multi- 
tudes who came him the sea. 
(3) The third circuit, wonderful compas- 
sion for the multitudes, and organized work 
preaching, and sending the twelve. 
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Second. The mighty works sea and land the 
living and the dead. Vili. 
Third. The effects this wonderful ministry 
powers. 
(1) Johnin prison, and the accompany- 
ing reflections. 2-19. 
(2) Onthe cities where most his mighty 
works were done, and the accompanying 


reflections. Xi. 
(3) the Pharisees and scribes. 
(a) regard the Sabbath. I-21. 
regard the spirit his work. 
22-37. 
(c) regard the signs his work. 
xii. 
(4) his mother and his brethren. 
(5) his own countrymen. 


And might added that Matthew continues his nar- 
rative from this point, and relates the results John’s 
case, which prophecy the end our Lord’s case. 
consequence which our Lord does not the 
Passover 29, which occurred about shortly after 
this time, and the remainder his ministry Galilee 
the feast Tabernacles more retired and cautious. 

This portion Matthew (iv. 58) the only real 
unchronological portion, worth serious consideration, 
any the four Gospels, and this far from being un- 
methodical, and far difficult under- 
stand what principle has written this portion. 
the contrary although not chronological, yet this may 
said precisely the most methodical portion all the 
records, and demand especially its order our careful 
and devout attention. For without clear understanding 
his method writing, clearly shown the har- 
mony, correct understanding our Lord’s life cannot 
had, and the full force the testimony the four 
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Gospels the harmony, especially the peculiarly con- 
vincing character Matthew’s record, cannot ade- 
quately understood. 

THE RESULTS. 

Since, after the Gospels have been carefully and impar- 
tially harmonized, John found unquestionably 
chronological; Mark, all but two easily understood pas- 
sages; Luke, with but five exceptions most, which, 
like the two Mark, not affect the general chronolog- 
icalor methodical character his narrative; while Mat- 
thew needs change importance except that large 
portion just considered, which shown peculiarly 
methodical, and easily understood, and with certainty 
harmonized ;—it remains ask, How has satisfactory 
and complete result been reached, and what principles 
governing the harmony does establish 

The most natural and simple method harmonizing, 
and the one which largely governed the early harmonists, 
was the simple task putting together passages from 
each that had verbal correspondence, and very early this 
caused interpolations into the Gospel text. This simple 
method has had give place these last days, 
everything else, the more scientific and impartial ex- 
amination the subject, even though the results when 
faithfully obtained, account the peculiar character 
the Gospels, may not materially different either 
method, and some points the later results may not 
satisfactory thé older. 

There can question but that Robinson worked 
the scientific method, sufficiently guarded only his de- 
voted spirit, and sincere conviction that the Gospels are 
none other than the inspired word God. That gave 
“preference the order either evangelists,” nor 
had any preconceived notions the chronological or- 
der either, plain from his harmony, and especially 
his rather heartless vivisection Luke’s narrative. Yet, 
even dealing with Luke, was governed the spirit 
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true and reliable harmonizer. says: Yet, 
there are marks nor evidence, internal external, 
which arrange them differently, seems hardly advis- 
able, mere conjecture, abandon the order which 
they have been left Luke himself.” Robinson, be- 
ing governed this main principle, arriving true 
harmony, was led to, and has left us, result, which the 
editor the revision has rightly, not too greatly, rever- 
enced, which justly says: “His main positions are 
retained, because they are still unshaken.” But Robin- 
son’s arrangement would have been more satisfactory 
had strictly carried out this excellent rule which 
lays down, and had had more regard for the chronology 
Luke. For ofa large portion Luke’s peculiar pas- 
sage, says contains absolutely definite narration 
time place, nor anything, indeed, show that the 
events happened the order recorded, that they did 
not take place different times and different parts 
the country.” Hence proceeds make probable 
order for the events Luke, because they are not 
written make impossible change his order. But 
the evident tendency the later harmonists regard 
Luke’s order and Matthew’s also, well Mark’s and 
John’s. that now the time seems have arrived 
when the following principles controlling complete har- 
mony the Gospels can set forth. 

And, first, may remarked that, order proper 
and complete harmony, the best text most desir- 
able. Says Dr. Riddle: “The tendency harmonize has 
introduced many minor corruptions into the Greek text; 
happily now have sufficient authorities remove 
them. The Revised Version has this its crowning 
merit, that presents better than any other known ver- 
sion the coincidences and divergences the Gospel nar- 
ratives.” Both the Greek and the English version 
the most approved text should used, relieves 
many difficulties, and goes far make the harmony plain 
and smooth. 
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For the harmonizing the Gospels with such text, 
either the Greek English, the following rules should 
observed 


THE PRINCIPLES ESTABLISHED. 


(1) any the narratives cannot in- 
terrupted arbitrarily, the caprice the critic, 
his endeavor accommodate the given order any 
the Gospels his peculiar self-evident this 
seems be, and well known is, yet, view the 
common forgetfulness all departments criticism, 

(2) The current any the narratives cannot in- 
terrupted any supposed exegetical tact critical acu- 
men the student. However excellent and valuable that 
may be, yet itself cannot allowed weigh against 
any single one the narratives. This, again, might 
thought some too commonplace and well understood 
mention; yet fruitful source error, even 
this simple matter harmonizing the Gospels; and 
these times needs especially emphasized, 
when critics are disposed exalt themselves above all 
that called the word God, inspired. Moreover, 
not supposable, nor true, that, any amount 
exegesis criticism this late date, familiarity with 
the events our Lord’s life and the order their course 
can attained, all comparable with that any one 
the evangelists who have left these records, after hav- 
ing carefully traced out all things from the first, the 
full glow the apostolic age, full communion with all 
those who were eye-witnesses all that our Lord spake 
and did. 

(3) taste, judgment, conjecture, itself 
from any extra-Gospel testimony, interfere with su- 
persede the arrangement any the inspired records. 

the Gospels, Dr. Robinson remarks: There often 
them definite note time; and then can pro- 
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ceed only upon conjecture, founded careful compari- 
son all the circumstances. such cases, the decision 
must depend very much upon the judgment and taste 
the and what person may appear prob- 
able and appropriate may seem less another.” 
This use taste and judgment all well, confined toa 
careful comparison the circumstances given the 
several Gospels, and not allowed interfere with the flow 
any all the narratives. But meant that 
taste and judgment are devoted the vivisection 
any one all the narratives, and the rearrangement 
them any supposed new chronological order, then 
doubt the best taste and judgment isto deferto and accept 
the taste and judgment the evangelists. 

Taste and judgment may used those places where 
there testimony from the narratives themselves 
determine it, and when they not interfere with the or- 
der any the narratives. Such questions as: the de- 
partures and from Galilee the adjustment the ap- 
parent divisions Luke’s peculiar portion with the dis- 
tinct notices time John; the determining the place 
John where the festival Tabernacles Ded- 
ication begins; the place John for the institution the 
Supper and the appearances the Lord the women,— 
these may allow conflicting judgments among judicious 
students and readers, and choice between the several 
results allowable, these and all similar cases, “and 
what one person may seem probable and appropriate 
may seem less another.” 

But all these, and every case, strict regard must 
had for the order the several records, and case 
can they interfered with simply from taste judg- 
ment. dismember any one the narratives 
cannot allowed the plea that the records contain abso- 
lutely nothing “to show that the events happened the 
order recorded.” make this pretext interrupt the 
current any the narratives, overlooks the fact that 
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the order which they are recorded all any one 
the evangelists general sufficient and decisive re- 
gard the question whether the events occurred that 
order. cases believed that the best and most 
probable result secured following strictly the given 
order the several narratives, and this way the most 
general, not the universally accepted, arrangement will 
reached. The cases are few where the decision must 
left taste, judgment, and conjecture, and where they 
occur, although positive statements may impossible, 
yet even these instances, think, the most part, 
they can adjusted give general, and some 
cases universal satisfaction, and practical solution 
obtained. 

(4) case, therefore, can results accepted, that 
arise from caprice, exegetical tact, critical acumen, taste, 
judgment, conjecture, simply for their own force ex- 
cellence, nor, unless founded careful and judicious 
comparison all the circumstances and suggestions 
each and all the records, made strict loyalty the 
chronological and methodical character each and all the 
Gospels. 

(5) may now set forth, established, that where 
John’s record testifies the chronological position 
event, testimony from the Synoptists, otherwise, can 
supersede it. This now seems established beyond 
reasonable question, and great importance set- 
tling various questions the harmony; as, the chronolog- 
ical order the feast Bethany, the episodes Peter’s 
denials, and the whole the trial, indeed, that early 
morning. John’s whole record certain guide the 
chronology the harmony, and even his omissions help 
largely determine vexed questions,—as his omission 
quite all the formal, and vigorous, and long Galilean 
ministry fixes that ministry, with but little doubt, between 
the end chapter five and chapter seven verse 

(6) direct chronological notice any the four 


| | 
q 


230 Harmony the Gospels. 


records sufficient fix the order the harmony; as, 
the single notice Matthew sufficient fix the order 
feast, against not only the order his own rec- 
ord, but that the other two Synoptists. 

(7) None the Synoptists are considered 
superior authority, but each alike must followed im- 
plicitly, when definitely states point chronology. 
Matthew and Luke are less reliable than Mark John 
when they make specific statement regard time, 
place, the order event. Luke, Dr. Riddle re- 
marks, that, New Testament writers, most 
exact his use verbs referring travelling.” Mat- 
thew’s narrative the Galilean ministry peculiar 
himself, but all his record there none the Gospels 
more reliable when makes specific statement re- 
gard the time order event. 

(8) Each the four records reliable and inde- 
pendent witness, and, such, faithfully and im- 
plicitly followed every specific statement; plain sug- 
gestion, and good and necessary inference, regard 
the chronological order the events, well 
other respects. This may the more implicitly fol- 
lowed, now, even this late date, after all the discus- 
sions centuries, instance can found all the har- 
mony where they can shown contradict each other. 
Even the feast Bethany and the visit Zacchzeus are 
only apparently inconsistent the careless reader; but 
that these instances only show independence, and thus 
increase the confidence placed the several ac- 
counts, and exhibit the safety faithfully following them, 
have seen above. 

There must thorough confidence the reliability 
and independence the several records regard the 
order the events, well their testimony every- 
thing else, which comes out the thorough understand- 
ing, even saturation with the details all things from 
the first, “all that Jesus began and teach, until 


| ‘ 


1890. Harmony the Gospels. 231 


the day which was received up, after that had 
given commandment through the apostles whom had 
chosen.” 

(9) may laid down, therefore, rule for harmo- 
nizing the four records, that the suggestions must fol- 
lowed which arise from taking the several narratives 
their natural sense. This rule, simple, self-evident, and 
primitive may seem, yet needs emphasized and 
borne mind throughout the harmony. But especially 
importance deciding upon those less clear sug- 
gestions chronological order the departure and 
from Galilee, the sending the seventy and their return, 
the various trials that early morning, with the ac- 
companying denials Peter, and also the appearances 
the women. For the correct solution these, and such 
like questions, there must quick sensitiveness the 
every suggestion each and all the narratives, taken 
their natural sense, appealing the common under- 
standing being independent and reliable wit- 
nesses chronology and order, well all else 
which they testify. 

(10) may allthe above, laid down 
asa positive and binding rule all harmonists, throughout 
all the harmony, that without positive statement, good 
and reliable inference from the records themselves, 
extra-Gospel testimony, however ancient excellent, can 
allowed interfere, the least, with the current 
any the narratives; but each and all the records, unless 
changed from their own evidence, must remain the 
harmony the order which they have been left 
the inspired evangelists. This binding rule necessary 
consequence from the principle change the order 
any the records laid down Dr. Robinson when 
says, there are marks nor evidence, internal ex- 
ternal, which arrange them differently, seems 
hardly advisable, mere conjecture, abandon the or- 
der which they have been left Luke himself.” 
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This principle not only true Luke, but all the 
pels, and, moreover, not only true when the change 
mere conjecture,” but when for any reason not 
founded one more the Gospels themselves. 
true there necessity require that the inspired 
records our Lord’s life must the chronological 
order, and, have seen, large portion Matthew 
not. But what meant here leaving the narratives 
undisturbed, and having implicit confidence the chron- 
independence and methodical character each, 
is, that now thorough examination the several ac- 
counts their chronological relation each other re- 
veals the patent fact, which attested the growing 
consensus judicious harmonists, and shown the re- 
vised edition Robinson’s Harmony, that the inspired 
records our Lord’s life are substantially chronological, 
except this single passage nine chapters Matthew 
and even this portion, without aiming chronological, 
yet methodical, and none the evangelists are more 
reliable their specific statements order time and 
place. 

This rule, moreover, strictly observed, will fix most, 
not all, the vexed questions the harmony such as, the 
departure and from Galilee, the sending and return 
the seventy, the order the events from Bethany the 
tomb, and also the appearances the women. And al- 
though may not fix all cases the order arrange- 
ment justify positive statements, yet will secure 
arrangement that least most probable and satisfac- 
tory, because honoring the inspired records, preserving 
the events the order which they have left them 
us, than which nothing more reliable and satisfactory can 
attained. 

The necessity this rule manifest the location 
feast. not for the direct testimony Matthew, 
verified incidentally the other Synoptists, one 
would suppose that the order its occurrence was dif- 


ferent from the order which given the three rec- 
ords; and amount testimony, however excellent, 
could allowed change it, not for the unmistakable 
testimony the Synoptists themselves. The whole 
this peculiar and important portion Matthew shows, 
again, how necessary observe thisrule. For while 
this whole portion nine chapters unchronological, 
without the certain testimony the Gospels them- 
selves single section could not dislocated, clear. 
their testimony, that dislocated and readjusted with 
the greatest ease and certainty. The visit 
changed above, likewise could not transposed unless 
attested various plain and good testimonies from the 
Synoptists themselves. that, while Luke the only 
one that records the incident, yet from certain good and 
forcible considerations from the narratives themselves, 
seems good and necessary change complete har- 
mony, and transposition means difficult im- 
possible understand. Yet without some good and cer- 
tain Gospel testimony, would have remain the or- 
der which has been left us, even apparently con- 
tradicted one more the the whole 
Luke’s peculiar portion necessary keep mind 
this important rule. For soon admitted, 
Robinson, that Luke without order method, and may 
changed will, then there end the possible ar- 
rangements according the the manipulator. 

The whole number transpositions the harmony 
that have reference chronology, given above, besides 
the large portion Matthew, are but twelve, and all 
these are established the direct testimony the Gos- 
pels, without the least room for extra-Gospel authority 
and, other changes than these given are necessary, 
any judicious judgment can forced the Gos- 
pels, seems quite certain that there now other 
safe rule guide the most probable and satisfactory 
results the harmonization the Gospels into their most 
chronological order. 
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Dr. Robinson’s aim was not entirely reach the chro- 
nological says: “It the aim the present 
work, not much ascertain and exhibit the true chro- 
nological order (although this object not neglected) 
place side side the different narratives the same 
events, order which may regarded least 
haps impossible arrive results which shall entirely 
certain and satisfactory.” But while certainty all points 
may not secured, yet observing the suggestions 
Robinson himself, and building the main points which 
has established, and which are quite generally accepted, 
and with sincere confidence the chronological and me- 
thodical character the several records, which and 
others seem somewhat lack, especially regard 
Luke, and with the observance the principles controll- 
ing the arrangement the harmony, now quite certainly 
established, given above, may not only attain 
accurate and complete harmony, but even produce con- 
sensus among harmonists that will practically unani- 
mous the arrangement the harmony, and generally, 
not completely, satisfactory all students and readers 
who are interested that important result. 

remains only remark, that the idea harmony 
giving such result, hoped established above 
within our reach,—and with which agree the most 
part many—perhaps most—of the recent harmonists, sug- 
gests several observations which need only mention. 

(1) That the narratives are independent, there can cer- 
tainly but little doubt, even the careful English 
reader. There can question this from even care- 
less glance the harmony John, and Matthew 
from this large and important account our Lord’s Gal- 
ilean ministry, and Luke from his large and import- 
ant account our Lord’s ministry. While from 
the harmonious results shown above, there can 
question their correspondence the relation the 


Harmony the Gospels. 235 


same events the life and works our common Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, dwelt among the children 
men. 

(2) The results reached such aharmony show unmis- 
takably any careful reader it, that this history 
came out the full glow and midst the apostolic pe- 
riod. stretch imagination can any one who has 
the least acquaintance with the history the early church 
honestly suppose that such result could attained 
any one the accounts, much less shown the har- 
mony the four, after the death John. Says Riddle, 
age was one when memory was cultivated, the Jews 
being remarkably retentive The first disci- 
ples would especially treasure with reverence the words 
our Lord.” But whocan suppose that, beyond the “first 
disciples,” four accounts could written that would 
point contradict each other, even that one account 
should free from inconsistencies? And, moreover, that 
their harmony, revealing both their independence and 
shows that all four records, and each, are the bubbling 
and overflow from the very bosom the apostolic life 
and influence, there can serious question any 
who consider the results the harmony. 

(3) this, may added, the harmony when read 
the full force the light that suggests, presents the life 
our Lord roundness and fulness and transparent 
truthfulness that supersedes all lives Christ, the sun 
does the moon, and overcomes all attacks against his life- 
work and divinity, easily his own words overcome 
and surpass all that has ever been spoken written 
the sons men. 

(4) The Gospels harmonized thus, discover miracle 
biography, which can accounted for, its complete- 
ness and smoothness, only the fulfilment the prom- 
ise and prophecy our Lord the same night which 
was betrayed: [the Spirit] shall bring your re- 
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membrance all that said unto amiracle only 
surpassed the miracle the person records. 

(5) the whole contradiction can made out, and 
there not evena slip the pen any one them. 
And even there were hundred times many vari- 
ances and difficulties, still might, without the shadow 
doubt, accept the Gospels for the person the God- 
man they contain. 


} 

| \ 


St. Chrysostom. 


ARTICLE IV. 
ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM. 


THE REV. JOHN ALFRED FAULKNER, MINOOKA, 


THERE were ten men whom God gave the church 
the fourth century, men great, perhaps, any one cen- 
tury can boast of. These were Athanasius, Hilary Poi- 
tiers, Gregory Nazianzen, his brother Basil the Great, 
Gregory Nyssa, Ephraem Syrus, Ambrose, Jerome, 
Chrysostom, and Augustine. These men have left in- 
effaceable impress upon the life and theology the church. 
these ten one deserves higher estimation than 
whose life and genius are now consider. 

John, afterwards called Chrysostom, the Golden Mouth, 
Frederick Robertson, whom resembled many re- 
spects, his father was military officer rank, who died 
when infant, leaving him the care his 
mother Anthusa, woman more than ordinary char- 
acter and talent. She devoted herself the training 
her son, and chiefly her influence that was kept 
from contamination the vices one the wickedest 
cities the world, and was last given the church 
shining ornament. She was him what Monica was 
Augustine, and Nonna Gregory Nazianzen. was 
with reference her that Libanius, John’s pagan teacher, 
when told that was the son widow the age 
forty had lost her husband twenty years, exclaimed 
with mingled jealousy and admiration, Heavens! what 
wonderful women these Christians gave 
her son the benefit the best intellectual culture the 
age the school Libanius, the most distinguished 
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rhetorician and literary representative ,of heathenism 
the close the fourth century. was not care- 
ful whether was pagan Christian school, 
rightly that the careful home training Christian princi- 
ples would safeguard any moral intellectual 
temptations which might exposed. es- 
teemed him his best pupil, and desired him become his 
successor professor rhetoric. 

Chrysostom began his public life lawyer, and 
promised obtain eminence that calling. 

The profession law,” says Stephens, was 
that time the great avenue civil distinction. 
litigation was enormous. One fifty advo- 
cates were required the court the praetorian prefect 
the East alone. The display talents the law courts 
frequently obtained for man the government prov- 
ince, whence the road was open those higher dignities 
vice-prefect, prefect, patrician, and consul, which were 
honored the title 

But the upright character the young lawyer revolted 
from profession which revealed his gaze much fraud, 
artifice, and wickedness. His standard truth was 
much higher than that the world around him that 
was continually offended the chicanery and double- 
dealing which his calling abounded. “Like many an- 
other that degraded age, his soul revolted from the 
glaring contrast presented the ordinary life the 
world around him that standard holiness which was 
held the gospel.” 

Chrysostom left the practice the law, hearing voice 
within calling him more devoted Christian life, spent 
three years catechetical instruction, the usual term 
probation, and was baptized Meletius, the bishop 
Antioch. Neander well remarks, that the seeds faith 
sown the young mind John were not, the case 
Augustine, kept check the predominance 

Life St. John Chrysostom (3d ed., London, 13. 
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worldly passions, and without experiencing such violent 
storms and struggles his more gentle soul, was ena- 
bled develop himself with quiet and gradual progress 
under many favorable Chrysostom passed 
through convulsion spirit, which some has been 
thought necessary conversion, but his baptism 
marked higher consecration which his whole past life 
had been leading him. 

His first impulse was embrace the monastic life, 
which, since Anthony Egypt had set the example, and 
such men Athanasius, Basil, the Gregories, Ambrose, 
and Augustine had given their praise, was now carry- 
ing away many the most earnest youths the church. 
was looked upon mode life which renounced the 
perishing vanities the world, and taking the cross 
self-denial and crucifixion the flesh, obtained unbro- 
ken communion with God. Anthusa, however, defeated 
this design for season. She took him the hand, led 
him her room, and the bed where she had given him 
birth she remonstrated with him, tears and tender en- 
treaties, not forsake her. This scene described with 
great dramatic vividness Chrysostom himself his 

While home carried severe self-discipline 
study and religious austerities. With some fellow-students 
congenial spirit formed voluntary fraternity for 
spiritual culture. They did not separate build- 
ing, nor were established monastic community; but, 
like Wesley and his young friends Oxford, they lived 
rule, and practised monastic severities. Their studies 
and general conduct were submitted Car- 
terius, presidents the monasteries the vicinity An- 
tioch. Diodorus wasa man liberal and discriminating 
mind, ahead his age the grasp many the princi- 

History the Christian Religion and Church Translation), 
Vol. ii. 754. 
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ples biblical interpretation, and the long training 
under him that Chrysostom owes his emancipation from 
the allegorical method interpretation, and his life-long 
adherence the simple, grammatical, historical 
method. 

The eyes the church were now set upon John and 
his friends, and upon the banishment Meletius 370, 
was sought for the office bishop. This avoided 
stratagem, and thrust upon his unwilling friend, 
Basil, whom considered worthier, but who bitterly 
complained the deception. Chrysostom justified him- 
self the principle good management and 
brought forward the legitimate use stratagem army 
tactics, medicine, and St. Paul’s circumcision Tim- 
othy and observance the ceremonial law Jerusalem 
(Acts xxi. Many the ancient Fathers did not rise 
above the conceptions their times their oriental lax- 
ity matters veracity. the intention was holy 
one, deception was allowable. But the midst 
much ecclesiastical ambition and unworthy means 
promotion, refreshing look back upon self-abnega- 
tion sincere, generosity noble, and humility deep 
that shown the action John this time. 

was this occurrence which gave rise one the 
earliest and best Chrysostom’s works, “On the Priest- 
ness, skill, sympathy, and largeness view, traverses 
the whole field the sacred office, describes its duties, 
difficulties, honors, and burdens, and gives the qualifica- 
tions the preacher. The lapse fifteen hundred years 
has not lessened the interest, freshness,and appropriateness 
this earnest and comprehensive survey the ministry. 

avoid election position which felt himself 
unworthy, and escape the seductions and tumults 
city life, Chrysostom fled the monasteries south An- 
tioch, where spent six years meditation, prayer, and 

See the Sacerdotio, 6-8. 
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study, under the guidance the learned Diodorus, after- 
ward Bishop Tarsus (d. 394), and companionship with 
such young men Theodore Mopsuestia, the cele- 
brated father Antiochiantheology. Monasticism was 
him,” says Dr. Schaff, “as has been profit- 
able school experience and self-government, because 
had embraced this mode life from the purest motives, 
and brought into intellect enough make the seclusion 
available for moral and spiritual growth.”’ John thus de- 
scribes the life his brethren the mountain solitudes 
near Antioch. Before the rising the sun, they rise hale 
and sober, sing with one mouth hymns the praise 
God, then bow the knees prayer under the direction 
the abbot, read the Holy Scripture, and their la- 
bors; pray again nine, twelve, and three o’clock; after 
good day’s work enjoy simple meal bread and salt, 
perhaps with oil and sometimes with pulse; sing 
giving hymn, and lay themselves their pallets straw 
without care, grief, ormurmur. When one dies they say, 
perfected; and pray God for end, that 
they also may come the eternal Sabbath-rest and the 
bosom Perhaps the chief reason why Chry- 
sostom was drawn the monastic life was his apprecia- 
tion the great disparity between the Christian the 
society around him and the holy and unselfish precepts 
Christ and the apostles. The life the church was 
large extent superficial and hollow; but here was body 
men altogether devoted Christ, and who were earn- 
estly trying fill out his ideal. say they were mis- 
taken thus taking refuge from the world, and say 
rightly. Yet with Chrysostom’s sincerity, 

the Christian Church (revised ed., New York, 1884), Vol. 
iii, 935. 

the eloquent description the daily life the monks Homilies 
Matthew, Ixviii., Tim., Hom. xiv. Cf. Schaff’s Ni- 
cene and Post-Nicene Fathers (First series, New York, 1888-89), Vols. 


PP. 417-419, 423-425, 438-439 xiii. pp. 455-458. Stephens (/. chap. 
gives excellent account Monasticism. 
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see nobler way living was once embrace it. 
any rate, those six years were incalculable benefit 
his after ministry. That knowledge Sacred Scrip- 
ture, that right method interpretation, that high con- 
ception the Christian life, that austere regimen which 
‘he ever carried into every detail life, that self-knowl- 
edge and power insight into conduct and motive,—the 
foundation all these was laid those long years 
preparation. 

the fast age which live, when young men rush 
into the professions with such haste, well remem- 
ber that many those who have done great service 
the church did not commence their work till after many 
years faithful waiting. Gregory not com- 
mence his ecclesiastical career until the age forty, his 
namesake Gregory Nazianzen, not until the age forty- 
two. Basil the Great was ordained priest the age 
thirty-three, and Augustine did all his work for God after 
had passed thirty-seven. Calvin spent his life study 
and travel until wastwenty-seven, and then was pressed 
into the pastorate much against his will. Arminius was 
ordained minister twenty-eight, and Wesley, though 
commenced his sacred duties twenty-five, had reached 
the mature age thirty-five before experienced that 
wonderful uplifting spirit Aldersgate was 
baptized from above for the mission which was 
called. when young menare hur- 
ried into the ministry before they are prepared years 
meditation, prayer, study, and self-discipline under- 
take its sacred functions. The marvellous power exer- 
cised voice and pen Chrysostom all his after life 
can explained only understand that for many 
years under the best teachers his time had been 
slowly maturing his faculties, until, with ripened knowl- 
edge himself, the world, and the human heart, 
and with profound acquaintance with the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and abreast the learning the age, was or- 
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dained presbyter 386, the fortieth year his age. 

The five years preceding were spent the office dea- 
con. The duties the diaconate were announce cer- 
tain parts the service, reprove any improper behavior 
during worship, bring cases poverty and 
fore the notice the bishops, distribute alms, and report 
moral These duties brought Chrysostom into 
constant intercourse with the Christian population An- 
tioch, especially with the poorer classes. These years 
gave him that sympathy with the poor, and knowledge 
the manners the people, their vices well their vir- 
tues, which appear every his sermons. 
thus obtained that practical acquaintance with life which 
important meditation and study the training 
great preacher.” 

Chrysostom spent yearsas presbyter and preacher 
his native city. These were the most satisfactory and 
fruitful years his life. With entire devotion put 
himself into the work uplifting the moral life the city, 
and with unfaltering courage proclaimed the gospel 
God, rebuking sin wherever found it, and laboring 
men thought and life toa true concep- 
tion Christianity. His greatest oratorical efforts were 
his famous twenty-one sermons “On the Statues,” preach- 
387, when the city was lying under interdict 
account insults offered mob the statues the 
emperor and empress. Professor Charles Little cor- 
rect when says that these sermons “mark the highest 
point ever reached preacher dealing with contempo- 
rary 

The installation Chrysostom archbishop Con- 
stantinople 397, much against his will, though was 
recognition his piety and talents, was not, per- 
haps, opportune choice. His high ideal Chris- 
tian life and the fidelity the pastor would inev- 

Ap., ii. 31, 32. See Stephens, 89. 
Christian Advocate (New York), Jan. 20, 1887. 
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itably bring him into collision with the dominant forces, 
both court and society and the church, that proud 
and voluptuous capital. His ascetic training and his 
vigorous notions Christian consistency unfitted him 
mingle with urbanity the corrupt society into 
which was introduced, and were poor promise that 
the hollow religion the imperial court, the unfaithful- 
ness and immorality the clergy, and the avarice and 
worldliness the wealthy, would without his unspar- 
ing denunciations. dangerous was this field,” 
says Neander, “for man his freedom speech, 
used chastise every form ungodliness without re- 
spect man who his impatient indigna- 
tion wickedness, and zeal for oppressed innocence, could 
not stop measure his words the rules 

Gibbon has given admirable summary the causes 
which finally led the overthrow the bishop John.’ 
Suffice say, that his reformatory zeal, his plainness 
speech, his ascetic life, which was constant rebuke the 
indolence and luxury clergy and laity, spirit, 
and the vigor with which proceeded against the bish- 
ops guilty simony and licentiousness, made all parties, 
except faithful minority, determined get rid this 
fearless preacher and administrator. That 
altogether blameless, too much assert. When 
reproached the affectation wealthy widows conceal 
the ornaments dress their age and ugliness, and 
when boldly declared that but very few the bishops 
would evident that should have ex- 
pected storm about his ears. But his mistakes were 
the side the faithful prosecution his work and 
manly stand for his Master, and they should have been 
condoned age which could not afford quench 
such shining light. 

History (Boston, 1871), Vol. ii. pp. 754-755. 


Decline and Fall (Smith’s ed., New York, 1880), Vol. iii. pp. 469-471 
(chap. xxxii.). 
See Hom. iii. Acts Post-Nicene Fathers (Schaff’s ed.), Vol. xl. 23. 
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The conspiracies against him were managed The- 
ophilus, Archbishop Alexandria, who procured 
packed council, that the oak, Chalcedon, 403, 
which deposed him from his see false and frivolous 
charges. 

cannot enter into the sad story ex- 
ile. Full details are left his own interesting let- 
ters, which breathe the spirit forgiveness and love, and 
mind strong endure. His heart was filled not with 
complaints his own lot, but with anxiety for the safety 
his friends and the prosperity God’s work. John 
Henry Newman has brought out with keen sympathy this 
part Chrysostom’s life, and copious extracts from 
his correspondence, has let into his inner feelings dur- 
ing those tragic years, and has paid strong, beautiful, 
and touching tribute this, his favorite saint.’ 

lived three years banishment, years for the most 
part intense suffering, and died near Comana Pontus, 
407, while being hurried wilder and more distant 
scene exile Pityus the Euxine. His last words 
were, Glory God for all things.” 

Three hundred and fifty years before, the feet an- 
other saint were bruised for Christ’s sake over the high- 
lands Asia Minor. Fourteen hundred years after, 
the exact spot where Chrysostom yielded his soul 
God, one the noblest and most heroic characters 
modern times, sick, jaded, and hurried on, lay down 
die. “Two Christian sufferers, widely different ages 
the church,” says Dean Howson, “occur the memory 
look the map Galatia. could hardly men- 
tion any two men more thoroughly imbued with the 
spirit St. Paul than John Chrysostom and Henry Mar- 
tyn. And when read how these two saints suffered 
their last hours from fatigue, pain, rudeness, and cruelty, 
among the mountains Asia Minor which surround the 
place where they rest—we can well enter into the mean- 

Historical Sketches (6th ed., London, 1885), Vol. ii. pp. 212-302. 
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ing St. Paul’s expressions gratitude those who re- 
ceived them kindly the hour his 

The character our saint was one singular purity, el- 
evation, and strength. Not without imperfect elements, 
was the same time bathed the spirit Chris- 
tian devotion, that the reputation Chrysostom, placed 
was the most difficult and trying places, and ex- 
posed harsh and brutal criticism and opposition, has 
come down bright and spotless. This Gibbon ac- 
doubtless committed errors judg- 
ment, and was misunderstood those not intimately ac- 
quainted with him. Those nearest him acknowledge the 
greatness and holiness the man, and bound his friends 
him with hooks steel. was stern and severe 
vice, especially when flaunting itself the church 
God, but was always gentle and charitable the peni- 
tent, kind the poor, benevolent the last degree, and 
tender toward the suffering and sins men. bright, 
cheerful, gentle soul,” says Newman, sensitive heart, 
temperament open emotion and impulse, and all this 
elevated, refined, transformed the touch heaven, 
winning followers, riveting affections, his sweetness, 
frankness, and neglect self.” 

had brave and true heart, ever sanguine, which 
beat high with the love God, which was ever true 
friends, and ever forgiving enemies. his jealousy 
for Christ was sometimes austere, but never did truer 
saint walk this footstool. 

Chrysostom has his greatest reputation preacher. 
His discourses were largely exegetical. aimed ex- 
plain the entire Bible the people, following book 


Conybeare and Howson, Life and Epistles St. Paul. (New York: Scrib- 
ner.) Vol. pp. 274-275. remarkable that Chrysostom and Martyn 
are buried the sameplace. They both died journey, Tocat Co- 
mana Pontus.” See also Newman, Hist. Sketch, Vol. ii. 298. Bush, 
Life and Times Chrysostom (London, 1885), 285. 
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book and text text and said that actually did this 
the course his ministry. His early education had 
set him upon the right track, and remained faithful 
logical and grammatical principles. derived the spirit 
from the letter, and inward experience lived 
into the understanding Holy Scripture.” made the 
Scriptures the basis all his argument and exhortation, 
and elevated the gospel above philosophy and theology. 
preached the morals Christianity, made religion 
deal with all the affairs society, and all the details 
life. fact, his homilies the whole social and religious 
life his time depicted. fearless rebuker 
sin high places well low, and spoke out with 
Pauline earnestness even his own peril. Against the 
gigantic corruptions the waning empire contended 
with earnestness unsurpassed. doctrine Chris- 
tianity and every aspect life and manners came before 
him for treatment from his standpoint Christian 
preacher and moralist. sometimes stormed against 
popular vices with lightning and thunder, other 
times was quiet and tender and moved his audience 
tears. was frequently interrupted applause, though 
always rebuking such demonstrations. could soar in- 
the empyrean God’s awful and incommunicable at- 
tributes, and could descend into the pettiest details 
every-day life. His preaching was his life—he lived it, 
made his master-passion. was the Demosthenes 
the pulpit, with more Demosthenes’ vehemence and 
range. times could carry everything before him 
his eloquence his listeners would become like drunken 
men, and would surround his pulpit with gaping mouths 
and outstretched necks. When was banished, they la- 
mented with unavailing cries, Better that the sun should 
cease shine than that our Chrysostom’s mouth should 
stopped.” Professor James Hoppin, who has given 
the best analysis his pulpit power the English lan- 
guage, thinks that, all the preachers since the apostolic 
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day, Chrysostom the best model for imitation, the one 
most carefully His illustrations are still 
fresh and startling. composed his sermons with care, 
preparing himself study and prayer. spoke ex- 
temporaneously, and, must confessed, not always 
free from the faults that style address, diffuseness 
and desultoriness. orator was gifted with ar- 
dent vitality, bold and incisive intellect, pungent wit, 
graphic power the imagination, fiery temper, re- 
source and genius,—and these are the notes the orator 
wherever found. his conception the office the 
preacher, had the earnestness St. Paul, with whom 
had many points incommon. “It the firm resolve 
soul,” said, “as long breathe, and long 
pleaseth God continue this present life, per- 
that which the Lord hath commanded me.” 

Such was his humility and seriousness soul, that pop- 
ularity Chrysostom detested, and often preferred the quiet 
meeting few Christian people who would listen quietly 
his words and apply them their lives. 

far have right classify men the termin- 
ology later age, Chrysostom belonged the Armin- 
ian type theologians rather than the Calvinistic. 
emphasized the freedom the human will, its self-deter- 
mining power, and its rule all the domain ofaction. All 
men inherit tendency evil, but only tendency, 
and can overcome the force will. The grace 
God always our disposal. His doctrine original 
sin remarkably free. The Adamic connection prevails 
only far the physical nature concerned. Man in- 
herits vitiated sensuousness, which develops into sin 
his voluntary action. Sin purely individual origin. 
predestination, held that all men without excep- 
tion are called through Christ salvation; predestina- 


his admirable and eloquent treatment this preacher his Homi- 
letics (New York, 1883), pp. 


1890. St. John Chrysostom. 249 


tion means more than God’s original design bring- 
ing all men salvation. His redemptive plan embraces 
all, but constrains none. The accomplishment God’s 
purpose limited the freedom choice which has 
himself bestowed man. election persuasive, 
not 

regeneration, Chrysostom’s theory firmly syn- 
ergistic. man his side works toward holiness, God’s 
grace will come his succor and strengthen him. 
necessary, says, for choose goodness, and when 
have chosen it, then God introduces goodness from 
himself. our function choose beforehand and 
will, but God’s function finish and bring 
completion. see how far Chrysostom was 
from his great contemporary, Augustine, his views 
sin and salvation, and how laid himself open the 
quotations the Pelagians. Augustine, however, praised 
John much, and vindicated him from any imputation 
leaning toward Pelagianism. Methodism its doctrine 
more Augustinian than Chrysostom would now 
considered. 

held firmly the Nicene symbol the divinity 
and his doctrines God, the Holy Spirit, 
and the atonement are those generally held the 
church. laid great emphasis the love God, and 
some his most eloquent passages are praise the 
divine mercy. 

believed that baptism solemn initiation into the 
Christian covenant, ordinance symbolical sin and 
moral renovation. 

Concerning his doctrine the Lord’s Supper there has 
been much dispute. There are passages which may 
interpreted both according the Roman Catholic and 
the Protestant theory the sacrament. constantly 
speaks the sacrament sacrifice, and there are ex- 


Cor., Hom. ii. [8, (New York ed.), Vol. xii. Matt., Hom. 
Vol. 364; Rom., xvi. 20-24, Vol. xi. pp. 
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pressions which might well satisfy any Roman Catholic. 
taught the real presence Christ, and that partake 
his body and blood. The controversy this subject, 
however, had not then arisen, and unfair press him 
for against dogmas which were not then 

approved invocation the saints, prayers for the 
dead, and honors the relics martyrs and other holy 
men. But, Dr. Pusey has well observed, “through 
volumes St. Augustine and St. Chrysostom, there 
mention any reliance except Christ 

There his writings trace priestly confession 
ordinance the church. knows nothing pur- 
gatory, and nothing Mariolatry. paid great defer- 
ence the metropolitan Rome, and the bishop that 
city was his friend and admirer. is, however, certain 
that acknowledged nothing papal supremacy, the 
sense which the words were understood later gen- 
erations. Many the peculiar doctrines the Roman 
Church stand condemned the mouth one whom she 
has justly honored saint and great doctor the 
church Christ. 

Finally, his doctrine Scripture. was here 
accord with the general teaching his school. 
said, generally, that the prophets spake the Holy Ghost, 
that they were the mouth-pieces God, and that the 
words the apostles were not theirs but the Spirit’s. 
this, however, spoke rhetorically. freely allowed 
discrepancies the Scripture narratives, and contradict- 
ions minor held that this lack agree- 
ment non-essentials confirmed, rather than weakened, 
the claims the Bible divine origin. the 
great spiritual facts and truths Christianity, said, 
that want agreement, and inthese haveit. were 

1On Heb. ix. 26; Sacerdotio, iii. Eph., Hom. iii., Vol. viii. pp. 
63, 64. Eirenikon, parti. 
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much better man would listen the voice the Spirit 
speaking his own soul. But since will not listen, 
God has graciously given him the more imperfect revela- 
tion the Chrysostom,” says Neander, 
recognize interpreter Scripture who had been formed 
the Antiochian school, where find him admitting with- 
out scruple the existence many discrepancies the 
Gospel narratives, unimportant matters relating 
times and places, and particular forms expression. 
This agreement essentials, with diversity things not 
essential, regards proof the credibility the 
narratives. holds that the only thing important 
agreement the essential matter, that which serves 
the end salvation, whereupon Christianity reposes. Un- 
der this head places the incarnation God; the mir- 
acles Christ; his resurrection and ascension; the fact 
that gave precepts serving salvation; the fact that 
the New Testament stands not contradiction with the 

these days ecclesiastical machinery, petty am- 
bitions, superficial piety, and low ministerial ideals, 
writings, and spirit St.John Chrysostom might 
not become baptized with some his courage, purity, 
and devotion. This man was martyr the cause 
Christian holiness, fidelity, and charity. was relent- 
lessly persecuted men his own calling, men who 
could not appreciate his holiness, and his liberality the 


Homily Matthew, i., beginning Post-Nicene Fathers (New York), 
Vol. 


Neander, Vol. ii. 390. The enterprise the Christian Liter- 
ature Co., Bond street, New York, has now made available the Amer 
ican reader all the more important works Chrysostom. See Nicene and 
Post-Nicene Fathers, edited Dr. Schaff, first series, Vols. 8vo., 
These works ought read again and again the preacher, 
and they are invaluable the historical and theological student. Thomas 
Aquinas declared would rather possess the homilies Matthew than 
master all Paris. 
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followers Origen. Against these persecutors, however, 
said nothing. God was his trust, and the darkest 


hour God’s presence and smile was his light and joy. 
Preacher and Saint, whose name eloquence, 
Well called they Golden’ thine impassioned tongue 
which Truth sat, and glowing manly sense, 
And words that stand the fire—in wisdom strong, 


And strong charity.” 
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ARTICLE 
DIVINE LIMITATION. 


THE REV. JOHN MILTON WILLIAMS, M., CHICAGO, 


WHILE all recognize omnipotence, infinite power, 
one the essential attributes the divine nature, 
one, probably, includes the meaning the word ability 
any and every thing that may named imagined. 
All sensible men admit that whatever involves absurdity, 
self-contradiction, not object power, comes not 
within the scope this attribute; consequently non-abil- 
ity effect such results involves limitation power. 
not, therefore, disparage this divine perfection 
saying, though the language may seem irreverent, that 
God cannot make the part greater than the whole, make 
crooked line the shortest distance between two points, 
make the diameter sphere greater than the circumfer- 
ence, add the age living organism century 
hour; for the reason that physical power has ten- 
dency accomplish such fanciful results, more than 
has understand syllogism, solve problem math- 
ematics. is, therefore, contradiction terms, and 
involves derogation infinite perfection, say, the 
Infinite One environed myriads limitations. 

The fact that God moral being, subject, like our- 
selves, the restraints obligation, divine limita- 
tion. The moral law revealed the human reason, and 
the Sacred Scriptures, intuition the infinite rea- 
son, and part the divine nature. coexistent with 
God, and uncreated and changeless God, and im- 
poses its obligation upon him, precisely upon other 


moral beings. God acts under immeasurable responsi- 
bility. His moral character the golden chain which 
binds the moral universe himself. “The Judge all 
the earth will and render himself worthy the 
highest acclaim angels ever utter. Just and righteous 
well moral limitation, inasmuch God cannot swerve 
from the line perfect rectitude, without involving con- 
sequences shudder contemplate. 

The objection that the divine will creates law, makes 
right, per the ultimate right, and therefore ab- 
surd say, God can wrong, not only antagonizes 
intuitive truth, but environs him still greater limita- 
tions, renders him incapable both merit and moral 
action. Necessary action not moral action. who 
cannot both right and wrong not responsible be- 
ing. 

isalso evident that God has limited himself the 
with which has invested moral beings. The 
best definition freedom is, contrary choice,” 
ability, any circumstances, under any pressure, human 
either two directions. who cannot this, 
choice its very nature implies alternative, cannot 
choose all. His actions are merely mechanical, and 
ceases moral agent. therefore follows that any 
being possession freedom can resist the Holy Ghost, 
and choose opposition the will God; for any in- 
fluence beyond that which can resist, defeats its own 
precludes both choice and moral action. Com- 
pelling man right involves the double absurdity 
compelling him act uncompelled, and making him mer- 
itorious for what cannot avoid. the nature 
things God cannot make man sinful This aw- 
ful prerogative limited the subject himself. Man 
only can determine his own character, for the sufficient 
reason that cannot praiseworthy blameworthy 
for what another does. 
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natural ability, must is, the very 
structure mind, limited. his moral ability? 
not, through the influence truth, reclaim any fallen be- 
ing, and accomplish the moral world whatever de- 
sires accomplished? Yearning over lost men, 
mother ever yearned over her children, does not save 
all. Though that all men should saved, 
and come the knowledge the truth,” uncounted mul- 
titudes live and die unrepentant and unforgiven. That 
this results from obstacles, the way saving all, 
lutely insuperable, the character God, the obligations 
the divine law, and the whole trend revelation place be- 
yond rational doubt. 

There are two conceivable ways accomplishing re- 
sults; as, for example, building house. One di- 
rectly willing into being, without the intervention 
means. The other through natural law and legitimate 
whether God, the accomplishment ends, not lim- 
ited the latter, and whether here not another divine 
limitation. 

There were two conceivable modes converting water 
into wine: one, simple volition, one moves 
limb; the other, through agencies adapted secure the 
result. Did our Lord simply will the water turn 
wine, and did obey his behest? Did simply bid the 
billows midnight Galilee still, and did they obey his 
word? Ordid secure these results secure re- 
sults, through the instrumentality second causes? 
There has ever, mind, been grandeur the 
thought that God speaks, and done; that his word 
and completed solar system would take its place 
the great field space, obedient the creator’s word, 
the cultured archangel. But there not more poetry 
than truth such sentiments 

Were remove house, should remove the ob- 
put rollers under it, and apply force. The ques- 
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tion not, would God, were move it, employ the 
same means? but, would not employ means similarly 
adapted secure the results? not whether this his or- 
dinary mode, but whether the nature things does not 
preclude any other. 

far can trace the divine hand, ends are reached 
through the intervention means. Look which way 
will, are amazed and fascinated the skill, contri- 
vances, and wondrous adaptations which meet our eyes. 
All through the realm nature, God seems dependent 
upon means effecting his ends, men are effecting 
theirs. The eye, the ear, the human form, are more skil- 
fully and cunningly planned than any structure man 
ever builds. Such the universal and undeviating reign 
law through nature, that class scientists are dis- 
posed deny the existence any other force, and 
vote God off the theatre, unnecessary factor. The 
skill and wisdom God seem have impressed the 
Psalmist quite deeply his power. Lord,” 
exclaimed, “how manifold are thy works; 
hast thou made them all” (Ps. civ. “The Lord 
wisdom hath founded the earth; understanding hath 
established the heavens. his knowledge the depths 
are broken up, and the clouds drop down the (Prov. 
19). skill, contrivance, are great factors 
the construction things. 

not this equally true the moral world? Here un- 
deviatingly, the natural, does not God secure his 
ends through the instrumentality second causes? Were 
intent upon reforming the drunkard, should ply 
his intelligence and conscience with motives, employ the 
temperance lecture, and the offices influential friends. 
May not God, ask with reverence, dependent 
we, possibly not upon the same means, but upon means? 
not necessary for him, for conform the 
laws mind and the nature things? 

God governs the nations, appoints the bounds their 
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habitations, makes the wrath men praise him, and 
ing the world into millennial light and accomplishing 
the work, how marvellously adjusting means 
The abrogation American slavery, for illustration, dis- 
played wisdom unsurpassed realm nature. Yet 
that great event was brought about obviously through 
the intervention natural causes and human agencies, 
that multitudes fail see anything else. with 
providences, overruling and overturning through the 
world and through the silently God working, 
accord with natural law and the ordinary trend 
conceal the presence the worker. For this 
reason myriads daily divine interpositions are unrecog- 
nized, and myriads prayers are daily answered, for 
which credit given and earthly record made. 

rebellion, driven passions, has broken 
out against the divine government; and God has under- 
taken limit and repress it, evidently not mere voli- 
tion, but stupendous and complicated system 
agencies, including the incarnation his Son, the atone- 
ment sin, the revelation his will, the church, the 
ministry, and thousand instrumentalities; but silently 
working, hidden behind this great network 
means, that men fail recognize anything but machinery 
the field. 

This, aware, does not prove that God cannot secure 
his ends but the fact that, far can see, 
never does, pretty satisfactory evidence that the na- 
ture things such render impossible. 

This view confirmed the fact that God, ap- 
pears us, executing his plans, always chooses the 
simplest methods, those involving the least expenditure 
compatible with the end. Could dispense with means 
carrying out his purposes, the whole analogy his 
ways leads believe would. Could secure the 
obedience and salvation men simple fiat, in- 
credible that would have submitted the sacrifice 

VOL. XLVII. NO. 186. 
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their redemption cost. Could mere volition draw all 
men himself, certainly would not stand with out- 
stretched hands, all the day long, entreating men 
cept pardon; nor should hear such melting appeals 
these: How can give thee up, Ephraim!” will 
die, house Israel?” that they were wise!” 
more could have been done vineyard, that 
have not done it?” How oft would have gathered 
thy children together but would These 
are not the utterances one who can, his mere fiat, 
control human choices. Could move stop the rail- 
road train mere command, should dispense with 
the costly machinery now use; and, may not be- 
lieve, that who required the fragments gathered 
up, adopts the same principles economy? God evi- 
dently working the moral world the same line 
which calls his people work. them 
through thy truth,” was the Master’s prayer, for the sufh- 
cient reason, doubtless, there was other way sanc- 
tify men. 

But will asked, not miracles disprove this the- 
ory divine limitations? Are they not direct, supernat- 
ural, divine interpositions, suspending setting aside nat- 
ural law, and reaching ends without the intervention 
means? they are, some extent, 
Charles Hodge defines miracle, event, the ex- 
ternal world, brought about the immediate efficiency, 
simple volition and discards the idea any in- 
tervention natural law, second cause. But think the 
more general opinion now is, that miracles are brought 
about, like the ordinary operations nature, through the 
instrumentality natural causes. This are assured 
true least some the miracles the Bible. The 
opening the Red Sea for the exodus Israel certainly 
lacked element miracle, yet was brought about 
east wind. Lord caused the sea 

Systematic Theology, Vol. 618. 
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back strong east wind, all the night, and made the 
sea dry land, and the waters were divided.” was cer- 
tainly less miracle, and was less subservient the 
end for which was wrought, because effected through 
the instrumentality wind. 

Moses,” are told, forth his rod over the 
land Egypt and the Lord brought east wind upon the 
all that day, and all that night; and when was 
morning, the east wind brought the locusts. And the 
locusts went over all the land and rested upon all the 
borders When they had desolated Egypt, 
Lord,” the narrative continues, “turned exceedingly 
strong west wind, which took the locusts, and drove 
them into the Red Sea; there remained not one locust 
all the borders Egypt.” This was miracle wrought 
through the agency second causes. 

That fearful calamity brought upon Israel conse- 
quence David’s numbering the people, destroying sev- 
enty thousand single day, and which, had not God inter- 
fered, would soon have made Jerusalem sepulchre, was 
inflicted through the instrumentality angel; still 
bears every mark miracle. 

was through the same instrumentality that God smote 
the army Sennacherib, and one hundred and eighty- 
five thousand warriors were dead. 

angel death spread his wing the blast 
And breathed the face the foe passed.” 

what extent God carrying forward his stupendous 
plans, whether miracle what are termed natural 
processes, through the agency and co-operation angels, 
have means knowing. One these bright be- 
ings introduces himself the Beloved Disciple 
low-servant.” “He maketh,” are told, “his angels 
winds, and his ministers flame fire,” that is, uses 
them does winds and lightnings. There certainly 
heresy the theory that miracles, like the wonders 
nature, are effected through the instrumentality means. 
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This theory has the advantage running clear all 
suggestions pantheism. cannot charged with 
vesting inanimate matter with vitality and intelligence, 
equal understanding and doing its maker’s will. 
holds that water Cana Galilee turned wine, not 
itself, not because commanded, but because God 
turned wine—turned it, doubtless, very much 
turning water into wine to-day thousand vine- 
yards; that blighted the fig-tree very much 
to-day blighting fig-trees all over the world; that 
hushing billows rest to-day thousand seas, and 
doing the wisest and best way, and that not pre- 
posterous believe his mode was not essentially different, 
two thousand years ago, the waters Galilee. 

But this, will said, precisely the theory adopted 
the early enemies Christianity break down the 
miracles the New Testament. They attributed them 
Egyptian magic and the occult laws nature, and 
assumed that any one, understanding these secrets, could 
the same things, and present the same credentials 
divine commission that Christ and his followers presented. 
But their logic utterly fallacious. assumed that men 
can understand how Christ cured the leprous and the pal- 
sied, opened the eyes the blind, and gave back life 
the dead, though they are, and doubtless are remain, 
too densely ignorant know what life, law, mat- 
ter, force. assumes too that men could throw 
mountains, determine the path comets, preserve order 
stellar regions, and wield the powers nature God 
does, they understood the laws which done. 
other words, the objection assumes that men possess 
nite knowledge and infinite power. 

How miracles, will asked, differ from the ordi- 
nary processes nature, term the natural, 
from the natural law properly defined, 
“the mode divine action,” the difference wholly ex- 
trinsic, lying the time and circumstances which, and 
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the ends for which, they occur. was these only which 
made the finding shekel the mouth fish, mira- 
cle. other circumstances the event would have beena 
very ordinary occurrence. was wholly the circum- 
stances which the fig-tree was withered, and the waves 
the angry Galilee were quieted, and nothing them- 
selves, which made the events miraculous. was the 
opportune moment, and the wondrous circumstances only 
which fire from heaven consumed the sacrifice Car- 
mel, which places that event among the miracles the Old 
Testament. fallen some ordinary occasion, 
some solitary place, the event would have been regarded 
only as, perhaps, unusual freak nature. 

distinct line drawn the Bible between the natu- 
ral and what term the supernatural. The miracles 
Christ, frequently termed his and seems 
have identified them with the processes nature the 
assertion, Father worketh hitherto, and work.” 
The Bible classifies the two together, assumes their essen- 
tial similarity. the same connection, “God 
divided the Red Sea sunder, made his people pass 
through the midst it,” and smote great kings, and 
slew famous kings, Sihon king the Amorites, and 
king Bashan.” “He giveth food all flesh,” cover- 
eth the heavens with clouds, and prepareth rain for the 
earth.” The death the impious Herod was truly 
divine interposition the resurrection Lazarus. 
are told, “smote him, because gave not 
God the glory, and was eaten with worms, and gave 
the ghost. outward appearance, was attacked 
with loathsome disease, from which never recovered, 
and perhaps only the inspired seer discerned anything 
unusual the event. hostile fleet, 
time war, hovering near our coast. The danger 
imminent. Earnest and unceasing prayer ascends 
God, and suddenly terrific storm scatters and disables 
the fleet, and infant colony saved. The most scepti- 
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cal must regard the event remarkable divine interpo- 
sition. miracle? Was that signal providence 
which threw the Monitor the way the Merrimac, 
and saved our unprotected northern cities from the shells 
enraged foe, miracle? Where can line 
drawn between the natural and the supernatural 

The two certainly not differ their cause. 
Both are equally products divine efficiency. The great 
volumes nature and revelation have the same Author, 
and bear incontestable evidences the same handwriting. 
Both treat the same great subject, God, and there not 
the shadow dissonance their utterances. The heav- 
ens, truly the Bible, “declare the glory God.” 

Nor they differ that miracles are more sig- 
nal and marvellous display divine power. They cer- 
tainly are not. The calling back Lazarus life, after 
having been four days dead, was wonderful transaction. 
bow before awe-stricken. But how dwindles 
into insignificance compared with the creation that in- 
telligence! There more grandeur bringing into be- 
ing one mind, than all the miracles both Testaments. 
What walking the Sea Galilee, hushing its bil- 
lows, the creation the heavens and the earth? What 
are all the miracles wrought and Galilee, com- 
pared with the perpetually recurring wonders stellar re- 
gions? There are, the Master intimates, greater works 
than miracles. 

They differ chiefly that one ordinary, the 
other extraordinary, display divine power. One 
in, the other the usual channel things. Dr. 
Emmons properly defines miracle, “an effect wrought 
Gad, out the common course nature.” The 
wonders performed the Master would not have been 
wonders they had been common occurrences. They are 
worthy the name miracle only because they are ex- 
traordinary works. I,” says, “do not the works 
which other man doeth, believe 


The word itself standing for miracle, ex- 
presses one its chief characteristics. Lord 
God,” the prophet assures the people, gathered Car- 
mel, will give you attestation the fact; 
other words, verify sending fire from heaven. Fire 
immediately falls from heaven—an unmistakable divine 
indorsement what the prophet had said. The apostles 
presented just such divine credentials, “God bearing 
them witness, both with signs, and wonders, and divers 
miracles.” just such testimony the Master largely 
bases his claims. works,” says, “that do, they 
bear witness me, that the Father hath sent me.” “The 
Father that dwelleth me, doeth the works.” 
not the works which other man doeth, believe 
not.” miracle, then, divine guarantee for some 
truth. 

Are miracles, will asked, events? The 
answer depends upon the meaning attach the word 
“nature.” They are plainly superhuman; and nature 
adequately defined, “everything outside God,” 
they are supernatural. But include the word the 
laws the material world, and make them, think 
should, divine action,” then miracles are not 
above outside nature, but constitute only another 
class divine operations. 

This view strikes utterly subversive the chief 
urged against the miracles the Bible, and 
against the whole structure Christianity, largely 
based upon them. The objection assumes that miracle 
suspension natural law, and that such thing can- 
not be. The celebrated argument David Hume 
the effect that human testimony, which alone miracles 
are supported, often untrustworthy; and more 
probable that men should deceive and deceived, than 
that the uniformity nature should interrupted—the 
being accordance with, and the latter opposed 
to, human experience. rejects is, 
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substance, the argument, anything untruthful de- 
serves the name, Robert Elsmere. But the theory that 
miracles, far from infraction natural law, are brought 
about through its instrumentality, removes this objection, 
and makes the healing the sick, and the raising the 
dead, just credible, antecedently probable, and truly 
matters dependent upon testimony, the falling rain- 
drops the rotation the earth. Then “why should 
thought thing incredible that God should raise the 
dead 

may objected the views this paper, that the 
laws nature are not modes divine action,” but forces 
inherent matter, working out results their own po- 
tency therefore miracles, such things can be, and the 
operations nature owe their existence different causes, 
one God, the other matter. Still our position not 
the slightest extent invalidated, must admitted 
—any other view atheistic—that God directs and uses 
these blind forces. 

Nor our position invalidated the theory that God 
sustains the material world about the relation the soul 
man sustains his body, pervading and directly con- 
trolling it, everywhere present, and everywhere conscious 
Nor invalidated even the theory that mat- 
ter its ultimate essence force, and force resides 
only will, the material world therefore but state 
condition the Divine will; consequently there can 
such thing means, second causes; for would 
still remain true, that natural and supernatural events be- 
long substantially the same class, and are secured 
the same way. 

may possibly find this paper explanation, 
least were such thing needed justitication, some 
things the administration God which seem mys- 
terious. Here possibly solution the most difficult 
problem the moral world, existence moral evil.” 
Who can say that there was not submitted the divine 
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election, the only alternative, either universe with 
moral evil universe without moral beings? and that 
the former involved infinite preponderance well-be- 
the things that are, and are be?—a factor which, 
when understood, will silence every cavil against the 
ways God, and the final allotments intelligent be- 
ings? must needs be” may loom into amazing sig- 
nificance and by. Perhaps, too, may here find the 
solution problem more inexplicable practical life 
than any other embodied the complaint the Psalm- 
ist, Why standest thou afar how many bur- 
dened weary hearts this question forcing itself! How 
many are asking, Why the long, long, strife, apparently 
equal, between good and evil,is there little divine 
intervention the interests the right! Faith finds 
repose the assurance, God doing all wisely can for 
each sentient thing. May not the intellect, also, the 
assurance, that there may limitations, which now 
know little, growing out the necessities things? 

Then what good, will asked, comes prayer? 
can add nothing the power, wisdom, obligations 
God, how can enable him more than al- 
ready doing promising hear prayer, answer, God 
encourages men approach him, and become partakers 
the purity and blessedness which come from communion 
with the Infinite Intelligence. withholding such en- 
couragement, one the chief channels through which 
God now communicating his thought and peace hu- 
man hearts, would closed. The final cause prayer, 
though far from the chief good which comes it, have 
little doubt, its reflex influence. 

The somewhat prevalent idea that the divine power 
the moral world unlimited, finds support neither the 
reason nor the word God. all tenets which have 
foisted themselves into human creeds, cannot but 
deem this one the most pernicious. God can rectify 
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and remedy all that wrong, more, his simple fiat, 
than can the aggregate all human effort, the inference 
inevitable that will, the end, allow real evil 
accrue his kingdom, either from his friends 
the hostility his enemies; and that human conduct 
will play but insignificant part the final make-up 
things. Can any belief more paralyzing all relig- 
ious endeavor, whether saint sinner? this theory 
true, sin but trifle, life but play, whose throw 
nothing solemn and eternal necessarily depends. God 
responsible for final issues, and may repose the as- 
surance, that whatever is, is, the end will be, best. 

The views presented this paper lend tremendous em- 
phasis the duty coworking with God. Such the 
mechanism moral beings, they can reached and sav- 
ingly benefited only through moral influences. The work 
applying these influences human hearts devolved, 
conjunction with the Holy Spirit, upon men. “It was 
good pleasure, through the preaching, 
save them that Whether the Holy Spirit 
can, any large extent, regenerate men without human 
co-operation, not know. Since does not, the pre- 
sumption there are insuperable obstacles the way. 
safe say that Christian work indispensable 
the conversion the world, and that its value can 
measured only that the world’s salvation. Every 
Christian heart should solemnized the declaration 
ments, but associate laborers. Such the economy 
things, that the human element, feeble, imperfect, rela- 
tively infinitesimal, may be, for aught know, essen- 
tial, inthe great work redeeming our race, the di- 
vine. believe is, just here lies the secret 
the tardy conquests truth. 
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ARTICLE VI. 
THE COUNTRY CHURCH. 


THE PROFESSOR FREDERICK WRIGHT, OBERLIN THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY. 


THE rapid growth cities one the most marked 
features modern times, and much commented 
writers every description. The facts are indeed start- 
ling, and they lend themselves the support much 
gloomy speculation respecting the future, and, church 
work, many readjustments plans. the United 
States, for example, 1790, only one-thirtieth the pop- 
ulation was cities and upwards; whereas, 
1860, the urban population had gained upon that the 
country that amounted about one-sixth the whole. 
the present time probably about one-fourth. 
Again, since 1790 the total population the United States 
has increased sixteen-fold, but the increase the city 
population (counting every corporation containing 8,000 
city) has been one-hundred-and-sixty-fold. Again, 
1850 there were only eighty-five cities having average 
population 35,000; whereas, 1880, there were three 
hundred such cities.’ 

cannot denied that these facts are startling. Espec- 
ially they seem so, surrender ourselves the 
illusion ratios, and are made believe that the city 
population eventually outstrip that the country 
that but will left till the fields. But close 
examination will show that, even under present condi- 
tions, while this process may somewhat farther, 


See Article Professor Hart Journal Economics, for Janu- 
ary 


268 The Country Church. 


there natural limit it. Man cannot live without 
bread eat and clothes roof shelter him, 
fuel warm him, and iron with which make effective 
the devices his inventive all these things 
must obtained increasing quantities and increased 
expense from diminishing stores nature. There must 
soon turn the tide affairs when the growth 
the country population will keep pace with that the 
city. 

The recent rapid growth cities has been facilitated 
two temporary causes whose force will soon spent. 
the first place, labor-saving machinery actually tends 
diminish the number laborers needed furnish the 
world with any given commodity. Its recent effect upon 
the growth cities arises from its connection with im- 
provements transportation, whereby has rapidly 
gathered those laborers into comparatively few centres. 
Instead small number cabinet-makers and weavers 
and shoemakers every community, these and like classes 
artisans are now gathered together few cities. 
But easy see that this work concentration has 


already come almost its limit; that the country has 


suffered nearly its full amount shrinkage from the pro- 
cess, and the cities have well-nigh experienced their full 
amount relative advancement from this cause. few 
large cities are destined become very much larger. 
But already the growth the smaller cities being 
checked this process. 

The improvement agricultural implements has also, 
under present conditions, tended directly the decrease 
the country population. Each reaper and binder takes 
the place the field several men, and that extent 
tends diminish the number agricultural laborers. 
The railroads, also, part the great system labor- 
saving machinery, have, far, co-operated peculiar 
manner accomplish this same result. This effect has 
been felt chiefly through their influence giving sudden 
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access the virgin fields the West and Northwest, 
where the farmer can appropriate short time, and 
turn his own profit, the riches the soil, which have 
been accumulating for centuries. not only the 
forests and mines that man gets access the accumula- 
tions the past, but equally the uncultivated 
fields the prairie, where the earth has been enriched 
centuries undisturbed vegetable and 
the sod needs but turned over make fruitful 
field. The present generation, may truly said, en- 
gaged not much cultivating the soil robbing it. 
The energies the present generation are not turned, 
any great extent, the direction scientific agriculture. 
the newer portions the country the effort not 
increase the production the soil, and make two 
blades wheat grow where only one grew before; but 
the great contention with all classes the present 
see which shall first obtain access uncultivated fields 
and the vast reserved stores nature. 

But the present conditions agriculture are, evidently, 
anomalous, and must temporary. The stored wealth 
nature will soon exhausted, and more labor than 
present will required secure from the soil the pro- 
ductions which serve the basis for the existing material 
prosperity. The careless methods cultivation now 
vogue will not long suffice get even the present returns 
from the land, much less get the increased returns which 
will needed the growth population enlarges the 
demand. extent this increase labor can 
met machinery, but still greater extent can 
performed only anincrease manuallaborers. Manures 
must gathered and diversity industry upon 
the farm must and the flow popula- 
tion will eventually towards the country, rather than 
from now. Even the recently deserted hill farms 
New England, will, the course generation two, 
repeopled with agricultural population. The pop- 
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ulation the country, taking the world over, must, 
plain, always larger than that which gathered into 
cities. machinery can never take the 
place, tilling the soil, that already has taken the 
factory. 

considering the importance the problem before 
us, should keep mind, therefore, that the country 
church must always depended upon bring the gos- 
pel before the larger part the population the earth. 
The problem maintaining these churches, therefore, 
more than half the problem converting the world, and 
must, its very magnitude, ever demand most serious 
attention. Most readers will surprised the facts 
brought out ina recent article Rev. that 
the “fourteen Northern States east the Mississippi 
River, where little over one-half the entire population 
the United States was found 1880, there were more 
people about million the country townships 
less than 2,000 inhabitants than there were all the large 
cities and towns having 4,000 upwards,” and that the 
non-churchgoers this portion the country largely 
consist those who live more than two miles from the 
nearest church, the proportion being fifty per cent greater 
outside that line than within it. the State Ver- 
mont one-half the population does not church 
all. The great problem church work, therefore, 
reach that vast outlying population. feared, 
that, the prominence recently given the subject 
city evangelization, the importance this other work 
danger being overlooked. But the mission secreta- 
ries all denominations who are compelled face the 
facts, are now all sorely perplexed with the question, What 
shall with the country churches the older settled 
portions, where much the population has abandoned 
the agricultural districts? and how much our contrib- 
uted funds shall appropriated for the establishment 
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churches the country neighborhoods the newly set- 
tled regions? And, view the facts already men- 
tioned, all may interested the question, What can 
done increase the efficiency the declining country 
churches 

answering these questions, necessary keep 
clearly mind all the elements the 
the most important considerations exists the well-known 
fact, that the country supplies the city with its popula- 
where true that large part the prominent business 
men and the leading men the various professions 
the cities were born and trained the country, and this 
pre-eminently true the membership the city 
churches. The beneficent light and heat the city 
church, like that the sun, according one hypothesis, 
is, speak, maintained never ceasing shower 
meteorites. The sons and daughters trained amid the 
economies and the heroic service the country churches 
come together from every quarter the city church, and 
their energy produces that point central body ra- 
diant with light and heat that its beams penetrate, and 
impart their beneficent influence, the most distant re- 
gions. Such are, the main, all our large and most act- 
ive metropolitan churches. They have gathered them 
the best material from great number country churches, 
and extremely doubtful single one them could 
maintain its for two generations cut off from 
this supply country-trained material. church 
essential factor the evangelization the world; 
but well remember the rock out which has 
been hewn. 

While the debt the city church the country 
church great for the rank and file its most active 
membership, pre-eminently great for its ministers. 
the statistics that have been from time time collected, 
has been repeatedly noticed that the supply ministers 


272 The Country Church. 


mostly from the smaller churches the country. 
score country churches Vermont, for example,— 
and the same true the hill towns the other States 
New England,—can easily pointed out, which have 
each furnished, during the past century, from five twenty 
ministers and missionaries, say nothing their wives, 
who have borne their full share the heroic service 
whereas, from the larger commercial and manufacturing 
centres, the ministerial supply has been very small in- 
deed. 

This state things does not arise from accident. There 
are, the nature the case, the country churches, con- 
ditions peculiarly favorable the production 
ing the highest type Christian character, and for se- 
curing the most abundant and the best candidates for the 
Christian ministry. Where Christian influences exist 
the country, they have much closer and more continuous 
access susceptible minds than they have the city. 
The pious mother the country not compelled com- 
pete with many distracting influences the city, 
and the same true the Sabbath-school teacher and 
the pastor. Though the Sabbath-school may small 
and the congregation but handful, the narrowness 
the field large part compensated for the exclus- 
iveness possession, and the depth the influences ex- 
erted inverse ratio the surface covered. The 
work city pastor with large congregation gathered 
from the country churches, have seen most these 
congregations are, may compared that Western 
farmer who rapidly reaping the harvest made abundant 
the presence reserved stores nature. Whereas 
the work the country church fitly compared that 
upon the market garden, where deeper cultivation and 
more direct personal attention secure the ripest rewards 
labor. 

Because, therefore, the importance these country 
churches themselves, well account their re- 
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lations the changed conditions the near future, they 
must maintained. The denomination that neglects 
them and confines itself city work cannot prosper. 
that method procedure cuts off the sources fresh 
supply which church life successfully maintained 
the city. Most all, cuts itself off from supply 
ministerial candidates, and experiences the just rewards 
neglecting the larger part the work, which seems 
the harder, for the sake reaping the deceptive harvests 
city evangelization. 

But the difficulties maintaining the country churches, 
especially supplying them with educated ministry, 
are very great, and those denominations that have refused 
adopt itinerancy for their ministers, and 
that have endeavored secure classical education for 
all their ministerial candidates, are meeting with special 
difficulties these fields the present time. There 
dearth ministers, and there increasing disinclina- 
tion spend either missionary funds ministerial ser- 
vice upon the country parishes. 

Prominent among the plans for bridging over the diffi- 
culty that the Evangelical Alliance, which endeav- 
oring secure unification effort between the differ- 
ent denominations, which appear divide, such un- 
seemly manner, the forces the smaller Christian com- 
munities. would seem practicable persuade the four 
five denominations which often have struggling 
churches competing for support community appar- 
ently only large enough for one well-sustained church, 
lay aside their peculiarities, and unite upon platform 
principles which Christians they agree. But prac- 
tically found that this plan cannot, any great ex- 
tent, prevail. The reasons for the existence the differ- 
ent denominations are applicable the small places 
the large. The Christian system such superlative 
importance that everything connected with means 
preserving its urging its claims, becomes 
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superlative importance. ask the Baptist, who be- 
lieves immersion the only form baptism, and com- 
munion privilege only the church member, 
surrender this point, underestimate the importance 
which rightly attaches his belief. like asking 
patriot who loves his country consent the dismant- 
ling fortresses which seem necessary for its de- 
fence. The defence the fortress is, his mind, the 
defence the country. ask the Congregationalist 
exchange his church polity for that the Presbyterian 
the hierarchical order like asking father who loves his 
children consent the introduction influences which 
seem likely alienate them from the principles has 
most heart; while ask the Presbyterian the Epis- 
copalian surrender his form church government 
would like asking the Government itself disband its 
standing army, and substitute, for orderly method 
procedure, disorderly method conceived far less 
effective. All these denominations represent ideas sup- 
posed their adherents great importance the 
work preserving and disseminating the gospel. 
ask them cherish these ideas only the cities pre- 
posterous. The church union toward which look can 
only the result longer experience and more patient 
and protracted discussion. our present plans seems 
inevitable accept the denominational divisions estab- 
lished facts which cannot lightly set aside. doubt- 
ful the purity Christianity can maintained without 
the watchfulness denominational rivalry. The prob- 
lem, therefore, is, for each denomination maintain its 
due proportion country churches. If, for any reason 
inherent itself, denomination unable this, 
there is, far, argument against its right exist 
all. not therefore hope for any great progress 
the line consolidation churches had view the 
work the Evangelical Alliance. But the evils 
denominationalism appear their worst the country 
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districts, and will, considerable extent, disappear 
the country becomes more thickly settled, and the popu- 
lation begins again, under stress approaching changes 
conditions, flow back from the cities the country 
and from the factory the farm. 

easy see that, the present condition 
things, those church organizations which maintain itin- 
erant system and are able utilize uneducated minis- 
try, have great advantage the race. such ex- 
tent this now recognized that practically the Congre- 
gational and Presbyterian churches have adopted the 
essential elements the system. The Congregational 
Presbyterian home missionary secretary has almost 
much influence determining the relation pastors 
the home missionary churches has the bishop the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and the Congregational and 
Presbyterian ministers themselves are about truly itin- 
erants are their brethren who suppose themselves 
loyal the system Wesley. The disadvantages 
under which the home missionary secretary labors arise 
from two sources: lack properly qualified ministers 
and disinclination the part the churches accept 
uneducated ministers. supply the lack ministers, 
movement has already begun provide shorter course 
theological education adapted the wants candi- 
dates whose school privileges have been limited, but who 
the ordinary walks life have shown special aptitude 
for ministerial duties; while many, also, have been admit- 
ted the ranks the ministry without even this amount 
special training. what extent this movement may 
supply the want, impossible present tell. But 
recognized all hands asa calamity, that the great 
crowds young men who graduate from the Christian 
colleges the land—colleges which, for the most part, 
have been founded and endowed for the express purpose 
raising educated ministry—should turn away 
from the sacred calling. long the most them 
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turn away because their heart not the work, there 
positive help for the situation. The most that can 
done pray the Lord the harvest send forth 
more laborers into the harvest, and baptize anew with his 
Spirit the young men and the maidens, that they may 
have the spirit prophecy. 

partial remedy for the deficiency ministers would 
seem the adoption plan which two more 
contiguous churches should employ the same pastor but, 
the communions above mentioned, this plan comes 
conflict with the spirit independence cultivated the 
local churches and which essential respect. 
found practice difficult any outside pressure ad- 
vice get two churches act concert with reference 
the same candidate, and the union fields left 
the main brought about the successful manage- 
ment the candidate himself, and thus the pastoral office, 
best precarious its tenure, made doubly the 
necessity pleasing two churches instead one. 

But herein field which appeals with peculiar power 
the educated young men the country. And there 
not much waste organization often appears 
superficial observer, even the small villages where sev- 
eral competing churches exist. There usually large 
outlying region tributary the village, and which is, 
with due patience, accessible the influence 
denying and patient ministry. Often there are whole 
neighborhoods within four five miles these numer- 
ous churches where there almost total neglect the 
means grace. surely would noble ambition for 
the most gifted young man set himself seriously about 
the task reaching these lost sheep upon the mountains, 
overcoming their prejudices, and revealing them 
the wonderful love their divine Master. our opinion 
those ministers are specially honored who have thus 
spent their lives the country parishes, where, unknown 
fame, they have made their influence felt such close 
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and long-continued contact with the humble but inde- 
stances might related, almost without number, the 
rich rewards and beneficent results such self-denying 
labor. 

Rev. Samuel Dike, whose labors behalf reform- 
ing the divorce laws the country are now recognized the 
world over, and who himself obtained fitness for his pres- 
ent work such country pastorate that which 
have spoken, has furnished the article above referred 
some most instructive suggestions the facili- 
ties hand our country parishes for the promotion 
religious work. rightly insists that the church 
only one the institutions religion; that before and 
above the church the family, and the family still exists 
its completest form the country district, where out- 
side attractions have less force than the city. sug- 
gesting measures solve this great problem church 
work, naturally reminds the great importance 
the family its relation church work, and emphasizes 
the fact that this whole outlying population gathered 
typical American homes. calling attention the 
desirability and feasibility utilizing this machinery 
God’s own making, can better than quote 
from Mr. Dike, merely adding that the plan proposes 
largely return and modification the catechetical 
methods displaced our undue reliance upon the Sun- 
day-school now organized. Says Mr. Dike 

else can used with great effect meet 
the obstacles presented distance and the other hindrances 
public worship the home. The home always 
contact with the vast numbers the unchurched both 
city and country. is, speak, always the 
ground. Distance, weather, dress, and the many social 
considerations that hinder church attendance, disappear 
before the home. Natural affection, parental duty, and 
domestic interest are pleading for its offices. brings 
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its tasks something more worth than mere intellectual 
professional enthusiasm. And these forces 
wait the development and direction which the church can 
give will apply its energies and resources the 
work with anything like the way which has spent it- 
self over the Sunday-school and similar institutions. 
the judgment the sociologist, that cannot helpful 
permanent adjustment the forces the church 
which does not distribute them proportionately among 
the three great forms social institutions represented 
the family, the congregation, and the larger bodies formed 
out the latter. The family the primary social insti- 
tution. the most universal its inclusion mem- 
bers and its presence. the most constant its in- 
fluence. comes into the closest contact with persons 
all ages and sex, though touches especially the young, 
and the great channel woman’s influence. de- 
velop into all their complex relations the other social in- 
stitutions and yet keep the life the family sound and 
duly vigorous the great task modern society. 
our modern civilization pushes out its wonderful growth 
this side and that, continually finds itself com- 
pelled look its primary constituents and see that they 
are kept their very best. does this peril disso- 
lution. The clearest lessons from the history Aryan 
civilization, enforced too the stress laid early Chris- 
tianity upon piety the household, point this direc- 
tion. 

Here, then, place for some practical work the 
development the latent religious uses the family. 
While may not cease our talk with men about public 
worship and the duties they owe it, may well learn 
them behalf the family. But this must not 
done the family were beggar, with self-respect lost, 
waiting for the dole others may condescend give it. 
have had too much this sort treatment the 
home. have made helpless the methods our 


1890.] The Country Church. 279 


charity long enough. time help the home self- 
respect our own respect for it. There slum- 
bering consciousness itself which needs called in- 
activity. 

Work this direction will slowat first. Long dis- 
use the powers the family, perhaps should say 
the great neglect train and use them fully, has had the 
effect partial paralysis infantile weakness. 
easier work upon larger collections people than 
take single households, just can make shoes 
cheaper factory than the old-fashioned way. 

“But the work can give example, which 
only one, and the single direction religious instruc- 
tion. refer the home department the Sunday- 
school. This the name given extension the 
Sunday-school beyond the limits the collection its 
members congregations. secures the enrollment all 
can those persons who cannot attend with much fre- 
quency the central Sunday-school, its members the 
home department the school. These are supplied with 
the necessary materials and helps, and are pledged give 
least half-hour every Sunday the study the in- 
ternational lesson some other Scripture home, either 
alone with some other members family. re- 
cord attendance upon this duty and other matters 
made and sent regularly the school, which its turn 
gives similar information. This the leading feature, 
which others have been and may still added. This de- 
vice has been very successful, almost adding least one- 
fifth the membership the school, and sometimes 
doubling its numbers. Several hundred schools probably 
have adopted country towns, where working re- 
markably well, and late has been most successfully 
tried some cities. 

“The principle this evident, and capable 
enlargement and application several directions. 
reaches more people than the congregational method 
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work can itself. What more, has planted 
the popular mind the idea the responsibility the 
home itself and the possibility doing its own work 
some measure. Now may other arrange- 
ments the general sort. Household worship and per- 
haps liturgical aids it, studies the ethics and 
ics home life, the assignment definite parts reli- 
gious instruction the home along with those pursued 
the church school, may named within the range 
the American family ordinary intelligence. course 
Bible study..... and also the salient points church 
history, the confessions, collects, hymns, music, and mis- 
sionary work the church might become parts syste- 
matic study home the more intelligent families, 
not most.” 

From all these considerations evident that solving 
the problem the country church, that the con- 
version the world, what need not more measures 
but more men. How shall secure great in- 
crease laborers prepared enter into these fields and 
cope with their difficulties? Ultimately, course, the 
answer this question resolves itself into the more fun- 
damental one, How shall secure the conversion, con- 
secration, and Christian training the children and youth 
our land? But subsidiary questions relate various 
other matters importance. Among these that 
forming public sentiment that shall properly honor 
those who enter upon this self-denying and most impor- 
tant work. present time are impressed with 
the fact that honor distributed upon the ministry not 
proportion its real spiritual work, but proportion 
its accidental and superficial adornments. the cor- 
rection the present depraved public sentiment upon 
this point, appeal can made with special force 
the professors and patrons our Christian academies 
and colleges. These institutions were founded and were 
largely endowed for the very purpose providing for 
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the necessity which are now speaking. not 
right that these institutions should brought down 
the low level mere secular seats learning. College 
presidents and college professors are called upon, view 
the present tendencies, humble themselves before 
God, and ask, why that larger number their 
pupils are not controlled the higher ambitions impel- 
ling grapple with the hard problems and the hard 
realities home missionary work. The wine-drinking 
and worldly alumni these institutions should not al- 
lowed control outside pressure, considerable 
extent they are now aiming do, the election college 
officers and professors. Nor should this class allowed, 
now largely the case, be, the various alumni 
societies, the chief representatives their Mater. 

But one class men can bear the whole responsibil- 
ity for the present decadence interest the work 
ministering the wants the country churches the 
land. There has been general decay public sentiment 
upon the point, arising largely from failure appreciate 
its importance and its hopefulness. have but duly 
reflect upon the problems have the fire kindle our 
bones. Any man his calm senses would say that the 
winning hundred souls Christ was more satisfac- 
tory accomplishment and higher type success than 
the accumulation hundred thousand dollars worth 
precarious securities, and yet but small proportion even 
men marked ability who endeavor attain the lat- 
ter end are successful. other hand, scarcely any 
young man even moderate ability can fail, after proper 
preparation, find neglected country field Christian 
labor, where patient effort the lines marked out 
heavenly appointed means can win more than hun- 
dred souls back paths righteousness and lead them 
seats everlasting glory. And among these hundred 
stars his crown more than likely there will some 
special brilliancy who shall guiding light thou- 
sands more. 
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The great need our country churches pastors 
who shall enter heartily into the work before them, and 
who shall properly appreciate their privileges and mag- 
nify their calling. one who fully understands the op- 
portunities even small country parish, the general 
‘hankering the college graduate for business, and the 
theological graduate for city parish, unaccountable 
for, well known, nine-tenths the business men fail 
success, and, have seen, the country parish affords 
much clearer field for influence than the city parish. 
The seductions the city and the very bustle its ac- 
tivities militate against the permanent influence the 
preacher. The audience goes out from the sound the 
metropolitan preacher’s voice listen very Babel 
voices every description and upon every class sub- 
jects, and have their eyes dazzled with the display 
those who have become suddenly rich. Calm reflection 
almost impossible, even for the youngest. But how differ- 
ent the country, where the educated minister can 
his mental attainments easily lead the thought the 
whole community, and, with the young, follow the im- 
pressions one week with those the next, and thus se- 
cure the cumulative force continuous effort! The op- 
portunity for study, also, which open the pastor 
the country church, compared with that the city 
pastor, the very greatest importance both his 
present and his future work. Unlike the lawyer the 
physician, the pastor the very beginning his call- 
ing thrust into the complete performance his arduous 
duties. must prepare many sermons from week 
week the beginning his labors during any later 
portion. The demands the Sabbath-school, pastoral 
visitation, the weekly lecture prayer-meeting 
are the same the beginning the end the pastoral 
office. Whereas, with the lawyer and physician, the first 
few years practice are likely give time for reflection 
and study: clients hesitate about committing their case 
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novice, and patients seek experience their physi- 
cian. Happy the pastor whom Providence permits 
begin the arduous work his calling some country 
parish, where can command the situation rather than 
have the situation command him, and where compara- 
tive quiet may over again, amid the practical affairs 
life, the great themes the gospel which 
preach! 

Much more might said the opportunity afforded 
the country parish for the more protracted and pro- 
founder methods study which are ever demand 
solving the deepest problems human thought. 
well-known fact that the deepest and most influential 
theological thought New England has been done 
country pastors. Such were Charles Backus, Lyman 
Beecher, Joseph Bellamy, Asa Burton, Jonathan Edwards, 
Justin Edwards, Nathaniel Emmons, Thomas Hooker, 
Samuel Hopkins, John Norton, John Smalley, Solomon 
Stoddard, Nathan Strong, Bennett Tyler, Eleazar Wheel- 
ock, Stephen West, John Wheelright, and John Wise. 
There mistaken notion, becoming increasingly preva- 
lent, that successful can prosecuted only the 
vicinity large libraries. This depends upon what kind 
study one has view. For the prosecution philo- 
sophical and theological studies, comparatively small 
range books well-selected will furnish all the essen- 
tial material. one’s Greek and Hebrew Bibles, with 
the lexicons and grammars and Bible dictionary, few 
well-selected commentaries and systems theology, and 
large collection other books reference, within 
the means almost any country pastor, provided 
with nearly all needs. cannot any means ex- 
haust the possibilities successful study with such helps, 
the first ten years his ministry. Besides, the 
present progress our civilization, libraries and literary 
centres are springing every part the land, and 
are accessible him wise enough reverse 
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the custom the city pastor and get variety spend- 
ing his vacation the city, while the city pastor the 
country. Books, too, are now attainable from some 
the libraries mail, and thus the position laborers 
these diverse fields being equalized. 

But, after all, these are not the great considerations. 
They are only secondary. The appeal the country 
population the Christian heart the college gradu- 
ate. The ideal our civilization can realized only 
when there highly educated preacher the gospel, 
independent thought, within reach and contact 
with every outlying neighborhood land. The ap- 
peal that the lost sheep the mountain side, and 
whoever shall hear and heed that appeal cannot fail re- 
turn richly laden with its rewards. 
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ARTICLE VII. 
PRIMEVAL CHRONOLOGY. 


THE REV. PROFESSOR WILLIAM HENRY GREEN, D., 
PRINCETON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


THE question the possible reconciliation the results 
scientific inquiry respecting the antiquity man and 
the age the world with the Scripture chronology has 
been long and earnestly debated. the one hand, sci- 
entists, deeming them irreconcilable, have been led 
distrust the divine authority the Scriptures; and, 
the other hand, believers the divine word have been 
led look upon the investigations science with un- 
friendly eye, though they were antagonistic religious 
faith. reply Bishop Colenso 1863, had occa- 
sion examine the method and structure the biblical 
genealogies, and incidentally ventured the that 
herein lay the solution the whole matter. said: 
time which rests upon genealogies, the sacred chronol- 
ogy largely does. Who certify that the ante- 
diluvian and ante-Abrahamic genealogies have not been 
condensed the same manner the post-Abrahamic? 
Our current chronology based upon the 
facie impression these But these 
recently discovered indications the antiquity man, 
over which scientific circles are now excited, shall, 
when carefully inspected and thoroughly weighed, demon- 
strate all that any have imagined they might demonstrate, 
what then? They will simply show that the popular 
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chronology based upon wrong interpretation, and 
that select and partial register ante-Abrahamic names 
has been mistaken for complete one.” Further 
tion has confirmed the correctness the opinion 
then expressed. 

the courteous request the Editors the 
theca Sacra here repeat, with few verbal changes, the 
discussion the biblical genealogies above referred to, 
and add some further considerations which seem 
justify the belief that the genealogies Genesis, chapters 
and xi., were not intended used, and cannot prop- 
erly used, for the construction chronology. 

can scarcely necessary adduce proof one 
who has even superficial acquaintance with the genealo- 
gies the Bible, that these are frequently abbreviated 
the omission unimportant names. fact, abridg- 
ment the general rule, induced the indisposition 
the sacred writers encumber their pages with more 
names than were necessary for their immediate purpose. 
This constantly the case, and the reason for ob- 
vious, that the occurrence need create surprise 
anywhere, and are liberty suppose whenever 
anything the circumstances the case favors that belief. 

The omissions the genealogy our Lord given 
Matt. are familiar all. Thus verse three names 
are dropped between Joram and (Uzziah), viz., Aha- 
ziah Kings 25), Joash Kings xii. 1), and Amaziah 
Kings xiv. 1); and verse Jehoiakim omitted 
after Josiah Kings xxiii. 34; Chron. 16); and 
verse the entire genealogy summed two steps, 
Jesus Christ, the son David, the son Abraham.” 

Other instances abound elsewhere; mention only 
few the most striking. Chron. xxvi. read 
list appointments made King David (see 
xxiv. xxvi. 26), that Shebuel,’ the son 


Moses for Shubael and Shebuel are all probability mere orthographic 
variations the same name. 
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Gershom, the son Moses, was ruler the treasures; 
and again Chron. xxiii. 15, 16, find written, 
The sons Moses were Gershom and Eliezer. the 
sons Gershom Shebuel was the chief.” Now ab- 
surd suppose that the author Chronicles was 
grossly ignorant suppose that the grandson Moses 
could living the reign David, and appointed 
him responsible office. the same connec- 
tion Chron. xxvi. 31), read that the Hebron- 
ites was Jerijah the and this Jerijah, Jeriah 
(for the names are identical), was, according xxiii. 19, 
the first the sons Hebron, and Hebron was (ver. 12) 
the son Kohath, the son Levi (ver. that 
contraction the genealogical lists allowed, have 
the great-grandson Levi holding prominent office 
the reign David. 

The genealogy Ezra recorded the book which 
bears his name; but learn from another passage, 
which the same line descent given, that has been 
abridged the omission six consecutive names. This 
will appear from the following comparison, viz. 


Chron. vi. 3-14. Ezra vii. 
Aaron Aaron 
Eleazar Eleazar 
Phinehas Phinehas 
Abishua Abishua 
Bukki Bukki 
Uzzi Uzzi 
Zerahiah Zerahiah 
Meraioth Meraioth 
Amariah 
Ahitub 
Zadok 
12. Ahimaaz 
13. Azariah 
Johanan 
15. Azariah Azariah 
16. Amariah Amariah 
17. Ahitub Ahitub 
18. Zadok Zadok 
19. Shallum Shallum 
20. Hilkiah Hilkiah 
21. Azariah Azariah 
22. Seraiah Seraiah 


Ezra 
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Still further, Ezra relates (viii. 

“These are now the chief their fathers, and this 
the genealogy them that went with from 
lon, the reign Artaxerxes the king. the sons 
the sons David, Hattush.” 

Here, abridgment the genealogy allowed, 
should have great-grandson and grandson Aaron, 
and son David coming with Ezra from Babylon 
after the captivity. 

This disposition abbreviate genealogies the omis- 
sion whatever unessential the immediate purpose 
the writer shown still more remarkable reduc- 
tions than those which have been considering. 
sons different degrees relationship are sometimes 
thrown together under common title descriptive the 
majority, and all words explanation, even those which 
seem essential the sense, are rigorously excluded, the 
supplying these chasms being left the independent 
knowledge the reader. Hence several passages the 
genealogies Chronicles have now become hopelessly 
obscure. They may have been intelligible enough con- 
but for those who have extraneous sources 
information, the key their explanation wanting. 
other cases are able understand them, because 
the information necessary make them intelligible 
supplied from parallel passages Scripture. Thus the 
opening verses Chronicles contain the following bald 
list names without word explanation, viz.: Adam, 
Seth, Enosh; Kenan, Mahalalel, Jared; Enoch, Methu- 
selah, Lamech; Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 

are not told who these persons are, how they were 
related each other, whether they were related. The 
writer presumes that his readers have the book Gene- 
sis their hands, and that the simple mention these 
names their order will sufficient remind them 
that the first ten trace the line descent from father 
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son from the first the second great progenitor man- 
and that the last three are brothers, although noth- 
ing said indicate that their relationship different 
from the preceding. 

Again the family Eliphaz, the son Esau, spoken 
the following terms Chron. 36: The sons 
Eliphaz: Teman and Omar, Zephi and Gatam, Kenaz and 
Timna, and 

Now, turning Genesis xxxvi. shall see 
that the first five are sons Eliphaz, and the sixth his 
concubine, who was the mother the seventh. This 
plainly written Genesis that the author the Chron- 
icles, were the most inveterate blunderer, could not 
have mistaken it. But trusting the knowledge his 
readers supply the omission, leaves out the state- 
ment respecting Eliphaz’s concubine, but the same time 
connects her name and that with the family 
which they belong, and this though was professedly 
giving statement the sons Eliphaz. 

So, likewise, the pedigree (or Shemuel, 
ver. 33, the difference orthography due our trans- 
lators, and not the original), which givenin 
Chron. vi. both ascending and descending series. 
Thus verses The sons Kohath Amminadab 
his son, Korah his son, Assir his son; son, 
and Ebiasaph his son, and Assir his son; Tahath his 
etc. 

The extent which the framer this list has studied 
comprehensiveness and conciseness will appear from the 
fact, which one would suspect unless informed from 
other sources, that while the general law which prevails 
that descent from father toson, the third, fourth, 
and fifth names represent brothers. This shown 
comparison Ex. vi. 24, and the parallel genealogy, 
Chron. vi. 36, that the true line descent the 
following, viz.:— 

VOL: XLVII. NO. 
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ver. 22-24—Kohath ver. 37-38—Kohath 


Amminadab Izhar 

Korah Korah 
Assir, Elkanah, Ebiasaph Ebiasaph 

Assir Assir 

Tahath, Tahath, etc. 


The circumstance that the son Kohath called 
one list Amminadab, and the other Izhar, real dis- 
crepancy and can create embarrassment, since 
unusual thing for the same person have two 
Witness Abram and Abraham Jacob and Israel; Joseph 
and Zaphenath-paneah, Gen. xli. 45, Hoshea, Jehoshua, 
Num. xiii. (or Jeshua, Neh. viii. 17, Gideon 
and Jerubbaal, Judg. vi. 32, Solomonand Jedidiah, Sam. 
xii. 24, 25, Azariah and Uzziah, Kings xv. 13, Daniel 
and Belteshazzar, Hananiah, Mishael, Azariah and Shad- 
rach, Meshach, Abednego, Dan. Saul and Paul, 
Thomas and Didymus, Cephas and Peter, and profane 
history Cyaxares and Darius, Octavianus and Augustus, 
Napoleon and Bonaparte, Ferretti and Pius IX. 

The genealogy Moses and Aaron isthus stated the 
sixth chapter Exodus 

Ver. 16. these are the names the sons Levi, 
according their generations; Gershon, and Kohath, 
and Merari: and the years the life Levi were 
hundred and thirty and seven years.”’ 

18. ‘‘And the sons Amram, and Izhar, and 
Hebron, and and the years the life Kohath 
were hundred and thirty and three years.” 

1g. And the sons 

20, ‘‘And Amram took him Jochebed his father’s sis- 
ter wife; and she bare him Aaron and Moses: and the 
years the life Amram were hundred and thirty 
and seven 
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There abundant proof that this genealogy has been 
condensed, have already seen that many others 
have been, the dropping some the less important 
names. 

This afforded, the first place, parallel genealo- 
gies the same period that Bezaleel Chron. ii. 
18-20), which records seven generations from Jacob; and 
that Joshua Chron. vii. 23-27), which records eleven. 
Now scarcely conceivable that there should 
eleven links the line descent from Jacob Joshua, 
and only four from Jacob Moses. 

still-more convincing proof yielded Num. iii. 
19, 27, 28, from which appearsthat the four sons 
hath severally gave rise the families the Amramites, 
the Izharites, the Hebronites, and the and 
that the number the male members these families ofa 
month old and upward was 8,600 one year after the Ex- 
odus. that, abridgment has taken place the 
genealogy, the grandfather Moses had, the lifetime 
the latter, 8,600 descendants the male sex alone, 
2,750 them being between the ages thirty and fifty 
(Num. iv. 36). 

Another proof equally convincing found the 
fact that Levi’s son Kohath was born before the descent 
into Egypt (Gen. xlvi. 11); and the abode the children 
Israel Egypt continued 430 years (Ex. xii. 40, 41). 
Nowas Moses was eighty years old the Exodus (Ex. 
vii. must have been born more than 350 years after 
Kohath, who consequently could not have been his own 
grandfather. 

This genealogy, whose abbreviated character isso clear- 
established, special importance for the immediate 
purpose ofthis paper, because might appear, first 
sight, though such assumption was precluded the 
present instance, and though the letter Scripture 
shut the inevitable conclusion that there were 
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four links, and more, from Jacob Moses. The 
names which are without deviation all the gene- 
alogies are Jacob, Levi, Kohath, Amram, Moses (Ex. vi. 
16-20; Num. iii. 17-19; xxvi. 57-59; Chron. vi. 1-3, 
16-18; xxiii. 12, 13). Now unquestionably Levi was 
Jacob’s own son. likewise Kohath was the son 
Levi xlvi. 11) and born before the descent into 
Egypt. Amram also was the immediate descendant 
Kohath. does not seem possible, Kurtz proposed, 
insert the missing links between them. For, the 
first place, according Num. xxvi. 59, ‘‘The name 
Amram’s wife was Jochebed, the daughter Levi, whom 
her mother bare Levi this Jochebed being 
(Ex. vi. 20) Amram’s aunt, his father’s sister. Now, 
true, that ‘‘a daughter might have the gen- 
eral sense descendant Levi, the woman healed 
our Lord (Luke xiii. 16) called daughter 
Abraham and her being born Levi might simply 
mean that she sprang from him (comp. Gen. xlvi. 
But these expressions must here taken ina strict 
sense, and Jochebed accordingly must have been 
own daughter and the sister Kohath, who must con- 
sequence have been Amram’s own father. This appears 
from second consideration, viz., that Amram was (Num. 
iii. 27) the father one the subdivisions the Ko- 
hathites, these subdivisions springing from Kohath’s own 
children and comprising together 8,600 male descendants. 
Moses’ father surely could not have been the ancestor 
one-fourth this number Moses’ own days. 

avoid this difficulty Tiele and Keilassume that there 
were two Amrams, one the son Kohath, another the 
father Moses, who was more remote descendant but 
bore the same name with his ancestor. This relieves the 
embarrassment created the Amramites (Num. iii. 27) 
but still liable that which arises from making Joche- 
bed the mother Moses. And further, the structure 
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the genealogy Ex, vi. such make this hypothe- 
sis unnatural and improbable. Verse names the three 
sons Levi, Gershom, Kohath, and Merari; ver. 
the sons each their order ver. the children 
Kohath’s sons; ver. 23, 24, contain descendants the 
next generation, and ver. the generation next follow- 
ing. Now, according the view Tiele and Keil, 
must either suppose that the Amram, Izhar, and 
ver. are all different from the Amram, Izhar, and 
Uzziel ver. 18, else that Amram, though belonging 
later generation than Izhaf and introduced 
before them, which the regular structure the genealogy 
and besides, the sons Izhar and the sons 
Uzziel, who are here named, were the contemporaries 
Moses and Aaron the sons Amram (Num. 
Lev. 

This subject may relieved from all perplexity, how- 
ever, observing that Amram and Jochebed were not 
the immediate parents, but the ancestors Aaron and 
Moses. How many generations may have intervened, 
cannot tell. indeed said (Ex. Num. xxvi. 
59), that Jochebed bare them Amram. But the 
language the genealogies this simply means that they 
were descended from her and from Amram. Thus, Gen. 
xlvi. 18, after recording the sons Zilpah, her grandsons, 
and her great-grandsons, the writer adds, are the 
sons Zilpah and these she bare unto Jacob, 
even sixteen The same thing recurs the case 
Bilhah (ver. 25): ‘‘She bare these unto Jacob; all the 
souls were (Comp. also ver. 15, 22.) one 
can pretend here that the author this register did not 
use the terms understandingly descendants beyond the 
first generation. like manner, according Matt. 
Josias begat his grandson Jechonias, and ver. Jo- 
ram begat his great-great-grandson Ozias. And Gen. 
15-18 Canaan, the grandson Noah, said have 
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begotten several whole nations, the Jebusite, the Amor- 
ite, the Girgasite, the Hivite, etc. (Comp. also Gen. 
xxv. 23; Deut. iv. 25; xx. 18; Isa. li. 2.) 
Nothing can plainer, therefore, than that, the usage 
the Bible, ‘‘to bear” and ‘‘to are 
wide sense indicate descent, without restriction the 
immediate 

serious objection this view the case that 
Lev. Uzziel, Amram’s brother, called ‘‘the uncle 
Aaron.” The Hebrew word here rendered 
often specifically applied definite degree relation- 
ship, has, both from etymology and usage, much wider 
sense. still uncle, and 
would properly described the term here used. 

may also observed that the actual history the 
birth Moses his parents are not called Amram and 
Jochebed. simply said (Ex. ii. 1), there went 
man the house Levi, and took wife daughter 
Levi.” 

After these preliminary observations, which were origi- 
nally drawn for another purpose, the more 
immediate design the present paper, proceeding 
inquire, whether the genealogies Gen. and xi. are 
necessarily considered complete, and embracing 
all the links the line descent from Adam Noah 
Shemto Abraham. And upon this remark— 

That the analogy Scripture genealogies decid- 
edly against such supposition. numerous other in- 
stances there incontrovertible evidence more less 
abridgment. This may even the case where various 


child called ‘‘a son born Naomi,” who was 
and not even ancestor the child the strict sense. 
Zerubbabel called familiarly the son Shealtiel (Ezr, iii, Hag.i. 1), 
and stated the genealogies both Matt. and Luke iii. 
27, though reality was his nephew iii. That descent 
reckoned genealogies not always that actual parentage appears 
from the comparison the ancestry our Lord given Matthew and 
Luke. 


circumstances combine produce different impression 
the outset. Nevertheless, have seen that this first 
impression dissipated more careful examina- 
tion and comparison collateral data. The result 
our investigations thus far sufficient show that 
precarious assume that any biblical genealogy de- 
signed strictly continuous, unless itcan subjected 
some external tests which prove so. And 
observed that the Scriptures furnish collateral 
information whatever respecting the period covered 
the genealogies now question. The creation, the 
Flood, the call Abraham, are great facts, which stand 
out distinctly primeval sacred history. few incidents 
respecting our first parents and their sons Cain and Abel 
are recorded. Then thereis almost total blank until 
the Flood, with nothing whatever fill the gap, and 
nothing suggest the length time intervening but what 
found the genealogy stretching between these two 
points. And the case substantially the same from the 
Flood far the biblical records go, 
are left not only without adequate data, but without any 
data whatever, which can brought into comparison 
with these genealogies for the sake testing their con- 
tinuity and completeness. 

If, therefore, any really trustworthy data can gath- 
ered from any source whatever, from any realm scien- 
tific antiquarian research, which can brought into 
comparison with these genealogies for the sake deter- 
mining the question, whether they have noted every link 
the chain descent, whether, other manifest 
instances, links have been omitted, such data should 
welcomed and the comparison fearlessly made. Science 
would simply perform the office, this instance, which 
information gathered from other parts Scripture un- 
hesitatingly allowed regard those genealogies 
previously examined. 
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lar which comparison may instituted between the 
primeval history man and Gen. v., suggests especial 
caution before affirming the absolute completeness the 
latter. The letter the genealogical record (v. 
were dependent alone, might naturally lead 
infer that Seth was Adam’s first But know 
from chapter iv. that had already had two sons, Cain 
and Abel, and from iv. that must have had daugh- 
ter, and from iv. that had probably had several sons 
and daughters, whose families had swollen considera- 
ble number before Adam’s one hundred and thirtieth 
year, which Seth was born. Yet all this the geneal- 
ogy gives inkling. 

there not, however, peculiarity the construc- 
tion these genealogies which forbids our applying 
them inference drawn from others not constructed 
The fact that each member the series said have 
begotten the one next succeeding, is, the light the 
wide use this term which have discovered other 
cases, evidence itself that links have not been omit- 
ted. But not the chronological statements introduced 
into these genealogies oblige regard them neces- 
sarily continuous? Why should the author partic- 
ular state, every case, with unfailing regularity, the 
age each patriarch the birth his son, unless 
was his design thus construct chronology this 
entire period, and afford his readers the necessary ele- 
ments for computation the interval from the creation 
the deluge and from the deluge Abraham? And 
this was his design, must course have aimed make 
his list complete. The omission even single name 
would create error. 

But are really justified supposing that the author 
these genealogies entertained such purpose? 
noticeable fact that never puts them sucha use him- 


} 
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self. nowhere sums these numbers, nor suggests 
their summation. chronological statement deduced 
from these genealogies, either him any inspired 
writer. There computation anywhere Scripture 
the time that elapsed from the creation from the 
deluge, there from the descent into Egypt the 
Exodus xii. 40), from the Exodus the building 
genealogies are for the sake constructing chronology, 
why are numbers introduced which have possible rela- 
tion such Why are told how long each 
patriarch lived after the birth his what was 
the entire length his life? numbers are given 
with the same regularity the age each the birth 
his son; and they are use making upa 
chronology the period. They merely afford con- 
spectus individual lives. And for this reason doubtless 
they are recorded. They exhibit these selected exam- 
ples the original term human life. They show what 
was the ages before the Flood. They show how was 
afterwards gradually narrowed down. But order 
this was not necessary that every individual should 
named the line from Adam Noah and from Noah 
Abraham, nor anything approaching it. series spec- 
imen lives, with the appropriate numbers attached, was 
all that was required. And, far appears, this all 
that has been furnished us. And this the case, the 
notion basing chronological computation upon these 
genealogies fundamental mistake. putting them 
purpose that they were not designed subserve, and 
which from the method their construction they are 
not adapted. When said, for example, that ‘‘Enosh 
lived ninety years and begat the well-established 
usage the word begat” makes this statement equally 
true and equally accordant with analogy, whether Kenan 
ora remote descendant Enosh wheth- 
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Kenan was himself born, when Enosh was ninety years 
age one was born from whom Kenan sprang. These 
genealogies may yield the minimum length time 
that possible accept for the period that they cover; 
but they can make account the duration represented 
the names that have been dropped from the register, 
needless for the author’s particular purpose. 

The abode the children Israelin Egypt affords 
for our present purpose the best Scripture parallel the 
periods now under consideration. The greater part 
this term 430 years left the sacred history. 
few incidents are mentioned the beginning connected 
with the descent Jacob and his family into Egypt and 
their settlement there. And its close mention made 
some incidents the life Moses and the events lead- 
ing the Exodus. But with these exceptions account 
given this long period. The interval only bridged 
genealogy extending from Levi Moses and Aaron 
and their contemporaries among their immediate relatives 
(Ex. vi. 16-26). This genealogy records the length 
each man’s life the principal line descent, viz., Levi 
16), Kohath (ver. 18), Amram (ver. 
spondence the points just indicated with the genealogies 
Gen. and xi., and the periods which they cover, 
certainly remarkable. they proceeded from the 
same pen, may fairly infer from the similarity con- 
struction similarity design. Now has been shown 
already that the genealogy from Levi Moses cannot 
have recorded all the links that line descent, and 
that could not, therefore, have been intended used 
absolutely certain the explicit statement Ex. xii. 40. 
further appears from the fact that the numbers given 
this genealogy exhibit the longevity the patriarchs 
named, but cannot concatenated sum the 
entire period; thus suggesting the inference that the 
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numbers the other genealogies, with which are now 
concerned, were given witha like design, and not with 
the view enabling the reader construct the chronology. 
Insofar asa valid drawn from 
the civilization Egypt, its monuments and records, 
show that the interval between the deluge and the call 
Abraham must have been greater than that yielded 
the genealogy Gen. xi., the argument equally valid 
against the assumption that this genealogy was intended 
supply the elements for chronological computation. 
For altogether apart from his inspiration Moses could not 
have made mistake here. was brought the 
court Pharaoh, and was learned all the wisdom 
the Egyptians, which his legislation and the marvellous 
table the affinities nations Gen. x., once the ad- 
miration and the despair independ- 
ent proof. lived the glorious period the great 
Egyptian monarchy. Its monuments were then their 
freshness and completeness. None the irreparable 
damage, which time and ruthless barbarism have since 
wrought, had been suffered then. The fragmentary rec- 
ords, which scholars are now laboriously struggling 
unravel and combine, with their numerous gaps and 
hopeless obscurities, were then their integrity and well 
understood. Egypt’s claim hoary antiquity was far 
better known Moses, and was position gaina 
far more intelligent comprehension than possible 
present; for exuberant materials were ready his 
hand, which only scanty and disordered remnant now 
survives. If, then, Egyptian antiquity contradicts the 
current chronology, simply shows that this chronology 
based upon unfounded assumption. rests 
fundamentally mistaken interpretation the 
hamic genealogy, and assigns meaning which Moses 
could never have intended that should have. 

well known, the texts the Septuagint and the 


; 
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Samaritan Pentateuch vary systematically from the He- 
brew both the genealogies Gen. and xi. According 
the chronologies based these texts respectively, 
the interval between the Flood and the birth Abraham 
was 292 (Hebrew), 942 (Samaritan), 1172 years (Septua- 
Some have been disposed this state the case 
adopt the chronology drawn from the Septuagint, 
affording here the needed relief. But the superior accu- 
racy the Hebrew text this instance, well gener- 
ally elsewhere, can incontrovertibly established. This 
resource, then, broken reed. might, however, 
plausibly imagined, and has fact been maintained, that 
these changes were made the Septuagint translators 
others for the sake accommodating the Mosaic narra- 
tive the imperative demands the accepted Egyptian 
antiquity. But this so, only further confirma- 
tion the argument already urged, that the ante-Abra- 
hamic genealogy cannot have been intended Moses 
basis chronological computation. knew much 
the age Egypt the Septuagint translators any 
their day. And brief term this genealogy 
yields, was inadmissible their judgment, and they felt 
constrained enlarge the addition nearly nine 
centuries, not clear that Moses never could have in- 
tended that the genealogy should interpreted? 

Furthermore, seems worthy consideration 
whether the original intent with which these textual 
changes were made, was after all chronological one. 
The principle which they are obviously and uniformly 
governed, rather suggestive disposition make 
amore symmetrical division individual lives than 
protract the entire period. The effect these changes 
upon the chronology may have been altogether after- 
thought. 

Thus the Hebrew text Gen. the ages differ- 
ent patriarchs the birth the son named are quite ir- 


é 
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regular, and vary from sixty-five one hundred and 
eighty-seven. But the versions seek bring them into 
closer conformity, and introduce something like reg- 
ular gradation. The Septuagint proceeds the assump- 
tion that patriarchs such enormous longevity should 
nearly two centuries old the birth their son. 
cordingly, when, the Hebrew, they fall much below 
this standard, one hundred years are added the num- 
ber preceding the birth the son and the same amount 
deducted from the number following his birth; the total 
length each life thus preserved without change, the 
proportion its different parts alone being altered. The 
Samaritan, the other hand, assumes gradual diminu- 
tion the ages successive patriarchs prior the birth 
their son, none rising century after the first two. 
When, therefore, the number the Hebrew text exceeds 
one hundred, one hundred deducted and the same 
amount added the years after the son was born. 
the case Lamech the reduction greater still, order 
effect the necessary diminution. Accordingly the 
years assigned the several antediluvian patriarchs be- 
fore the birth their son these several texts fol- 


lows 
Samaritan. 


Adam. 130 230 130 
Seth 105 205 105 
Enosh 190 
Kenan 170 
Mahalalel 165 
Jared 162 162 
Enoch 165 
187 
Lamech 182 188 
Noah 600 600 600 


simple glance these numbers sufficient show 
that the Hebrew the original, from which the others 


1The number varies different manuscripts. 
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diverge the one side the other, according the 
principle which they have severally adopted. likewise 
creates strong presumption that the object contem- 
plated these changes was make the lives more sym- 
metrical, rather than effect alteration the chronol- 
ogy. 

the genealogies Gen. and xi. 
also favors the belief that they not register all the 
names these respective lines descent. Their regu- 
larity seems indicate intentional arrangement. Each 
genealogy includes ten names, Noah being the tenth from 
Adam, and Terah the tenth from Noah. And each ends 
with father having three sons, likewise the case 
with the Cainite genealogy (iv. 17-22). The Sethite gene- 
alogy (chap. v.) culminates its seventh member, Enoch, 
who “walked with God,and was not, for God took 
The Cainite genealogy also culminates its seventh 
member, Lamech, with his polygamy, bloody revenge, and 
boastful arrogance. The genealogy descending from 
Shem divides evenly its fifth member, Peleg; and “in 
his days was the earth divided.”” Now the adjustment 
the genealogy Matt. into three periods fourteen 
generations each brought about dropping the requi- 
site number names, seems the highest degree prob- 
able that the symmetry these primitive genealogies 
artificial rather than natural. much more likely that 
this definite number names fitting into 
scheme has been selected sufficiently representing the 
periods which they belong, than that all these striking 
numerical coincidences should have happened occur 
these successive instances. 

may further added that the genealogy chap. 
xi. complete, Peleg, who marks the entrance new 
period, died while all his ancestors from Noah onward 
were still living. Indeed Shem, Arphaxad, Selah, and 
Eber must all have outlived not only Peleg, but all the 
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generations following far and including Terah. The 
whole impression the narrative Abraham’s days 
that the Flood was event long since past, and that the 
actors had passed away ages before. And yet 
chronology constructed out this genealogy, 
Noah was for fifty-eight years the contemporary Abra- 
ham, and Shem actually survived him thirty-five years, 
provided xi. taken its natural sense, that 
Abraham was born Terah’s seventieth year. This con- 
clusion well-nigh incredible. The calculation which 
leads such result, must proceed upon wrong as- 
sumption. 

these various grounds conclude that the Scrip- 
tures furnish data for chronological computation 
prior the life and that the Mosaic records 
not fix and were not intended fix the precise date 
either the Flood the creation the world. 
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ARTICLE VIII. 


THE AMERICAN BOARD AND RECENT 
DISCUSSIONS. 


THERE are some indications that the controversy which 
for some years past has agitated the constituency the 
American Board about pass intoa new phase 
merged into wider movement thought. The time 
is, therefore, opportune for brief review the merits 
this controversy and careful statement the results, 
far they have yet been realized. study 
more than temporary interest and value, since the matters 
debate have touched the effective working one the 
most venerable and successful missionary organizations 
the times, and have also been closely related one the 
great theological movements this generation. 
these wider bearings the questions review which 
have attracted the general interest Protestant Christen- 
something more has been seen stake than 
the fortunes few missionary candidates the offi- 
cials missionary society, something which affects radi- 
cally the whole missionary enterprise the age and 
the general interpretation the gospel and the Christian 
Whatever part purely personal considerations 
mere partisanship may have played the events here 
reviewed} not these which have made the movement 
memorable, which have drawn toward the thoughts 
many men weight other communions and 
other lands. Agencies and methods for evangelizing men 
and nations, involving the highest temporal and eternal 
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interests vast populations well the forms and 
power civilized life over the greater portion the 
habitable globe, are under inquiry and are subjected 
the severest tests. The meaning and the validity the 
divine message which the Master has commissioned 
proclaim, the warp and woof the Christian faith 
which live and which the one supreme treasure 
human hearts all generations,—it these transcendent 
themes which are debate, these ineffable interests 
which have been cast into the balances thought and 
discussion. 

Let take brief survey the salient features the 
movement,that the facts may and that the grounds 
and significance the criticisms offer may plainly 
mind. Before begin, may needful say that 
the general doctrinal ferment these later years not 
specifically view. recognize it, notice its 
connection with the events are study more 
fewer points, are not insensible the logical relations 
which subsist between these two movements; but for 
obvious and sufficient reasons confine our present 
study the agitations which have been directly connected 
with the American Board and its administration during 
the past four years. The much-censured speeches the 
platform the Board Portland October, 1882, the 
excitement connected with the election Dr. Newman 
Smyth the chair theology Andover Theological 
Seminary, and the commotion involved the settlement 
Rev. George Gordon over the Old South Church 
Boston, are often referred parts that course 
events which purpose examine; but for obvious 
reasons they must all left out view. the 
early months 1886 the constituency the Board, 
far the internal history the Society concerned, had 
continued united and harmonious approval what 
the Board its Committee and Officers had done; the 
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annual meetings the Board had been marked the 
warmth missionary zeal, the unbroken strength 
brotherly love and confidence, the high 
ments, that prevailed; the course events the mis- 
sionary rooms, full deep import and bearing the 
greatest interests, had attracted special attention from 
the outside public because any differences opinion, 
much less because any antagonistic policies, that pre- 
vailed were thought prevail there. 

Early 1886 new experience came the missionary 
rooms. Three four applicants for appointment 
appeared before the officers the with statements 
Christian belief that differed certain 
spects from ‘‘the doctrines commonly held the 
churches sustaining the missions under the care the 
These differences were not the same every 
case; they all grew out the temporary atmosphere and 
drift theological thought, and were especially connected 
with the doctrine the Scriptures, the doctrine the 
atonement, and certain points The young 
men who presented these divergencies thought and 
speculation were frank their expression, and generally 
very ready explain and support their views; and there 
was neither ambiguity, nor the desire ambiguous, 
the presentation they made. Neither the officers 
the Board nor the Secretaries were permitted labor 
under any mistake misapprehension respecting this new 
hue which their theological system whole, and partic- 
ular parts thereof, presented. 

Under the conditions which had prevailed the 
administration the Board from the beginning, the 
course action these cases was obvious and the rea- 
sons for plain and convincing. The candidates 
question, their own statements and according their 
own explanations, were not harmony with ‘‘the doc- 
trines commonly held the churches sustaining the 
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missions under the care the all 
precedents the history the Board, therefore, they 
were this extent and for this reason disqualified for the 
service they desired and the Committee, the absence 
explicit instructions the contrary, had option but 
declare inexpedient proceed their appointment. 

The three four applications involving the question 
doctrinal qualifications which came the Committee 
before the annual meeting Des Moines, October, 
1886, were decided the Prudential Committee accord- 
ing their best judgment what the recognized aim 
the Board, and the precedents its past history, and the 
present convictions the corporate members, required. 
This action and the grounds were subjects earnest 
and prolonged debate Des 
advocates the new departure theology and missionary 
appointments speaking length, and definite decision 
was rendered. The Board its deliberate and decisive 
action cordially approved what the Committee had done 
this matter, and instructed the Committee its future 
missionary appointments exercise the same caution 
guarding the Board from any committal the doctrine 
future probation. This action was clear and unmistaka- 
ble, and was generally accepted final. The events 
the following year, however, served give further 
definition and set clearer light. young man 
explicitly avowing his acceptance the hypothesis 
future probation, and deriving both from the testimony 
Scripture and the evidence reason, and presenting 
deviations from the common evangelical faith other 
points, applied the Committee for appointment, and 
the Committee declined proceed, alleging the 
reason, that felt itself restrained the explicit instruc- 
tions the Board its action this subject Des 
Moines. little later this same young man united with 

Seventy-sixth Annual Report the Board, pp. viii-x, 13-16. 
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one those whose application the previous year had 
been declined, presenting joint re-application for 
appointment, with new statement their Christian 
faith which omitted all distinct reference the disputed 
points. was ascertained further corre- 
spondence that their views regard future probation 
and connected points remained unchanged, the Prudential 
Committee renewedly declared themselves bound the 
instructions the Board Des Moines, and voted that 
was inexpedient appoint these young men long 
they heldthese views. young woman who applied for 
appointment, and who seemed first entertain these 
novel opinions, upon more careful inquiry was found 
ready state that her opinion the Bible gives 
intimation that there will state future probation, 
and that the doctrine Universalism part the 
gospel; and accordingly she was appointed. young 
man who applied, and about whose statements there arose 
some question, when explicitly interrogated, refused 
either affirm orto deny the hypothesis future 
probation; and, view both the inadequacy and 
unsatisfactory character his statements and other 
features the case, the Committee agreed that was 
inexpedient appoint him present. Closely connected 
with these cases, both public discussion and the nature 
the questions involved, was the case missionary 
temporarily this country, who unguarded moment 
had publicly avowed his sympathy with the opinions 
which were disturbing the counsels the Board, and had 
thus caused embarrassment the missionary rooms and 
the mission which belonged. After careful 
inquiry and deliberation the Committee authorized the 
return this missionary his field abroad, upon the 
understanding, explicitly stated the vote assenting 
his return, that was not committed the theory 
future probation and that, accordance with the 
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expressed wish his associates the mission, would 
carefully refrain from preaching teaching any specula- 
tion favor the theory future probation. 

The Annual Meeting the Board Springfield fol- 
lowed active discussion the whole subject mission- 
ary qualifications the public press. These cases and all 
the documents connected with them were fully reported 
the corporate members assembled their Annual 
and for two full sessions the questions issue 
were debated great length. Again, equally de- 
cisive majority, the Board reaffirmed the solemn decision 
announced Des Moines, approved what the Committee 
had done, and declared the practical interpretation put 
the Committee upon the action Des Moines, their 
action the cases named above, the true interpre- 
tation, and authorized the continuance the same cau- 
tion the future. Thus second time, and under cir- 
cumstances which gave its action all the weight and 
solemnity final Board declared the hypoth- 
esis future probation part the message 
the gospel men, and instructed its Committee exer- 
cise renewed caution against committing the Board its 
approval. 

This action was explicit, and was understood every- 
body explicit. new application which in- 
volved that hypothesis came the Prudential Committee 
for more than two full years. true that one the 
two gentlemen who had twice applied and had been twice 
declined, having received ordination foreign mission- 
ary the instance the Berkeley St. Church Boston, 
the suggestion the ordaining council presented him- 
self the Prudential Committee for acceptance mis- 
sionary the Board. Upon inquiry, however, ap- 
peared that his views were the same when his case had 
twice previously come before the Committee, and the 

1Seventy-seventh Annual Report the Board, pp. xiii-xv, 14-49. 
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Committee had option but decline appoint him. 

The appearance new application involving the 
question future probation, which was received October 
29, 1889, and the further consideration which, ac- 
tion the Committee, December 17, 1889, post- 
poned until the completion the applicant’s theological 
studies, and with which the public some degree fa- 
miliar, has not materially changed the situation. The 
applicant seemed strongly drawn the idea future pro- 
bation speculative well scriptural grounds, and 
according his own statement the letter withdrawing 
his application, bearing date January 1890, was led 
seek appointment only upon the supposition that the 
action the Board New York new and more com- 
prehensive basis missionary appointments 
adopted. There was undoubtedly certain confused 
pression the public large, diligently fostered and 
spread those who had been dissatisfied with previous 
action the Board, that the vote make the President’s 
Letter Acceptance! the basis action, vote taken 
without explanation and without argument), had opened 
the door missionary appointment for such had been 
excluded the previous action the Board this sub- 
ject Des Moines and Springfield. There was, appar- 
ently, ground for such impression, beyond the ar- 
dent hopes and desires those who received it; and all 
remaining doubts the bearing that vote New 
York upon previous action the Board must have been 
dissipated the introductory statements the minute 
this very case,? adopted the Prudential Committee, 
December 17, 1889, which were drawn the hand 
President Storrs, and which plainly declare that, con- 
formity with the instructions the Board, given after dis- 
cussion the Annual Meeting Des Moines 1886, 

1Missionary Herald, Dec. 1887, pp. 516-525. 
2The Congregationalist, Dec. 26, 1889, 446. 
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and repeated year later, overwhelming majority, 
the Annual Meeting Springfield, the Prudential 
Committee under the weightiest obligation carefully 
guard the Board from any committal the doctrine 
probation after death, offering opportunities beyond the 
grave attain repentance eternal life. [the Pru- 
dential Committee] recognizes itself absolutely inhib- 
ited, the action New York less than that 
which had preceded, from giving any approval the doc- 
trine future probation.” Judging from the utterances 
the religious press, including the recent letters the 
President this and also the responses thereto 
from corporate members the Board, seems clear that 
the Board substantially the wonted majority holds 
firmly the principles governing missionary appoint- 
ments clearly expressed the President his Letter 
Acceptance, and reaffirmed later utterances, princi- 
ples which have prevailed throughout the history the 
Board and which received special definition the action 
Board Des Moines and Springfield and New 
York. may thought needful, perhaps, mention 
still more recent offer service which revealed passing 
influence the new theology upon the candidate’s 
thoughts. This applicant, however, distinctly stated that 
his view the hypothesis future probation has 
warrant Scripture; and also without any adequate 
philosophical support. was thus found occupy the 
same general position the young woman, previously 
referred to, who received appointment the summer 
1887, and whose appointment was approved the Board 
the ensuing Annual Meeting; and accordingly 
was appointed. 

These recent cases thus reveal the fact that the situa- 
tion has not been materially changed the action 
New York; that, whatever may the true signif- 

Independent, Jan. 1890, pp. 11-13, and Feb. 1890, pp. 11, 12. 
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icance what was done said thought its last An- 
nual Meeting, the Board has not changed its doctrinal 
ground, and not ready change it, favor any such 
unscriptural and decadent hypothesis that future pro- 
bation and its connected theories. 

Changes this kind are not the convic- 
tions the churches which sustain and work through the 
Board, and all evangelical Christendom, may time 
modified not only open the way for such 
changes the attitude the Board, but even demand 
that they made. The Board made some two 
hundred and fifty men, living all parts the country, 
chiefly members Congregational churches, and leading 
representatives the Christian communities which 
they belong. They both share the religious and theo- 
logical movements the times, and influential way 
help shape those movements. Any important change 
the religious beliefs the churches will certainly ex- 
tend them, and through them will reach the Board, 
and register the policy and administration the 
Board and the personnel its officers. This course 
things natural and inevitable. And transfers the 
whole matter theological discussion from the platform 
the Board its natural and proper arena, the semi- 
naries, the theological quarterlies, the pulpits, and the 
religious press. The theology which prevails our sem- 
inaries and churches, the religious press and our 
homes, will certainly prevail the councils and adminis- 
tration the Board; there power which can with- 
stand it. And the true aim those who desire see 
the policy and administration the Board changed from 
their present character must lodge securely the 
thoughts and beliefs which they desire see prevail 
these fountain-heads enduring power. Any method 
securing such change which does not involve this fun- 
damental reshaping the religious convictions the 
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Christian people the land, false principle, intrin- 
sically weak operation, and doomed certain failure. 
sum this course events, find that during 
four years only seven candidates for missionary service 
have appeared the Committee Rooms Boston whose 
cases were embarrassed their attitude toward the hy- 
pothesis future probation, and that only five these 
failed appointment this ground. further appears 
that the first five cases this kind were presented between 
March, 1886, and June, 1887, and the other two cases 
have occurred within the last six months. in- 
terest note that the time their applications, all 
these persons were engaged courses study, one 
Yale Divinity School, one Wellesley College, one 
Chicago Theological Seminary, and four Andover 
Theological Seminary. The assertion often made that 
great numbers young men and wornen have been kept 
back from offering their services the Board the 
action the Prudential Committee declining appoint 
certain the candidates named above. There may 
some ground for this statement, though satisfactory 
proof has been offered, and from the nature the case 
none can offered; but little doubt thrown upon 
its probability the fact! that the new missionaries 
sent out the Board during the past three years have 
exceeded the number sent during the previous three years 
forty-three, increase more than fifty per cent. 
Had this new complexion and make-up theological 
thought existed only the minds the seven candidates 
for missionary appointment named above, doubtless the 
action the Committee regard them would have 
passed without criticism and almost without notice. Had 
the new opinions they entertained been found, outside 
their number, only isolated instances, one here and 
another there, public comment would have appeared, 
1See Annual Reports the Board from 1884 1889. 
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and general interest this incident the Com- 
mittee’s work would have been awakened. The 
icism that arose, with all the publicity and stir which 
grew out that criticism, was due the fact that 
these young men shared the views their teachers 
other influential friends, and were thus, sense, the 
representatives tendency theological thought re- 
cently developed and somewhat widely current. The in- 
terests new movement theology were thus touched, 
and all those who desired see this new theology thrive 
and gain wider recognition, made these young men ral- 
lying point, and sought identify them their relations 
the Board withthe advancement the new opinions. 
Doubtless other motives have been operative, but the 
main reason for the wide and active criticism which has 
been directed the action the Committee these 
cases found the facts above named. 

great mass criticism and comment appearing 
the daily and weekly secular press, based ignorance 
misunderstanding, pervaded prejudice and personal 
motives, dealing recklessly misstatements and pure in- 
ventions, appealing passion and pride, and seemingly 
meant only cater toa low sensationalism the most fla- 
grant partisanship,—a great mass this discussion may 
once passed and left wholly out account. would 
curious study, had the time enter into it, 
consider how much this strange literature was due 
the mere desire produce and enjoy what sensational, 
and how much sprang from deep, unconfessed sense 
that, contending against the Prudential Committee and 
behalf the new theologians, they were unsettling the 
foundations the historic faith and life the church, 
and enlarging the area within which human liberty and 
passions may move without restraint and without rebuke. 

also lies one side the discussion dwell 
length upon the more serious criticism which the Pru- 
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dential Committee and officers the Board have been 
subjected through these trying years but deserves 
least noted pass. The action the Com- 
mittee, following strictly the explicit instructions 
the Board, has been felt the practical arraignment 
the new theology wanting either orthodoxy 
general currency, both and this action has been as- 
sailed with determined hostility, with bold invective, with 
accusations ignorance, bigotry, malice, nar- 
rowness, denominational disloyalty. With scarcely 
exception the Committee and Executive Officers have 
made reply, but have left their deeds speak for 
and every occasion which their pro- 
ceedings have been fully canvassed public their vindi- 
cation has been complete and overwhelming. And yet, 
after each such public and emphatic endorsement the 
only body which they were accountable, the old criti- 
cism, all its vigor and want candor and fraternal 
spirit, has been renewed certain portions the 
religious press, and has been caught and widely 
echoed the secular press. Few those who have 
not given special attention the various phases 
this discussion can appreciate the keen, unrelenting, per- 
sistent, and often flagrantly partisan character these re- 
ligious critics and their numerous secular supporters. 
Probably not since the days the old anti-slavery struggle 
has any body men, equally stainless reputation and 
faithful official trusts, been subjected unrelenting 
and unscrupulous and unchristian misrepresentation and 
obloquy and rarely have men, who keenly felt such asper- 
sions and who were sensible how ample answer they 
had make, borne themselves with more unfailing dignity 
and manly self-control and forbearing Christian charity. 
The reason why the discussion over the question 
future probation has intruded itself into the Annual 
Meetings and administration the Board not 
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found any purpose desire the officers the Board 
regulate the doctrines the churches, has often 
been alleged but never proved; but the persistent de- 
termination the few, who for obvious reasons are per- 
sonally interested securing some authoritative endorse- 
ment this speculation, force the Committee virt- 
ual committal itself and the Board the approval 
this hypothesis and the new theology which forms 
part, sending into the field men who hold this hypoth- 
esis. Beneath all the movements these four years 
adverse the administration the Board, back the 
criticism which has been rained upon the Home Secretary 
and the Committee, below all plans reorganizing the 
Board, the use Councils, closer union with the 
churches, Congregationalizing the Board, this one par- 
tisan aim has been steadfastly maintained and never for 
moment left out sight. Whatever else has been pro- 
posed said done left undone, this purpose has 
dominated all, and remains to-day the chief, not say 
the only, menace the peace the churches and the 
unity the Board. 

greatly regretted that the criticism the 
policy the Board and the action the Committee 
through all these years has rarely reached the merits 
the case either the doctrinal the practical phase 
the question. has had the qualities campaign liter- 
ature rather than those serious argument; has dwelt 
personal and incidental points rather than upon the 
principles and main features the case; and has al- 
ways been true, and has been felt true, that the chief 
interest stake was never fairly set forth public utter- 
ances, and was never intrusted the issues open and 
outspoken public debate. The opposition the admin- 
istration has dealt charges, criticisms, and adverse judg- 
ments, more than facts and proofs and dispassionate ar- 
gument. The appeal passion and partisan feeling has 
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been far too common; the appeal reason and con- 
science, far too rare. The methods and spirit partisan 
political strife have been commonly resorted to, and 
have been widely treated legitimate and proper, 
sensibly demoralize the sentiment the Christian com- 
munity and lower the moral tone the religious press. 
Even the Andover Review, which, the whole, has borne 
itself with commendable self-restraint and has presented 
far the ablest and most dispassionate discussion the 
merits the case the side opposition the princi- 
ples and practices the Board; even this magazine has 
not wholly escaped the prevailing tendency turn the 
appeal away from reason feeling, and put personal 
considerations place the merits the case. this 
speaks but poorly for our Christian manhood, candor, 
dignity, and the outlook thus suggested 
for the future the church and the great interests 
Christian civilization anything but cheering. 

The explanation this state things can easily 
given. The animating purpose the opposition the 
action the Committee and the the Board 
not desire make the Board more effective agency 
for the conversion the world hasten the evan- 
gelization the world—both legitimate and inspiring 
aims, with which every Christian instinct every Chris- 
tian heart must active sympathy. speak now, 
not professions and acknowledged aims, but the 
plain facts the case and the necessary inferences 
from those facts. The opposition first made its appear- 
ance attempt compel the appointment can- 
didate whose views certain points were variance with 
the commonly received doctrinal views the churches 
which support the Board; and has maintained this 
practical aim through every step its course, from that 
day this. One the latest utterances the 
bears precisely this end; calls for practical 

The Andover Review, Jan. 1890, pp. 88-92. 
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assurances that the policy opposes has been abandoned, 
and assures that nothing will satisfactory those 
for whom speaks but the actual commissioning men 
who hold the new theology. This the one deep under- 
lying aim the opposition, the one animating purpose 
all its words and deeds, secure the acceptance its 
men the Board, and thus gain the practical en- 
dorsement this venerable institution for the new 
theology. This essentially political aim, and its 
pursuit naturally draws the the methods and 
spirit political campaign, and the achievement its 
purpose would necessarily partisan victory. 

the other hand, those who administer the affairs 
the Board, the Committee and Secretaries, act under in- 
structions, are engrossed the vast and varied details 
great enterprise, and have neither the leisure nor the 
taste for active controversy. They have naturally 
preferred let their deeds speak for them, and have 
scrupulously refrained from public utterances, even when 
seemingly called for self-defence and abundantly justi- 
fied the occasion. The annual meetings the Board, 
where their official acts pass full review, have uniformly 
brought absolute and the officials the 
Board have preferred wait silence under most unjust 
aspersions till this public answer should given. The 
situation has been peculiar more than one respect. 
The opposition has been personal, partisan, and aimed 
definite, practical end. has dealt attacks, criti- 
cisms, adverse judgments, and but slightly calm and 
ordered argument. The administration has pursued the 
even tenor its way storm misrepresenta- 
tion and assault dignified silence and Christian patience 
and unswerving loyalty. And year year the Corporate 
Members Annual Meeting have endorsed the adminis- 
tration and authoritatively sanctioned their action. 

The question immediately issue has never been the 
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truth the new views, the liberty these young men 
hold and teach them. The first these questions 
theological one; exegesis and metaphysics and logic and 
the testimony history are rightly appealed for the 
answer. much desired that the proper 
arena, and the customary way, wholly apart from 
practical issues and the passions which great public 
assemblies inspire, our masters thought and argument, 
our great teachers the Scriptures, theology, and 
history, may take this question good earnest and 
give the best answer the times and our powers permit. 
The second question, namely the liberty these young 
men, any other men, young hold and 
teach the new views, answered already, and answered 
alike all. This liberty intrinsic part our 
Protestant birthright and our civil religious insti- 
tutions. This right one assails even questions. 
The real merits the case connected with the American 
Board not the remotest degree touch this right, 
any way affect its exercise. 

The real question before the Committee has been one 
fidelity the administration The Committee 
appointed interpret and carry out the will the 
Board. The Board exists receive and disburse gifts 
placed its hands for specific purpose, namely the 
evangelization the heathen world. The work the 
Board has definite origin and well-known history, and 
has been conducted from the beginning upon clearly 
stated and universally recognized principles faith and 
action. The message seeks proclaim, and which 
commissions its agents deliver, the truth the Holy 
Scriptures and the systems doctrines therein contained 
interpreted and held evangelical Christendom 
through eighteen centuries; because this the gospel 
which the churches that sustain its work embrace and 
hold the very truth and grace the living God. The 
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Committee and the executive officers hold their place and 
discharge their duties fulfilment this great aim, and 
are bound loyalty see that the agents commissioned 
for the work abroad are harmony with the great aim 
the Board and personally qualified carry out. 
This point needs somewhat fuller statement. The 
American Board not ecclesiastical court; was never 
designed for this service, and has never attempted this 
service. Neither the guardian advocate the 
orthodox faith; not constituted for such office, 
and has never deemed itself called 
has distinctly practical aim, and has followed this 
aim with singular steadfastness and simplicity through all 
the fourscore years its glorious seeks 
plant and sustain Christian agencies the unevangelized 
parts the earth, order preach the gospel Jesus 
Christ, and gather churches true believers, and nourish 
self-supporting and self-propagating Christian life among 
those peoples the most direct and effective way possi- 
ble. The evangelization the world its one great pur- 
pose and all its activities and methods are shaped this 
one end. has nothing with shaping the doctrinal 
views the ecclesiastical practices Christendom 
absorbed the effort convey the blessings the 
Christian life and faith and worship, the Bible reveals 
them and Christian lands possess them, all who lie 
outside their present range. All forms faith and wor- 
ship and life unknown unwelcome the evangelical 
communions, passes by, having proper place its 
message. Such discriminations are simple necessity its 
existence and work, and for the greater part they are made 
without formal corporate action, the self-protecting 
energies the Christian public for which the Board acts 
and which constituted. Any novelties thought 
opinion, whatever origin degree prevalence, 
are beyond its pale, for the very reason that they not 
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yet form acknowledged part the faith Christen- 
dom. would clear abuse the powers the 
Board for itto recognize any merely local individual 
opinion, even seem give place the side 
the common faith the churches. With the several 
schools theology such, the Board has nothing do; 
cannot discriminate between Old School and New 
School, between Calvinism and not 
adapted such uses, even were permissible for 
under its constitution attempt this office. mes- 
sage which its agents bear the gospel God’s dear 
Son, its fulness, without enlargement, without diminu- 
tion, unmingled with human speculations, the Scriptures 
reveal and evangelical Christian thought apprehends 
receives it; just that, nothing more and nothing 
less. must see that the agents whom commis- 
sions know this truly, believe heartily, 
hold purely, and are capable teaching 
with clearness and with power. The service which 
calls its agents special, arduous, exacting, rendered 
great cost ina distant land and foreign tongue; all 
considerations wisdom and prudence demand that only 
well-approved, sound, and unquestionable candidates 
should sent. The interest stake the foreign field 
too sacred, the character the service too delicate 
and important, the bearing single serious mis- 
take too wide and enduring, permit any relaxing 
vigilance, any carelessness selecting the labor- 
ers employed. unevangelical teacher might within 
few years mar work that had required many hands 
and long years build. is, therefore, mistaken 
sense duty, narrowness view, blameworthy 
exactness inquiry, that debars from the service the 
Board, Unitarians, Universalists, Restorationists, Deists, 
and Agnostics. None these persons, nor any others 
who hold equally unevangelical and faulty faiths, are thus 
VOL. XLVII. NO. 186 
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ruled out the field Foreign Missions; open 
them, one and all, was the first organizers 
the Board, set foot and sustain similar agency 
theirown. The personal liberty those whose ser- 
vices are declined not touched; they may hold and 
teach such views command their approval wherever they 
can gain hearing, unquestioned and undisturbed the 
Board. The Board simply reserves itself the liberty 
selecting such agents give promise being able 
its work sympathetically and effectively, and harmony 
with its laborers already the field. 

These principles all friends the Board will heartily 
admit and maintain. And upon these 
the Board has enjoined upon its Prudential Committee 
great caution dealing with candidates who are hospitable 
the hypothesis future probation errors. 
Without attempting determine whether that hypothesis 
probable improbable, its obvious tendencies are re- 
marked, and the Committee instructed not commit 
the Board its approval. This perfect keeping 
with the practical aim the Board; and it. leaves the 
merits the hypothesis tried out the proper 
arena theological discussion, without the least embar- 
rassment the proper the Board. The plain fact 
the case most people are ready acknowledge it, 
that this hypothesis has place whatever the accepted 
faith opinions evangelical Christendom any 
distinct portion thereof; and many, probably the 
far greater part the constituency the Board, this 
dogma appears not simply without support from Scripture 
reason, but positively anti-scriptural and dangerous. 

The question whether those who entertain any form 
the hypothesis future probation shall welcomed 
the service the Board the foreign field (the critical 
question all this controversy), seems have been an- 
swered decisively the negative. The conclusion al- 


1890.] Board and Recent Discussions. 323 


ready thrice announced the Board, Des Moines, 
Springfield, and New York, not likely recalled, 
modified, for many years come. The question 
whether this hypothesis harmony with Scripture and 
reason, and thus entitled cordial recognition the 
evangelical churches (an entirely different question and 
all accounts the first the two decided), though 
practically answered the negative, still present 
discussion. And this discussion, hoped, will 
goon and pushed more vigorously searching 
scrutiny every argument from Scripture reason, 
Christian experience which can alleged for this hy- 
pothesis and the new theology which subordi- 
nate feature; and such discussion all will rejoice, and 
truth alone will the gainer. The agitations the 
Presbyterian churches Scotland and America, now 
energetic over the question Revision, but reality 
reaching far more deeply and touching every principal el- 
ement the Christian faith, are part the same wide 
movement, and will tend clear the nature the 
controversy and the magnitude the interests involved. 
have fears for the result. Learning, criticism, dis- 
cussion, these all favor truth and tend its clearer dis- 
covery. And the supreme interest every church, 
every sect, every soul, know the truth un- 
mingled with error, undimmed prejudice, untouched 
ignorance, appears the All-seeing One himself. 
And the truth God, apprehended and ascertained 
this generation, will prove itself the light the world, 
and the best hope mankind, arid the guardian man’s 
present welfare and eternal salvation, certainly and 
exclusively was apostolic days, the ages per- 
secution and martyrdom, the great missionary epochs 
the Middle Ages, and the glorious prime the Ref- 
ormation age. Indeed, will the same truth all 
essential features, drawn from the same divine original, 
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bearing upon the same divine order, concerning itself with 

the same great realities, the Christian world from the 

first ages has known, has believed in, has confessed, and 

has everywhere proclaimed. Salvation its mighty theme; 

its heart and living core ‘‘Jesus Christ, the same yes- 

terday, to-day, and forever.” Neither there salvation 

any other: for there none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby must saved.” The 
creeds the earlier and the later days have sacred- 
ness and power which enshrine them the lasting mem- 
ory and love all Christian hearts, because they em- 
body words dear many generations the august 
thoughts and facts which lie the heart the gospel, 
which have sinful man perennial sweetness and power, 
which can more fade from men’s nobler thoughts than 
the sun and stars from the wheeling heavens. But these 
later generations must speak their faith terms and 
phrases their own, while they cherish the sacred me- 
morials the kindred faiths former days; and the ef- 
fort thus embody fitting and expressive forms the 
sum Christian truth apprehended this age 
both wise and just and full promise. Nothing will suf- 
fer from but that which intrinsically weak and ready 
perish the truth God, more clearly seen and more 
warmly loved, will gain power and shine with added 
glory, the sun the glowing heavens when the night 
and storm have passed away. 
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HAVE THE QUAKERS PREVAILED? 


THE REV. PROFESSOR CHARLES BRIGGS, D.D., 
UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


the seventeenth century, Presbyterians and Congre- 
gationalists, far have been able determine, were 
unanimous the opinion that the heathen and their in- 
fants were doomed everlasting fire. The Baptists 
pressed the doctrine the salvation their unbaptized 
children the children believers; but they did not 
teach the salvation the heathen and their babes. was 
first the Latitudinarians the Church England, and 
then the so-called Quakers, Friends, they called 
themselves, who are entitled the credit opening 
the doctrine the universal salvation children, and 
the partial salvation the heathen. This was made pos- 
sible the great stress they laid upon the Light na- 
ture, and ‘‘the Light which lighteth every man that com- 
eth into the (John 


CULVERWELL AND TUCKNEY. 


Nathaniel Culverwell published his book entitled 
Nature,” 1652, which advocated the 
salvation some the heathen. was immediately 
attacked Anthony Tuckney, the chairman the com- 
mittee that composed the Westminster Shorter Catechism, 
sermon Cambridge, July 1652. This was pub- 
lished 1654 under the title None but Christ,” with 
Appendix discussing the salvation ‘‘(1) heathen; (2) 
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those the Old World; the Jews and others before 
Christ, and (3) such die infants and idiots, etc., now 
under the gospel.”’ 

Culverwell states his views cautiously follows 


notwithstanding their censure too harsh and rigid, who 
they were judges eternal life and death, and Aristotle 
without any question, without any delay all; and confidently 
pronounce that they are hell, they saw them flaming there, 
Whereas the infinite goodnesse and wisdome God might for ought 
know finde out several ways saving such the pleonasmes his love 
Jesus Christ might make Socrates branch the true Vine, and 
might graffe Plato and Aristotle into the fruitful olive; for was his 
power, pleased, reveal Christ unto them, and infuse faith into 
them after extraordinary though indeed the Scripture does 
not afford our charity any sufficient ground believe that did; nor 
doth warrant peremptorily conclude the Secreta Deo, 
does not much concern know what became them; let then 
forbear our censure, and leave them their competent Judge. 

Yet farre from the minde those patrons Universal Grace, 
that make all men equal propinquity salvation, whether Jews, 
Pagans, Christians, which nothing but dight and guilded Pelagian- 
isme, whilst makes grace extensive -Catholick, principle 
full latitude nature is, and resolves all the difference into created 
powers and faculties. This makes the barren places the world 
good condition the Garden God, the inclosure the Church. 
dium salutiferum equally applied all God himself, and happi- 
nesse depends only upon men’s regulating and composing their facul- 
how then comes Christian neerer the Kingdome Heav- 
than Indian? there advantage the light the Gospel 
shining among men with healing under its wings? Surely though the 
free grace God may possibly pick and choose heathen sometimes, 
yet certainly does there more frequently pour his goodnesse into the 
soul where lets streame out more clearly and conspicuously ex- 
ternal ’Tis evident signe that God intends more salva- 
tion there, where affords more means salvation; then God 
choose and call Heathen, ’tis not universal, but distinguishing 


this argument Tuckney replies follows 


cannot rationally said, that there was equall invincibility 
ignorance those Heathens, that which and distracted 


1Light Nature, Nathaniel Culverwell (London, 1652), pp. 208-210. 
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persons, which want the use reason, which they had; and therefore 
might have made more use than they did; and therefore their sin 
was more wilful, and made them more obnoxious wrath, 
which therefore these etc., guilty, may reason better 
escape. 

How God worketh in, dealeth with elect Infants, which dye 
their infancy (for anything that have found) the speaks not 
much, evidently, for (or may for any) make any 
clear firm determination it. But yet much that have 
thence ground believe, that they being the Covenant, they have 
the benefit (Acts iii. 25; Gen. xvii. 

Whether God may not work and act faith them then, (as made 
John Baptist \eap the womb) which Beza, and others our Divines 
deny, and others are not unwilling grant, dare not peremptorily de- 
termine. Yet this may say, that acteth the souls believers 
mortis, when some are little able put forth act 
reason, they were articulo But the Scripture (for any- 
thing that know) speaks not this, and therefore forbear speak 
anything it. 

(as said) giveth ground believe, that they being the 
life, and did give but good hopes the Heathens (of whom 
rather speaks very sadly) doth such should for- 
ward any persuade myself and others, that they were hopeful 
condition. 

such infants, suppose they have not actual faith, exert 
it, yet they may have infused the habit, they are born the Church, 
and the Covenant, and what the faith the Church, and their 
lieving parents may avail them, not now particularly enquire 

whereas mention was made anticipating and preventing 
grace God, which without faith might saved; conceive and 
lieve that abundant anticipating and preventing grace, when either 
Him any, God beginneth and worketh faith lay hold 
But such preventing grace accept for sake without faith 
Christ, the Scripture mentioneth not, new motion young Divine, 
which without better proof must not command our belief, impose 
upon our 


Tuckney represents the unanimous opinion the di- 
vines that constituted the Westminster Assembly this 
rejection the heathen and their infants from the bene- 
fits redemption. The children believers were the 


children the covenant, and were therefore, entitled 
1None but Christ, pp. 134-137. 
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baptism the heirs the grace God. the chil- 
dren the heathen were with their parents outside the 
bonds the covenant, and altogether beyond the realm 
grace. Even within the bonds the covenant, the 
election grace must prevail. And therefore was not 
certain how many the infants believers belonged 
the elect. have recently given extracts! from leading 
Westminster divines showing their unanimous belief 
the damnation the heathen and their babes, have cited 
Stephen Marshall,? the great preacher William 
the prolocutor the Assembly Cornelius the 
accessor vice-president; Robert and Samuel 
two the Scottish commissioners; An- 
thony Burgess? and William Carter, who expressly teach 
the damnation infants and the heathen. one has 
ever been able point single Westminster divine 
who did not teach this doctrine. Dr. Krauth has 
recently given extracts from representative Calvinistic 
divines the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, and 
shown that was the unusual orthodox position the 
Calvinistic churches that the infants not embraced the 
covenant were sent the pains Accordingly 
find the Westminster Confession the following 
statement doctrine 

Elect infants, dying infancy, are regenerated and saved 
Christ through the Spirit, who worketh when, and and how 
also are all other elect persons, who are incapable being 
outwardly called the ministry the 

IV. not elected, although they may called the minis- 


try the word, and may have some common operations the Spirit, 
yet they never truly come Christ, and therefore cannot 


1Whither, 121 seq. Infant Baptism (1646), pp. 87, 88. 
Regeneration Elect Infants (1629), pp. 21, 33- 
5Catechesis Elenctica Errorum (1654), 36. 
and Triumph Faith (1645), 36. Legis (1647), pp. 80, 8r. 
God with Abraham (1654), pp. 101, 102. 
Krauth, Infant Baptism and Infant Salvation (Phila. 1874). 
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much less can men, not professing the Christian religion, saved 
any other way whatsoever, they never diligent frame their lives 
according the light nature, and the law that religion they pro- 
fess; and assert and maintain that they may very pernicious, and 


The Larger Catechism has nothing say about elect 


infants, but teaches that the heathen cannot saved. 


They who having never heard the gospel, know not Jesus Christ, 
and believe not him, cannot saved, they never diligent 
frame their lives according the light nature, the laws that re- 
ligion which they profess; neither there salvation any other, but 
Christ alone, who the Saviour only his body the 


DR. SHEDD’S 


Dr. Shedd has recently interpreted these sections 
the Westminster Confession and Larger Catechism 
teaching the universal salvation infants dying in- 
fancy and the salvation elect heathen. 

Dr. Shedd says 

That this the correct understanding the Westminster Standards 
corroborated the fact that the Calvinism the time held that God 
has his elect among the heathen. The Second Helvetic Confession 
(i. 7), teaches it. Zanchius, whose treatise Predestination’ 
the strictest type, asserts it. Witsius and others suggest that the grace 
God election wide and far reaching. The elder Calvinists held 
with the strictest rigor that man saved outside the circle election 
and regeneration, but they did not make that circle the small, nar- 
row, insignificant circumference which their opponents charge upon 
them. And there reason believe that the Westminster Assem- 
bly differed from the Calvinism the 

This statement contains two false premises, and there- 
fore false conclusion. The chief portion the major 
premise that the Second Helvetic Confession teaches that 
God has his elect among the heathen. But the Second 
Helvetic Confession teaches such doctrine. sim- 
ply teaches the common Calvinistic doctrine that the 
grace God free and not confined external means. 


Faith, Chap. sect. 3,4. Larger Catechism, 60. 
and Reformed Review, 22. 
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Dr. Shedd infers from this statement that this 
sion teaches that some heathen are elect. But this infer- 
ence not sustained the language the Confession, 
the history opinion the time when that Confes- 
sion was framed. Dr. Shedd does not give the pas- 
sage Zanchius which asserts the doctrine elect 
heathen. Witsius was divine later generation. 
The are not mentioned. Dr. interpre- 
tation the Second Helvetic Confession makes doubt 
whether really has any others produce. His major 
premise has not the slightest foundation fact. His 
minor premise—‘‘ There reason believe that the 
Westminster Assembly differed from the Calvinism the 
may seem plausible those who have not studied 
the Westminster divines, but any one who has studied 
them knows that there are good reasons for believing 
that the divines that Assembly differed many im- 
portant respects from the Swiss and Dutch Calvinists 
the time. The conclusion drawn from these foreign di- 
vines that the Westminster divines believed that there 
were elect heathen therefore without foundation. 
There evidence that the Continental divines the 
seventeenth century believed elect heathen. The evi- 
dence all the other 

Dr. Shedd presents the following interpretation 
the Westminster statement 


contend that the Confession understands the Word God, 
its declaration that there are some elect persons [other than infants] 
who being outwardly called the ministry the Word.’ 
refer the ‘incapacity’ here spoken that idiots and insane 
persons, example the unnatural exegesis the Standards 
which have alluded. This explanation objectionable for two rea- 
sons, First, idiots and maniacs are not moral agents, and therefore 
such are neither damnable nor salvable. They would required 

1There are hand more than eight hundred distinct writings the Westmin- 
ster divines. would more the purpose Dr. Shedd could present some 
evidence from these writings favor his interpretation. are sure that 
cannot find any such evidence. 
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made rational and sane, before they could classed with the rest 
mankind. utterly improbable that the Assembly took into account 
this very small number individuals respecting whose destiny little 
isknown. would like taking into account abortions and untimely 
births. Secondly, these ‘elect persons who are incapable being out- 
wardly called the ministry the Word,’ are contrasted the im- 
mediate context with ‘others not elected,’ who ‘although they may 
called the ministry the Word, never truly come Christ;’ that 
say, they are contrasted with rational and sane adults evangel- 
ized regions. But idiots and maniacs could not put into such con- 
trast. The ‘incapacity’ therefore must that circumstances, not 
mental faculty, man the heart unevangelized Africa inca- 
pable hearing the written Word, the sense that man New York 
incapable hearing the roar 

very strange doctrine Dr. Shedd that idiots 
and maniacs are not moral agents, and therefore such 
neither damnable nor The Calvinism the 
seventeenth century held such doctrine. And 
not common among modern divines. The Westminster 
divines did not agree with Dr. Shedd that abortions and 
untimely births should not taken into account the 
work redemption. was just these idiots and maniacs 
that the Westminster divines had mind the term 
“other elect persons who are incapable being out- 
wardly called the ministry the Word” see 
from the words Anthony Tuckney quoted above. 
Tuckney speaks and distracted persons which 
want the use and contrasts such elect ones 
heathen. These few words Tuckney, who 
had much with the construction the Westmin- 
ster Standards, are worth thousand pages theorizing 
and speculation what the Westminster divines must 
have thought and must have designed say. 

Dr. Shedd endeavors prove that the Westmin- 
ster divines meant that infants dying infancy were 
elected class. 


have already seen that the omission preterition, 


1Presbyterian and Reformed Review, 20. 
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leave only election the case adults, would make their election 
universal, and save the whole class without exception. The omis- 
sion the Assembly the case dying infants has the same ef- 
fect. certain that the Assembly had intended 
criminate between elect and non-elect infants, they between elect 
and non-elect adults, they would have taken pains so, and would 
have inserted corresponding clause concerning infant preterition in- 
dicate 

Here again the major premise fault. Dr. Shedd 
has not shown that ‘‘the proposed omission preteri- 
tion leave only election the case adults, 
would make their election universal, and save the whole 
class without exception.” admits that the Thirty- 
nine Articles, the First Helvetic Confession, and the 
Heidelberg Catechism not specify preterition, but only 
imply their specification election (pp. 8). The 
omission preterition these creeds does not therefore 
make election universal, and does not these creeds, 
the omission will not make election universal the West- 
minster Confession. Election is, and must be, particular 
and individual. Classical election now and ever has 
been Arminian doctrine, whether think classes 
babes classes adults. Dr. Shedd’s minor prem- 
ise correct. specification the reproba- 
tion infants dying infancy. But this omission 
specification the preterition infants dying infancy 
more implies the election such infants class, 
than the omission specification the preterition 
adults the Thirty-nine Articles implies the election 
adults asaclass. The divine election election 
individuals. And just the elaboration this individ- 
ual election and preterition the Westminster divines 
that makes the third chapter the Confession distasteful 
the men our times. number certain 
and definite that cannot either increased di- 
minished.” Westminster Confession iii. hard 


1Presbyterian and Reformed Review, 23. 2Westminster Confession, iii. 
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doctrine. Such language not suited the classical 
election infants dying infancy, making very 
considerable portion the human race from the begin- 
ning the world. 

All these arguments constructed order prove that 
the Westminster Standards teach the modern doctrine 
elect heathen and the universal salvation infants dying 
infancy, are arguments that shatter themselves the 
hard rocks the words the 
themselves. Not one Westminster divine has been found 
who teaches that there are elect heathen, that all in- 
fants dying infancy are saved. The grammatical and 
historical interpretation prevail over recent dogmatic in- 
terpretations which are nothing more than the injection 
modern theories into ancient creeds. 

KEITH AND THE BOSTON MINISTERS. 


The Quakers had great deal with the spreading 
the doctrine the salvation the heathen and their 
babes. Thus William Penn says 


That though God was more beneficent the Jew (especially the 
Christian) than the Gentile, and consequently that the Jew had those 
assistances the Gentile had not, the Christian Dispensation the Per- 
fection the Divine Light, Life and Immortality, more weakly seen 
Jew and Gentile; yet also,that God did communicate the Gentiles such 
measure his divine Light and Spirit, diligently adhered to, and 
faithfully followed, was sufficient their salvation, from sin here, and 
consequently from Wrath come: And that they themselves did be- 
lieve, teach, live and die, perfect hope and full assurance eternal 


The views the Quakers the redemption the 
heathen and their babes came into conflict with the Pres- 
byterian and Congregational orthodoxy controversy 
between George Keith and the Boston ministers 1689 
and 1690. George Keith was first brought for the 
Presbyterian ministry Scotland, then about 1664 
adopted the views the Friends, and was imprisoned for 

Christian Quaker (1674), Vol. 85. 
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his labored America Friend from 1685 
1690. was the father schism the Friends, 
called the Keithites Christian Quakers. afterwards 
united with the Church England, and became one 
the chief instruments founding the Episcopal Church 
America. While still Friend contro- 
versy with the Presbyterians Maryland and Virginia 
and with the Congregationalists New England. His 
chief controversial work was published Philadelphia 
1689, entitled ‘‘The Presbyterian and Independent 
Visible Churches New England and elsewhere brought 
the This was answered the Boston ministers 
book entitled The Principles the Protestant Re- 
ligion maintained. And Churches New England the 
Profession and Exercise thereof defended against the Cal- 
umnies one George Keith, Quaker, Book lately 
published Pennsylvania undermine them 
(Boston, 1690). This book was signed James Allen, 
Joshua Moodey, Samuel Willard, and Cotton Mather.! 
This controversy brings into prominence several’questions 
now hot debate the Presbyterian and Congregational 
churches. isa mirror that will reveal the disputants 
which side they now stand, whether with the Quaker 
1689, the orthodox Presbyterian and Congrega- 
tional platform stated the Boston ministers 1690. 


(1) THE SALVATION INFANTS. 


Keith, addressing the Presbyterian and Congregational 
churches, says 


Where now shall these men find any place Scripture prove, that 
there are any reprobate infants that any infants dying infancy 
hell and perish eternally, only for Adam’s sin, although that sin was 


1These were all men fame, the most eminent American ministers their 
time. Samuel Willard was pastor the South Church, Boston, and Vice-Prin- 
cipal Harvard College, the author the most important work Dogmatic 
Theology America his date. His body Divinity was published 
1726. 
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forgiven Adam, and thousands more equally guilty their own con- 
(P. 84.) 


The Boston ministers reply 


Here are challenged prove that there are reprobate infants, 
such hell for Adam’s sin only, which reply, himself 
grants (p. 88) that men generally (and why not universally are children 
wrath nature and will not deny but that nature intended 
that natural condition they were born into the world (and then must 
needs concern infants well others) and this too Adam’s sin 
transferred upon them, and his corrupt image communicated them. 
That hence children birth are under sentence con- 
demnation die, necessary consequence. That God hath no- 
where revealed that hath accepted the satisfaction Christ 
for all that die their infancy; and where revelation there 
ground for faith. That there merit enough for damnation 
them, else would unjust that they should under condemnation. 
That this sentence hath been actually executed upon some infants 
(Rom. 14), they never sinned actually, and yet they died, and was 
the same death spoken ver. 12. therefore the text which some 
ours use Cor. vii. 14) should not prove it, follows not that other 
can: and yet suppose there thus much inthat too, viz., that till 
openly profess the gospel and submit it, longas they 
abide their gentilism, their children were also unclean, and appar- 
ently lying under guilt and liable eternal death. And then charg- 
eth some our church covenant, for glorying that none their chil- 
dren were reprobates while ‘infants; declare slander: 
never affixed election relation the Church (p. 
seq). 


These four representative ministers, the most eminent 
America this time, endeavor prove that the chil- 
dren unbelievers that die infancy are sent 
hell. They accept the challenge the Quaker pro- 
duce scriptural evidence, and they strive present such 
evidence. still more significant that they are un- 
willing take the position that all children believers 
who die infancy are saved. They charge Keith with 
slandering them his statement that they gloried that 
none their children were reprobates. They assert that 
they never affixed election visible relation the 
church Christ. They held that God elects some 


| | 
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the children believers elects some the hearers 
the gospel. They held elect infants believers. 
Burgess taught the baptismal regeneration elect 
infants and held that the non-elect were not regenerated 
even they had been baptized; they held, with the 
Westminster Confession, that elect infants, dying in- 
fancy, are regenerated and saved Christ, through the 
Spirit, who worketh when, and where, pleas- 
(x. Boston ministers this argument repre- 
sented the unanimous opinion the Congregational and 
Presbyterian churches their time. one has ever 
produced Congregational Presbyterian minister 
this period who did not believe the damnation 
infants. 

The significance this discussion that Keith chal- 
lenges the Presbyterian and Congregational churches 
this point, and that the Boston ministers here reply, 
the name orthodox Protestantism, and claim that only 
the elect infants believers who are the covenant are 
saved, and that all others dying infancy are lost hell. 
Keith stood well-nigh alone 1689. The Boston minis- 
ters would find themselves alone they could come forth 
into our times. 


(2) THE SALVATION THE HEATHEN. 


Keith also endeavors prove the salvation some 
the heathen 


But these men, who own that said Confession Faith [The West- 
minster Confession] enquire, whether all those honest Gentiles who lived 
the world now live the world, not had Christ cru- 
cified, outwardly preached unto them, but were diligent frame their 
lives according that was them, died ina state salvation? 
say yea, they did: and may the rather say, according their 
own doctrine, For what they had not the perfect knowledge and 
faith Christ crucified, when they lived? Yet they might have 
their death, wit, inthe passing through the valley the shadow 
death, according Ps. xxiii. (p. 114). 


The Boston ministers reply 
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That there are any elect among pagans who never had the gospel offered 
them, not only without scripture warrant, but against its testimony, 
hath been again and again made evident 92). 


Keith stands over against the Presbyterian and Con- 
gregational churches maintaining that God has his elect 
among the heathen. The Boston ministers claim that 
has been shown again and again that there are elect 
among pagans. Modern Presbyterians have gone over 
Keith’s position. 

The Boston ministers further say 


What saith 86) that all have opportunity possibility 
converted and become the children God, ambiguous: the 
word possibility exegetical the former, viz., opportunity, non- 
sense, for these two are intends them disjunctively 
deny not possibitity, for all mankind are salvable; but for oppor- 
tunity renounce that, for where the meanes salvation are not, there 
opportunity. But what all this the purpose? what 
doth make against the reprobation (P. 80.) 


Here the Boston ministers clearly teach that the 
heathen and their infants are all reprobates. They have 
had opportunity salvation and therefore cannot 
saved. modern church goes with Keith against the 
church the seventeenth century. 


(3) THE EXTENT THE ATONEMENT. 
Keith says 


Now this plainly revealed and declared the Scriptures, that the 
condemnation not simply that Adam sinned, his posterity in, and 
with him, but that light come into the world, and men love darkness 
more than this light: And the offence one, wit, the first 
Adam, judgment come upon all condemnation; even the 
righteousness one, wit, Christ, the second Adam, the free gift 
come upon all justification life. And though men generally are 
nature, children wrath (if should granted allowed, that 
nature, signifieth their natural condition they are born into the world) 
yet the great mercy, grace and favor God; they all have oppor- 
tunity possibility converted and become the children God” 
85). 

And therefore none shall finally perish, lost, for that first sin, 
according Scripture, but for their actual disobedience here this 
world, and their final unbelief and impenitency. For concerning the 


VOL. XLVII. NO. 186. 
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judgment and punishment the first sin, was immediately inflicted 
after the fall, wit, the death allin Adam. But Christ, the second 
Adan, his death, for all that died Adam, doth freely give unto all 
his free gift, that cometh upon all unto justification and thus 
the plaster broad the sore, and the medicine universal the 
disease and not simply the sin disease, but the refusing and re- 
jecting the medicine and physic that the cause man’s final de- 
struction (p. 89). 

Such language was rare the seventeenth century, 

this, the Boston ministers reply 

The case stands plainly thus. the first covenant stand con- 
demned for the breach the law, either Adam’s sin ours 
tation, have actually broken the law. Where the gospel comes, 
Christ offered, away discovered life Him. Now this the 
proper gospel condemnation, that men despise him and will not follow 
this light; and this added the former: they were condemned 
the law, and now the condemns them (p. 

But the knack is, died Adam, and Christ his death for all 
that died Adam hath discharged all that imputation, which per- 
fectly Arminian principle, and hath been enough confuted all that 
have written against them. That therefore concludes that 
suffer final destruction but for rejecting the physician, makes the condition 
pagans better than that Christians for these are certain escape 
destruction, being incapable rejecting the physician who never of- 
fered them, whereas millions those reject him perish for it, 
The gospel then opens door man’s undoing, which else had been 
out danger of, Christ had but died for and never told 
(p. 82). 

interesting observe that the Boston ministers 
not only reject the view Keith, which 
view present, perfectly Arminian principle; but 
they also shew that makes the condition the heathen 
safer than the condition men living Christian lands 
argument which equally valid against the universal 


salvation dying infants. 
IV. PROFESSOR SIMSON AND HIS TIMES. 


The controversy between Keith and the Boston minis- 
ters shows what was the state the question, and 
what was the orthodox Presbyterian and Congregational 
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doctrine the close the seventeenth century. the 
eighteenth century there was great change the theolog- 
ical world. After the Revolution had given liberty the 
non-conformists England, had established the Presby- 
terian Church Scotland, and had secured religious lib- 
erty the American colonies, soon became manifest that 
there were Latitudinarian elements Presbyterian and Con- 
gregational circles among Episcopalians and 
Quakers, The debate over the Light nature, and the 
office the human Reason the Christian religion, the 
extent the Atonement, the right subscription 
creeds and other like questions, went Presbyterian 
and Congregational circles, and was not long until 
great changes took place. 

would interesting trace these changes, but 
have not the space present. will sufficient for 
our purpose use the case Professor Simson 
Glasgow, landmark. Professor Simson was lead- 
ing representative the Broad-churchmen Scotland. 
was charged with heresy, and his case was before the 
ecclesiastical courts for many years. 1717 was 
warned the General Assembly. 1725-26 was 
again under trial, and was partially sacrificed for the peace 
the church. Some the charges against him were, 
his views the heathen and infants, 


the light nature, and works Creation and Providence, 
including Tradition, God hath given obscure, objective revelation 
unto all men, his being reconcilable sinners, and that the 
may know there remedy for sin provided, which may called 
implicite obscure revelation the Gospel; that probable; that 
none are excluded from the benefits the remedy sin, provided 
God, and published twice tothe world, except those, who their actual 
sin, exclude themselves, and slight reject, either the clearer light 
the gospel, revealed church, that obscure discovery and offer 
grace made all withoutthe church, That the heathen, the use 
the means they have, would seek the knowledge the way recon- 
ciliation, God them, That there are means ap- 
pointed God for obtaining saving grace, which means, when diligently 
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used with seriousness, sincerity and faith being heard, God hath 
promised bless with and that the going about these means 
the foresaid manner, not above the reach our natural ability and 
power...... That ismore than probable, that all unbaptized in- 
fants dying infancy are saved, and that manifest, God should 
deny his grace all, orany the children infidels, would deal 
more severely with them, than did with fallen 

Thomas Ridgley, his Body consist- 
ing lectures the Westminster Larger Catechism, 
published 1731-33, taught the damnation infants 
and the heathen. was unwilling far 
teach the certainty the salvation the infants be- 
lievers that died infancy. tries, however, miti- 
gate the sufferings lost infants. The condemnation 
infants, who have other guilt but that original 
sin, will more tolerable than that the heathen, inas- 
much they had natural capacities doing good 

Isaac Watts 1740 his ‘‘Ruin and Recovery 
Mankind argued against the universal salvation in- 
fants, and taught that the infants the wicked were an- 
nihilated. 

Dr. Toplady, Calvinistic divine the Church 
England, later the century, makes very decided ad- 
vance 

Christ died only for them whom faith 
wrought follows that faith isan exceeding great and precious 


objection can hence arise against the salvation such die 
infancy (all whom are undoubtedly saved); nor yet against the salva- 
tion God’s elect among the heathens, Mahomedans and others. The 
Holy Spirit able inspire the grace virtual faith into those hearts 
(especially the moment dissolution) which are incapable exert- 
ing the explicit act 


Continuation the Second Edition the Case Mr. John Simson, Profes- 
sor Divinity the University Glasgow (Edinburgh, 1728). 
Philadelphia Edition (1815), (London, 1753), seq. 
(London, 1794), Vol. 298. 
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But the prevailing view Presbyterian circles through- 
out the century was that the children the wicked dying 
infancy were lost. This the testimony Dr. An- 
derson Glasgow, his essay introductory Logan’s 
Comfort for Parents Bereaved Little Chil- 
testifies that the first decade the eight- 
eenth century— 


was with hesitancy and bated breath and amid suspicions their 
soundness the faith, that few voices were heard suggesting the 
bility that all who die infancy are 


the second decade the century— 

were found few lifting their voices protest and advocacy 
that was not only but that all who died infancy, 
having been guilty actual sin—no rejection Him who was ap- 
pointed the world’s Redeemer, were (pp. 

then goes speak later date when some 
proclaimed the certainty the salvation all dying in- 
fancy, and were met the censure that they were wise 
above what written. 


DICKINSON AND HIS ASSOCIATES. 


the American colonies, Presbyterians and Congrega- 
tionalists were divided into the Old Side and the New 
Side. These divisions, however, were more practical 
questions doctrinal issues. The questions sub- 
scription creeds, regeneration, and religious experience, 
were, however, hot dispute, and churches were divided 
the controversies. The leader the New Side the 
Presbyterian Church was Jonathan Dickinson, pastor 
the Presbyterian Church Elizabethtown, J., and the 
first president the College New Jersey. 1741 
published his True Scripture Doctrine concerning some 
Important Points Christian Faith,” discussing the five 
points Calvinism, according the Synod Dort, 
five discourses. these discourses there.are some im- 
portant modifications the Calvinism Dort and West- 
minster. They give another landmark which 
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test Presbyterian doctrine. Dickinson opens the doc- 
trine infant salvation. 


may further urged against this proposition ‘That dooms 
multitudes poor infants hell, who never committed any 
God.’ 

this answer, that greatest modesty becomes drawing any 
conclusions this subject. have indeed the highest encourage- 
ment dedicate our children Christ, since has told us, such 
the kingdom heaven; and the strongest reason for hope the happi- 
ness those deceased infants, who have been thus dedicated him. 
But God has not been pleased reveal us, how far will extend his 
uncovenanted mercy, others that die the one hand, 
not know that the scripture anywhere assures us, that they shall all 
So, the other hand, have not (that know of), any ev- 
idence, from scripture the nature things, that any these will 
eternally perish.—All those that die infancy, may (for aught know), 
belong the election and predestinated the adoption 
children. They may, methods unknown, have the benefits 
Christ’s redemption applied them; and thereby made heirs 
eternal glory. They are (it true), naturally under the guilt and pol- 
lution original sin. But they may, notwithstanding this, for anything 
that appears the contrary, renewed the gracious influences 
the Spirit God and thereby made meet for eternal there- 
fore concerns us, without any bold and presumptuous conclusions, 
leave them the hands that God, whose mercies are over all his 


this passage Jonathan Dickinson departs from the 
older Calvinism teaching that God has his elect even 
beyond the circle the children believers. not 
able assert that all infants dying infancy will 
saved. But unwilling say, the other hand, 
that any those dying infancy are lost. claims 
that the Scriptures not decide, and them 
the hands that God, whose tender mercies are over all 
his 

The theory which Dickinson able look for the 
salvation infants very singular one. finds ex- 
pression another passage his works. 


1The True Scripture Doctrine concerning Some Important Points Christian 
Faith, Jonathan Dickinson, (Boston, 1741). 
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1748 posthumous work appeared entitled The 
Second Vindication God’s Sovereign Free Grace.” 
Herein Dickinson, replying his adversary, Mr. Beach, 
says 

certainly true God never designed and will therefore 
never permit any but what are the die infancy. (and 
may for aught know) then all that die infancy will undoubt- 
edly saved, without any prejudice the doctrine perseverance,” 

the former passage said: All those that die 
infancy may (for aught know) belong the election 
that may be, for aught knows, that God will not 
permit any but what are the elect die infancy. 
Dickinson could hold this theory because the empha- 
sis that laid upon the doctrine Regeneration. Re- 
generation him takes the place the Effectual Calling 
the Westminster divines. And this separates from 
Baptism way that would have shocked Burgess and 
many other Westminster divines, who believed the 
baptismal regeneration elect infants. even goes 
far separate regeneration from the word God 
way that the Westminster divines would have regarded 
dangerous. this stress upon the doctrine regener- 
ation act divine efficiency that enabled him 
conceive the regeneration infants apart from the 
means grace. 

clear from these passages that Dickinson does not 
goas thinks that the salvation infants 
beyond the bounds Christian privileges possible— 
there are positive arguments against it, but not 

does not far this his view the heathen 
world. says, reply Mr. Beach,— 

And therefore you must produce some other evidence than such rea- 


soning this, make credible, that all the the Bay 
oma (who know nothing either doctrinal practical religion, nor 
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much believe the Being God) with many more such like barbar- 
ous savages, have all them grace sufficient for their eternal 


(p. 81). 
argues the strongest terms that the race had its 
one probation Adam. 


has been universally received the Protestant churches that Adam 
was appointed God, the great instance his probation stand 
fall for his well himself: that had stood, they had 
stood But having fallen, they have fallen him, and his 
guilt and corruption descend all his natural There Har- 
mony their confession this Head: think might easily made 
appear. Nor there one Exception that know of” (p. 69). 


then goes argue against the sufficiency 
common grace salvation. 


The question here between you and me, this: Whether God has 
universally and indifferently given all men Grace for their 
eternal whether can obtain eternal Life, virtue 
our those aids Divine Grace, which are given man- 
kind least under the Gospel, without other and 
tinguishing Influences the God?—This you hold the 
Tin the question not about the 
external means under the Gospel, consider’d their place and order 
but about Grace, internal Help the Spirit, whether all men 


Jonathan Dickinson represents the broader Calvinism 
the American Presbyterian Church. would diffi- 
cult find many others that time who were gener- 
ous their Calvinism he. Jonathan Edwards much 


narrower. 1758 his treatise Sin’’ was 
published, which takes ground for the damnation 
infants the following plain language 


may not improper here add something (by way supple- 
ment this chapter, which have had occasion say much about 
the Adam’s sin) concerning the opinions two 
inconsiderable note among the dissenters England, relating 
partial imputation first sin, 

One them supposes that this sin, though truly infants, 
that thereby they are exposed proper yet not im- 
puted them such degree, that upon this account they should 
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liable punishment, Adam himself was, but only 
death, Adam himself, the immediate actor, being made 
infinitely more it, than his posterity, which would observe, 
that suppose, God imputes not the guilt Adam’s sin, but only 
some part it, relieves nothing but one’s imagination. think 
poor little bearing such torments for Adam’s sin, they some- 
times this world, and these torments ending death and annihila- 
tion, may sit easier the imagination, than conceive their suffer- 
ing eternal misery for it. But does not all relieve one’s reason. 
There rule reason that can supposed lie against imputing 
sin the whole it, which was committed one, another who did 
not personally commit it, but what will also lie against its being im- 
puted and punished For all the reasons (if there are any) lie 
against the not the guantity degree what 

The other divine thinks there truly imputation Adam’s sin, 
that cannot looked upon creatures; yet seems 
think the perfections God, make the state in- 
fants another world worse than state non-existence. But this 
appears plainly giving that grand point the Adam’s 
sin, both whole and part, For supposes not right, for 
God bring any child Adam, which innocent per- 
sonal sin, without paying for balancing with good; that still 
the state the child shall good, could demanded justice, 
case mere Which plainly supposes that the child not ex- 
posed any proper all, not all divine jus- 
tice, the account Adam’s 


Nathaniel Emmons also held the theory the dam- 
nation non-elect infants. says:— all the 
light can find Scripture this subject, seems 
the most probable opinion that renews only some 
those who die soon after they become morally depraved 
and think that any died before 
that time they were The younger Edwards 
would not admit that there were any elect among the 

These theologians represent the theology the Pres- 
byterian and Congregational churches the eighteenth 
century America. have never seen extract from 


American Calvinistic divine that century who be-. 


1Works President Edwards, Vol. ii. pp. 
2Works (1842), Vol. iv. pp. 510, 511. (1842), Vol. ii. 465. 
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lieved the salvation any the heathen, would 
any further than Jonathan Dickinson the doctrine 
the salvation infants. 


VI. THE NEW DOCTRINES. 


With the beginning the nineteenth century theology 
America began move rapidly forwards, and great 
conflicts were the result during the first half the cen- 
tury between the Old School, so-called, and the New 
School. But beneath these discussions still greater move- 
ments were taking place that are now showing them- 
selves. The intercourse and debates between the several 
denominations had great influence modifying the Cal- 
vinism the Congregational and Presbyterian churches. 

The divines the early decades the century were 
cautious their statements, but the third decade the 
ministry took bolder positions. One the earliest state- 
ments relating the salvation the heathen and infants 
was Dr. James Wilson Philadelphia 1827. 
takes the following position with reference infants 
dying infancy 

indisposition holiness universal character our na- 
ture; and infants inherit disease and death, the wages sin there must 
exist some connection between and our first parents, whereby are 
justly introduced into the world, his image and lapsed state, without 
our This doctrine plainly asserted the fifth chapter the 
Epistle the Romans and nevertheless does not follow, 
that any dying infancy are lost; since their salvation Christ 
more than 

Dr. Wilson also says with reference the salvation 
the heathen 


How far therefore the abominations the heathen can excused 
their dark and hopeless alienation, God alone must decide, nor does 
become us, without divine warrant, say they can have mercy 
(p. 74). 


When Presbytery are opinion, that the Scriptures have not as- 


1An Essay the Probation Fallen Man (Phila. 1827), 14. 
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serted the doctrine the unceremonious damnation the heathen; 
they ought allow this exception when required, either licensure 
ordination. The difficulty lies the answer Question the 
larger The correct answer presented it, must 
the negative, for certainly true, that obedience ours any law 
can save us. The assembly’s answer denying salvation any 
other, but Christ, But far does, though indirectly, 
that faith required those who never have heard the evi- 
dence, neither supported the Scriptures, nor reason (pp. 
102), 

The greater portion mankind has not yet had the offer Christ, 
but they pass through their state trial, and are judged. Must 
they all swept off perdition, for not believing that which has 
been impossible for them believe? Neither revelation, nor reason, 
unless are greatly mistaken, affirms this 106). 


Here Dr. Wilson takes exception the statement 
the Larger Catechism terms that anticipate the discus- 
sions recent times. 

Dr. Lyman Beecher 1828 the the Pil- 
grims wrote series articles show that the future 
punishment infants was not doctrine Calvinism. 
evidently did not know the writings his prede- 
cessors Boston 1690, the writings the West- 
minster divines this subject. His article simply 
landmark, showing that had now become the well-nigh 
universal belief that all infants dying infancy were 
saved. 

Dr. Archibald Alexander also seems have held this 
same opinion about the same time. the earliest 
ter Bishop Mead, which says 

infants, according the creed all reformed churches, are in- 
fected with original sin, they cannot, without regeneration, qualified 
for the happiness heaven. Children dying infancy, must therefore 
regenerated without the instrumentality the Word; and the 
Holy Scriptures have not informed that any the human family de- 
parting infancy will lost, are permitted that all such 
will 


. 


Arch. Alexander (1854), 584. 
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Dr. Alexander here advances beyond Dickinson and 
Wilson, and teaches new doctrine that reverses the posi- 
tion the Boston ministers Dickinson thought 
that the Scriptures left the question undetermined 
whether God would regenerate all dying infancy 
not. might that would not permit any but the 
elect die infancy. Alexander hopes that infants 
are saved because ‘‘the Holy Scriptures have not in- 
formed that any the human family dying infancy 
will The Boston ministers, the other hand, 
held God hath nowhere revealed that hath 
accepted the Satisfaction Christ for all that die in- 
fancy and where there revelation there ground 
for old Puritans demanded scriptural author- 
ity for article faith, but Dr. Alexander follows his 
hopes and his reason where the Scriptures are not his 
way. This shows total change attitude. 

Dr. Charles Hodge takes longer step advance. 
says: ‘‘If without personal participation the sin 
Adam, all men are subject death, may not hope 
that, without personal acceptance the righteousness 
Christ, all who die infancy are This again 
reverses the argument the Boston ministers, who say 
that infants ‘‘in their natural birth are under sentence 
condemnation dye,” because Adam’s sin trans- 
ferred upon them and his corruption communicated 
them, and that, ‘‘till their parents openly profess the 
gospel and submit it, long they abide their 
gentilism, their children were also unclean, and appar- 
ently lying under guilt and liable eternal death.” 
just their participation Adam’s sin that involves them 
eternal punishment. And only their personal 
participation the righteousness Christ through their 
believing parents that they can saved. This was the 
older Calvinism. new Calvinism that teaches that 


1Com. Romans (1864), 298. 
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there either subjection death without personal partici- 
pation Adam’s sin, salvation without personal par- 
ticipation the righteousness Christ. Dr. Hodge’s 
new Calvinism set forth this and other kindred 
statements, Dr, Landis has clearly shown, subverts 
the Reformed doctrine Original Sin and the Protestant 

Dr. Charles Hodge another passage expressly ex- 
empts infants from the exercise faith. 

Faith the condition justification. That is, far adults are 
concerned, God does not impute the righteousness Christ the sin- 
ner, until and unless, (through grace) receives and rests Christ 
alone for 

This new doctrine reaches its climax Dr. 
Hodge, who teaches that ‘‘in the justification, therefore, 
that majority the elect which die infancy, per- 
sonal faith does not And thus have the 
doctrine the universal salvation infants elaborated 
the expense the vital principle justification faith 
only, and the Augustinian doctrine original sin. 

interesting note the various ways explaining 
the phrase ‘‘elect infants dying infancy.” Dr. Shedd 
interprets this classical election all infants dying 
infancy. Dr. Patton tells that the 


teaches that only the elect will saved; that those 
the elect who are capable faith are saved faith; that 
the elect, such elect infants dying infancy, who are incapa- 
ble faith are saved without faith. The antithesis not between elect 
and non-elect infants, but between elect infants that die infancy and 
elect infants that not die 


This very remarkable exegesis. The Confession no- 
where teaches that there salvation those incapable 
faith without Calvinist has ever taught 
such doctrine. subverts the doctrine Justification 

1Landis, Doctrine Original Sin (1884), pp. seq., 254 


2Systematic Theology, Vol. iii. 118. Review (1878), 
Revision the Confession Faith, Pf. 
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faith only. the doctrine the Antinomians the 
seventeenth century that was expressly repudiated 
Westminster divines many passages their works. 
one the Antinomian features the new Calvinism 
the school Dr. Hodge. There nothing the con- 
text the tenth chapter suggest that there an- 
tithesis between elect infants dying infancy and elect 
infants that not die infancy. And even there 
were such antithesis, the implication would still remain 
that there are elect infants who not die infancy 
and non-elect infants who not die infancy, the 
same two classes elect and non-elect are among those 
who die infancy. The so-called that 
requires find our materials for the construction 
document within the four corners the document not 
sound principle for exegesis historical documents, and 
not recognized historical critics. But were 
sound principle, those who remind historians that ‘‘a 
great deal most valuable historical research becomes 
useless far the question confessional interpretation 
should also bear mind that great deal 
valuable dogmatic theorizing and speculation useless 
the interpretation what plainly stated between the 
two covers the book. 

That eminent Baptist theologian, Dr. Strong, 

unable recognize any salvation infants without faith, 
and accordingly takes the position that, 
there evidence that children dying infancy are regener- 
ated prior death, either with without the use external means, 
seems most probable that the work regeneration may performed 
the Spirit connection with the infant soul’s first view Christ the 
other 

Others look for probation for infants the middle 
state. Whatever view may take the time, place, 
and mode the infant’s ingrafting into Christ, evi- 


1Sytematic Theology (1886), p.357. 
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dent that the doctrine infant salvation will never settled 
until not only explain the regeneration the infant, 
but also the infant’s appropriation Christ faith, and 
the order salvation the infant’s conscious experience. 

Shedd teaches doctrine grace, connéction 
with his doctrine elect heathen, which novel among 
Calvinistic divines. says 

There not transgressor earth, Christendom heathen- 
dom, who not treated his Maker than deserves; who does 
not experience some degree the divine compassion........... This 
mercy the souls men universally, and ought move them repent 
sin and forsake it...... Common Grace great and undeserving mercy 
sinner, and would save him did not resist and frustrate 
Scripture denies that God under obligation follow His defeated 
common grace with His irresistible special 

Dr. Shedd says that common grace would save men 
they did not resist and frustrate it. The Westminister 
Confession teaches such doctrine. There nothing 
effectual common grace. There saving power 
according the older Calvinism, but only preparatory 
virtue leading saving grace. Dr. Dickinson expressly 
denies that God has universally and indifferently given 
all men grace sufficient for their eternal salvation.”’ 

The statement that God’s common grace has been 
strange one for Calvinist make. Can 
the sinner defeat God’s purpose redemption? 
can defeat common grace, why not also special grace 

There this doctrine Dr.Shedd tendency toward 
the modern doctrine that this life probation for all 
men, which remarkable accord with the Quaker Keith, 
but far beyond the mild statement Culverwell his 
Nature.” Dr. Morris, however, the 
height this departure from the Older Calvinism 
theory that— 


some way other, and some extent other, God actually 


1Presbyterian and Reformed Review, pp. 
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trying and testing every human being who has reached moral conscious- 
ness the great alternatives right wrong, duty pleasure, obe- 
dience disloyalty Him, and that ‘‘the multitudes whom the Great 
Swiss reformer anticipated seeing the celestial life may, the large 
grace God bringing them repentance and obedience during their 
earthly pilgrimage, possibly attain with that beatific 


Dr. Morris nearer George Keith this point than 
the great Swiss reformer. 

will clear from this sketch the history opinion 
that the views the Boston ministers 1690 and the 
Westminster divines 1646, the matters discussed 
this paper, have been abandoned the Presbyterian and 
Congregational churches our day, and that the views 
advocated the Quakers Penn and Keith have prevailed, 
and are now the common doctrines our churches, 


there Salvation after pp. 166, 190. 
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ARTICLE 


CRITICAL NOTES. 
SECOND TIMOTHY III. 16. 


THE REV. PROFESSOR ISRAEL DWINELL, D.D., 
PACIFIC THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, 


crucial passage. Gibraltar commanding the entrance 
the doctrine inspiration Scripture. who holds that the Bible 
contains revelation—things inspired God—seeks make this pas- 
sage favor his idea. who believes that the Bible whole the 
word God resorts this for proof. the battle rages about this pas- 
sage. 

The Received Version reads: Scripture given inspiration 
God, and profitable the Revision: All Scripture given in- 
spiration God also profitable.” The commentators are divided 
opinion. Ellicott, Wette, Van Oosterzee, Bengel, and many others, 
including those with higher views inspiration generally, make 
predicate, interpreting all Scripture inspired.” Grotius, 
Rosenmiiller, Heinrichs, Hofmann, Alford, and most persons with weak 
views ofinspiration, make attributive the ancient ver- 
sions, the Peshito and the Vulgate omit the and course consider 
attributive. Murdock’s translation the Peshito 
All Scripture that inspired the Spirit, also profitable.” 

interpreting this passage, the first thing considered the 
meaning According the custom that time, this word 
when applied religious subjects among the Jews always referred the 
writings the Old Testament, though there evidence that the term 
was beginning extended among the Christians such the New 
Testament writings had then been produced and recognized author- 
itative for example, the apostle Paul, Tim. 18, says: The 
ture saith, Thou shalt not muzzle the that treadeth out the corn,’’ 
quoting from Deuteronomy, and then adds, quoting Christ’s words re- 
corded Luke laborer worthy his hire.” Some 
Christ’s words, then, had already become And Peter iii. 


VOL. XLVII. NO. 


Critical Notes. 


16, the writer, speaking the Epistles the apostle Paul, says, that 
there are some things them which they that are unlearned and un- 
stable wrest, they also the other Scriptures.” 

Though there are indications gradual enlargement the scope 
the word include sacred writings the New Tes- 
tament, almost always refers the Old This true the 
word whether singular plural. the fifty-one times which 
used the New Testament, with the exception the two mentioned 
above, refers exclusively the Old Testament some portion it, 
This the use which our Saviour made the word. fact, almost 
seems thought there were other writings quoted. 
When confronts Satan, his temptation, referring the authority 

The apostle speaks Scripture equally absolutely—‘‘ The Scripture 
hath included all under There significant passage Rom. xv. 
things were written aforetime were written for our learning, 
that through patience and through comfort the Scriptures might 
have hope.” That must include all the contents the sacred books, 
This the passage which Meyer regards explaining the meaning 
our passage, all Scripture being equal whatsoever 
things were written 

means, however, not much the whole Scripture, 
all Scripture viewed its totality, every Scripture viewed its indi- 
vidual constituent parts. 

This expression immediately followed, without cop- 
ula, The question is, Are both 
these predicates? safe say there absolutely nothing the 
Greek here used hint that they are not. Further, 
were intended attributive should properly have the 
article before it. The law the Greek language requires this. Butt- 
mann says: adjective without the article, standing either before 
after noun with the article, have before 
adjective without the article, standing noun. The noun with- 
out the article, true, but has equivalent, Therefore the 
adjective should interpreted adjectively, the same way and for the 
same reason that is, 

Again, unless there something indicate the contrary, xat natur- 
ally conjunction connecting the two words. There something 
strained, the absence such indication, considering adverb, 
making surrender its natural function connective, and.lean meek- 
giving feeble support. Such interpretation would 
never have been suggested Greek scholar the Greek the pas- 


sage. 
Grammar New Test. Greek, 124. 
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The first suggestion this interpretation supposed have been 
from the absence the conjunction some the early versions and 
some the writings the Christian Fathers. modern times 
seems have been adopted, some cases, for dogmatic reasons. But 
there doubt about the correctness the text stands, one 
questioning it. 

Further, when regard adverb, leave the meaning still 
ambiguous. may mean, Any Scripture God also profit- 
able;” Every Scripture, being point fact inspired God, 
also profitable.” Possibly some the Revisers may have had this latter 
interpretation mind voting for the reading put the text. While 
the majority have put Every Scripture inspired God 
the text, they have put the margin Every Scripture inspired 
God, and showing that there was unanimity the body. 
those who believed that used predicatively, had suc- 
ceeded having the phrase, “inspired separated commas 
from the rest the passage, that punctuation would have indicated the 
fact. would have read, that case, Every Scripture, inspired 
God, also and that would mean Every Scripture, being 
fact inspired God, also But not punctuated; 
and the punctuation indicates that used attribu- 
tive, limiting the meaning They may, however, some 
them, have intended interpret the other way, and voted for the 
Revision, though they failed punctuate such way indicate 
their For this the reading and the interpretation 
Meyer. argues this way: There reason for directing atten- 
tion the fact that the whole Scripture There 
was doubt that point (viz., that the Scripture and not 
part was inspired God), but the point whether the Scriptures 

But such interpretation does not harmonize with the apostle’s habit 
thinking and writing. too subtle and nice. wrote right on, 
and put two predicates side side the same construction without 
hesitation, though logically the first might the ground reason, and 
the second the consequence, 

Rev. Thomas Potwin shows the October, 10, 1889, 
that the apostle has habit using adjectives pairs predicates. 
cites twenty-seven Seven these (Rom. 12; xiv. 18; 
Cor, xii. 30; Cor. 10; Tim. 15; ii. are connected 
and without copula, the case before us. Yet one 
these seven passages has any interpreter ever suggested that the first 
attributive, and xat adverb, though, far the Greek con- 


loco. 
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cerned, there would much reason for doing any one the 
seven, with the exception Cor, 10, asin the passage Second 
Timothy. not only wrench the Greek, but wrest the habit 
St. Paul, when make adverb and attributive, 

Besides, cannot imagine that writer bold and positive the 
apostle, had wished throw the contents Scripture into two di- 
visions, one which considered inspired and authoritative and the 
other uninspired and unauthoritative, suggest that any such dis- 
tinction was made thought, would have used Greek which, nat- 
urally interpreted, means that this respect there but one kind, and 
that all inspired. had desired hurl his spear through por- 
tion Scripture destitute divine authority, would have left 
uncertainty about the direction and quality the shivering 

The improbability this increased the fact that suspicion 
the want inspiration cast any other sacred writer any integral 
portion Scripture. look vain elsewhere for any suggestion 
the sort. Clearly this passage should interpreted harmony witk 
the habitual practice the sacred writers, unless the Greek positively 
inconsistent with such interpretation; whereas, fact, the Greek itself 
requires this interpretation, 

What this passage teaches, therefore, the inspiration Scripture 
its constituent parts, has reference the objective fact—the inspira- 
tion the books books, 

But while does not directly state the inspiration the writers 
the method inspiration, yet the word hints both. 
This does not suggest mechanical method—giving words, even, nec- 
essarily, but method spiritual suggestion and quickening, 
co-working under and with the firm activity man; dynamic move- 
ment God and man both, the two working jointly and inseparably 
produce 

very much regretted that, age when there much 
disposition question the authority Scripture and weaken its claims, 
the Revisers should have failed give clearly what feel must have 
been the apostle’s thought this important passage. 


II, 


THE REVISERS AND THE GENERAL SUPPOSITION. 
THE REV. GEORGE GILMORE, BROOKLYN, 
LATE KOREAN ROYAL COLLEGE, SEOUL, KOREA, 
THE following study submitted with all deference the scholarly 
attainments the body men who revised the translation the New 
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Testament, and with due appreciation the difficulties their task, 
acknowledged that principles may have guided them dealing with 
the particular form condition are discuss this paper which 
are unapparent. possible that subtle understanding the text 
which has not made itself known was present them; and that 
what looks like inconsistency and lack perception the difference 
between future and general suppositions really only profounder 
knowledge Greek syntax. such the case, apologise ad- 
vance, and shall suffer, the disapproval scholars, the consequences 
our rashness questioning the accuracy part their work. 
Hence offer this examination with the desire contribute more 
accurate knowledge the New Testament, and not hypercritical 
spirit faultfinding. 

Every student Greek aware that there are two kinds condi- 
tional sentence which the forms the protasis may exactly the 
These are what Professor Goodwin (whom follow closely) 
calls the vivid future’’ and present suppositions, Both take 
édy and the subjunctive the protasis; but the former takes future 
form the apodosis, the latter requires present form expressive 
continuance repetition. evident, therefore, that when find 
protasis containing subjunctive joined with can determine 
whether future vivid present general (in Hellenistic Greek also 
past general, since the optative little used) only noting the tense 
meaning the apodosis. must also take cognizance the fact that 
temporal and conditional relative protases containing can and are 
classified under those forms condition, One point further. 
principle classic Greek that ordinary protasis the (present) sub- 
junctive refers the future; the supposition sub- 
junctive indefinite its time:” and that ordinary protasis the (ao- 
rist) subjunctive refers the future; re- 
fers indefinite time represented That is, the sense the 
condition determined the tense meaning the apodosis. other 
words, there ground Greek for aorist sub- 
junctive general supposition future. presume that rea- 
treat Hellenistic Greek far possible like classic Greek. 
That is, are assume that when Hellenistic writer wrote condi- 
tional sentence the general form, meant that, and not future. 

examination all the passages the New Testament where are 
found instances the present general supposition, shows that, when the 
present tense used the protasis, present form has invariably been 
employed the Revisers translating it; but that the aorist has been 
translated the present, the future, and the perfect definite. There 
warrant, perhaps, for the employment the last, the fact that some 


1Goodwin, Moods and Tenses, and 20. 
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New Testament writers not distinguish between the perfect and the 
The present is, however, the normal translation protases 
this But the purpose this paper call attention the fact 
that aorist well present subjunctive general suppositions should 
represented present form English, and that there warrant 
the construction use the future; and that, find this 
form translated, mistake has been made. the following twenty- 
one passages, the Revisers, following the main the Authorized Ver- 
sion, have retained the future form the Revised Version: 11; 
32; xi. xii. xviii. xviii. xix, xxiii. 16; 18; Mark 
iii, 37; 12; Luke 22; vii, 23; ix. 48; 22; 38; 
Acts ii. 39; John iv. 15; Cor. 15. 

Professor Goodwin, later section, says: present past sup- 
position said when the protasis refers any- 
one class acts, and not definite act definite series 
acts. The apodosis must express customary repeated action 
eral noticeable that none the instances cited Profes- 
sor are translated future. have already agreed that 
this respect Hellenistic Greek judged the canons the 
classic language; and that being so, are driven Professor Good- 
win’s statement the principle conclude that the translation ao- 
rist subjunctive this kind condition future incorrect. Such 
rendering does damage two ways; suggests English reader 
reference the future which not the original, and presents 
awkward incongruity between protasis the future and apodosis 
the present, perplexes the Greek scholar reading the English ver- 
sion suggesting vivid future’’ condition and then furnishing 
apodosis the present. 

Matt. xi. the Revisers read, Blessed whosoever 
none occasion for stumbling.” The immediate context Jesus’ reply 
John the Baptist’s inquiry, thou that Jesus tells 
what had been, and then was going —‘‘the blind their sight, 
the lame the lepers ave etc. (all presents). Then comes 
Blessed he,’’ etc. Our Saviour here must understood making 
statement good for all time, past and future, that, considered either 
exegetically grammatically, the present would better convey the 

Taking another example, John 15, read, Whosoever 
confess that Jesus the Son God, God etc. John that 
chapter speaking state things that had already begun and 
was abide. Exegetically and grammatical grounds, the rendering 
would closer the original, and more accord with the context, 
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Space will not allow examine length each the twenty-one 
cases cited above; but are convinced that all them can and 
strict accuracy ought amended the line here suggested. most 
careful and painstaking study has convinced that here, least, faith- 
fulness the original has been sacrificed hesitation change the 
tense the Authorized Version. The Revisers have abundantly reeog- 
nized the fact that the present English faithfully represents the aorist 
subjunctive this condition, (See Luke xii. 54; Matt. 46, 47; John 
44, etc.) 

Why, then, have these futures been retained? Perhaps there 
pointer Mark ix. 37. Here have two conditions the same form 
the same verse, one which have the aorist and the other 
the present. The Revisers read, Whosoever receive one such 
little children name, receiveth me; and whosoever me, 
receiveth not me, but him that sent me.” The change from future 
present attempt render the differences the tenses the 
But have already seen that the apodosis determines the form the 
condition, and Professor Goodwin authority for the fact that present 
condition not translatable the future. this case proves anything, 
proves the littleness the difference between the aorist and present 
subjunctive this form condition, for both conditions can 
ent only, and neither can legitimately rendered the fu- 
ture. turn the parallel, Luke ix. 48, find the aorist used 
both conditions. 

fact noted that the most numerous occurrences this 
translation the aorist future are where have indefinite rela- 
tives. temporal conditions translated, have three; 
alone with the subjunctive, four; but indefinite relatives, fourteen. 
And this the stranger from the fact that indefinite relative being 
used should have suggested general (or present) rather than future 
rendering, for these pronouns lend themselves most readily general 
statement. 

should like say word the translation the perfect definite, 
but have already overstepped our limits. suggest those who are 
studying the New Testament—those who are teaching and those who 
are learning—that careful examination this matter made; and 
found that the ground taken this article correct, little will 
have been contributed toward more faithful knowledge the letter 
the Word. 


the light the foregoing investigation appears that the remark 
Professor Goodwin (Moods and Tenses, edition 1890, 446) that 
Authorised has either the subjunctive the future 
indicative future conditions, and the subjunctive present condi- 
does not cover all the B.] 


a 
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SHADDAI. 


THE THOMAS LAURIE, D., PROVIDENCE, 


WHEN Abraham was ninety and nine years old, the Lord appeared un- 
him, and said, God Almighty; walk before me, and thou per- 
fect. Gen. xvii. compare xxviii. xxxv. 14: 
xlix, 25. The Hebrew reads, and our English 
versions rendered above; the new version here being precisely 
the same King James’ translation. Gesenius makes Shaddai plura- 
excellentiae from Shad, mighty, powerful; but the latter word 
not found his lexicon all, though word the same form ren- 
dered violence, oppression, also, desolation, destruction. also de- 
rives Shaddai from the root which translates practise vio- 
lence, oppress, destroy, lay waste, desolate. this the 
correct derivation then does not mean the omnipotent 
God, but the destroying desolating God, which hardly true de- 
scription Him who Love. 

may take for granted that the Hebrew can furnish better der- 
ivation for the word; for, could, doubt Gesenius would have 
discovered it. Let then turn the Assyrian, and see can obtain 
any help from that language means mountains, 
and would the regular adjective form as, Gimirraa Gimir- 
from Gimiru (Gomer), from Mutsur (Egypt), Heb. Mits- 
and objected that has the reduplicated, while Shadu 
has not, may replied, that, The Inscriptions Western 
iii, 14, 42, find Martsu, instead the more common Shadu 
Martsu rugged mountain). This derivation one proposed Pro- 
fessor Friedrich Delitzsch, and Professor Sayce says 
that Professor Friedrich Delitzsch right proposing see 

Assyrian the explanation the Hebrew title the Deity, 
ment (Ps. xviii. 2).” proper add, however, that some Assyriolo- 
gists doubt the correctness this derivation. 

But supposing the correct one,—and yet have none better,— 
then the meaning would be, the God possessed the characteristics 
And that the Assyrians associated the idea mountain 
with their great God, manifest from the fact that Asshur, the head 
the Assyrian Pantheon, called Shadu radu great 

The question arises, How did the idea God become associated 
the minds the Assyrians with mountain? 


1Hibbard Lectures, 407. 


2The Inscriptions Western Asia, Smith’s History Sennache- 
rib, ii. 


1890. Critical Notes. 


understand this must bear mind that first men did not pos- 
sess the written word, which are indebted for our most precious 
views God. Abraham, for example, had part Holy Scripture 
now our hands, unless, indeed, might some the ancient 
traditions which Moses may have employed composing his writings. 

But feeling their hearts that God was great, they could find bet- 
ter illustration that greatness than the great mountain which before 
their eyes towered massive greatness the heavens. The idea 
greatness found more fitting representation their thought 
than the Hence was the adjective that suggested 
itself most naturally when speaking them. See Ps. xxxvi. Dan. ii. 
the same things might said the high mountains. See 
Deut. xii. Isa. Ezek. xxxiv. this connection the utter- 
ance the prophet (Isa. 15) very striking: dwell the high 
and holy place, with him also that contrite and humble spirit.” 
Hence their minds the great God was best described Shaddai. 

Again, their hearts they felt that God was all-powerful, and how 
could they better express this attribute God than picturing him 
the being who his strength setteth fast the mountains, being girded 
with (Ps. overturneth the mountains the 
(Job xxviii. 9)? who weighed the mountains (Isa. 
xl, 12; compare Amos iv, 13; Hab. iii. 10)? Certainly 
have here much better and more natural derivation the idea all- 
powerful, than obtain from the term denoting violence and oppres- 
sion. 

those ancient saints felt that God endured, while man passed away 
beautifully expressed Heb. 12, “They shall perish, but 
thou continuest and they all shall wax old doth garment ;.. but 
thou art the same, and thy years shall not and how grandly this 
attribute set forth the aid the mountains when the prophet 
chants (Hab. iii. 6), stood, and measured the earth: beheld, and 
drove asunder the nations: and the eternal mountains were scattered, 
the everlasting hills did bow: (but) his goings were old!” 

also ancient times violence and wrong, God was felt the 
refuge his people, and here also the mountains readily lent themselves 
set forth this most precious view God, Not only are number 
mountains represented enclosing the dwelling, the abode his saints 
their secure protection (Ps, 2), but Isa. ii. the mountain 
the Lord’s house established that safest, because most inaccessible, 
place, the top the mountains, and while the Psalmist turns his en- 
emies, saying xi. 1), the Lord put trust: How say 
says (Ps, xxx. 7), Lord thy power hast made mountain 
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that, even though the idea righteousness not directly suggested 
the mountains, yet when good man cast down the sight 
abounding wickedness, and human appearances goodness that turn 
out only appearances, turns God, saying (Ps, xxxvi. 6), 
righteousness like the great solid, and enduring 
through the ages. 

may objected all this, that worship the mountains, and 
burning incense the high places, are practices severely condemned 
the Old Testament. Yes; when men became fools and changed the 
glory the incorruptible God for the likeness image corrupti- 
ble man, and birds, and four-footed beasts, and creeping God 
reproached them for their folly, and sought obliterate all traces 
from the land which had set apart for himself, But the very fact that 
mountains were man’s first temples, shows how intimately associated 
they were with the idea God. was mountain that God gave 
the law Israel. was mountain top that the temple was erected 
and vast substructures were built furnish foundation broad 
enough for the structure; and, though the time coming when neither 
Mount Gerizim nor yet Jerusalem shall men worship the Father, yet 
that does not forbid that, the first, meant just here 
represented. 


IV. 
DILIGO AND AMO. 


THE REV. PROFESSOR FRANK FOSTER, PH. D., 
OBERLIN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


TURNING the pages Augustine few days since for another purpose, 
chanced fall upon the passage the City God, Bk. xiv. ch. 
which discusses the relations and amo: Professor Ballantine 
has that there the New Testament difference be- 
tween the words and specially commented 
upon the distinctions drawn Trench, and applied the passage, 
John xxi. Trench grounded his whole distinction upon sugges- 
tions derived from the Latin terms and amo, diligo expressing ‘‘a 
more reasoning attachment, choice and selection,” amo rather that 
which more the feelings natural affections, im- 
plies more The Augustinian passage therefore quite the 
point, and will found, believe, not only afford subsidiary proof 
Professor Ballantine’s position, but undermine Trench’s whole argu- 


Bibliotheca Sacra, July, 1889, 524 seq. 
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pity the Archbishop did not see this, for refers the 
and states that Augustine denies any distinction between amor, 
dilectio, and but apparently did not examine the context 
carefully enough see that militates against his whole theory, and 

note that Augustine commenting upon the principal passage, John 
xxi. and here, well elsewhere, denies that there any dif- 
ference between the used translate and the amo used for 

discussing the moral quality actions, and lays down 
the principle: hominis] perversa est, perversos habebit hos mo- 
tus; autem recta est, non solum verum etiam erunt. 
Voluntas est omnibus: imo omnes nthil aliud voluntates 
tions] And after has completed his discussion, sums all 
up: voluntas est bonus amor, voluntas perversa malus 
The treatment here falls the line all Augustine’s work, which was de- 
signed lay emphasis upon the will, and ascribe character entirely 
solid foundation for responsibility and for the punishment 
the wicked was obtained. 

Some had taken different view. They had attempted make dis- 
tinction between the words and the one hand, and amor 
_on the other, the love right and God were something differ- 
ent nature from the love will remembered that Trench, 
¢., 40) declares that men are never commanded God. 
The only possible significance this for his purpose that im- 
proper word express the love men for God; but used thus, 
Professor Ballantine has shown these Latin authors 
whom Augustine was opposing had tried make out that the love 
men for God and their love for evil were different kind, and that this 
was expressed the employment different words. Augustine refutes 
them quoting the passage John xxi. 15-17. The change between 
and amo the Latin text noted carefully Trench himself 
would have noted it, and then Augustine adds: intelligimus 
etiam cum dicebat Dominus ‘Diligis me?’ aliud dicebat ‘Amas 
me?’ non mutavit hujus unius rei verbum, sed etiam tertio 
ne,’ ‘tu omnia scts, scis guia amo 

That say, the distinction between and amo, which appears 
etymologically founded, and which was probably felt one time 
the careful users the language, had ceased regarded before 
the time Augustine, that saw difference the two 
Latin words this passage, and though had brought before him 
distinction which for rhetorical purposes and for ‘‘subtle and delicate 
play was good that which Trench attempts establish 
between and refused adopt it, and declared the 


1Synonyms (ed. 1871), 42. 
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words have the same This declaration even repeats 
another connection, his regular commentary upon the Gospel John 
loco these words: demonstratur unum atque esse 
amorem This distinction,” then, have let 
and which the Vulgate the help and amo has 
was one which Augustine, educated rhetorician, whom the Latin 
was the mother tongue, denied his day—and was 
Jerome, the reviser the Itala translations, and the creator the Vul- 
gate—to exist. 

But Augustine goes step further than this. proceeds, like Pro- 
fessor Ballantine, take the ground from under the feet the first rep- 
resentatives the Trench school criticism. goes show that 
the usage the Latin Bible against the distinction, that, mat- 
ter fact, the Vulgate does not it. His words, though 
they are directed against slightly different theory from Trench’s, are 
good for one for the other. enim dilectionem accipi- 
endam esse bono, amorem malo, Sic autem nec ipsos auctores saecula- 
litterarum locutos esse certissimum est, Sed viderint philosophi utrum 
vel gua ratione ista discernant. Amorem tamen eos bonis rebus erga 
sum Deum magni pendere, libri satis Sed Scripturas re- 
nostrae, auctoritatem caeteris litteris anteponimus, 
non aliud discere amorem, aliud dilectionem vel charitatem,insinuandum 
Nam amorem bono dici jam ostendimus, Sed quis existimet amorem 
quidem bono malo, dilectionem autem nonnisi bono esse dicendum, 
tllud atiendat Psalmo scriptum est: ‘Qui autem diligit 
odit animam suam,’ apostoli Joannis: ‘Si dilexerit mundum, 
est dilectio Patris uno loco dilectio bono malo. 
Amorem malo bono jam ostendimus) flagitet, 
quod scriptum est: ‘Erunt enim homines tpsos amantes, amatores 
how such sentence this: nos sed ipsum amemus? 
joining sinful love self with holy love Jesus Christ one breath 
and under the one verb ‘‘amo,’’ could have been written upon Trench’s 
theory the usage these words, impossible see. And with 
the distinction between and amo, that between and 


disappears. 


THE AORIST PARTICIPLE ROMANS AND GAL. III. 12. 


THE REV. PROFESSOR BALLANTINE, 
OBERLIN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


these two passages Paul quotes from Lev. xviii. which reads 


1Tract. upon John above cited. 
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full: shall therefore keep statutes, and judgments: which 
man do, shall live them: the The literal trans. 
lation the Hebrew the words quoted Paul is, which the [a] 
man shall and shall live The Septuagint version, which 

The question naturally arises, How did the LXX. come render the 
Hebrew future indicative the Greek aorist participle? Was from 
simple grossness and failure feel the delicate distinctions Hebrew 
and Greek just the The Septuagint trans- 
lators felt the period be, just what is, general future supposition. 
The full typical form for the protasis such period would have been 
But they had also perfect right, according 
the laws Greek syntax, condense such protasis into the form 
the aorist participle regularly representing the aorist subjunctive. 

his principle has been only recently discovered, but now fully recog- 
nized grammarians. Professor Goodwin, the new edition his 
Greek Moods and Tenses, which has just appeared, says When 
participle represents the protasis, its always that which the 
verb itself would have stood the indicative, subjunctive 
473 says: future participle not used represent the 
future indicative future The present and aorist participles, 
when they represent the present and aorist subjunctive, express future 
conditions, thus making the future participle Accord- 
ingly, the most precise rendering the words they the LXX. 
is, Whatsoever man shall them shall live The most pre- 
cise rendering Rom, is, Moses writeth that whatsoever 
man shall the righteousness which the law shall live 
The most precise rendering Gal. 12, is, And the law not 
but, Whosoever shall them shall But English 
consciousness not very sensitive the difference between 
and and use the present freely future protases. In- 
deed, the indefiniteness our present corresponds more nearly the 
indefiniteness the aorist subjunctive than does our future. Therefore 
the translations which stand the Authorized and Revised versions may 
looked upon practically exact. 

commentator the New Testament, far, has perceived the 
reason for the occurrence the aorist here, which justifies our present 
translation. Wette renders the present indicative, 
Bengel renders the present participle, doing 
The later more scientifically exact commentators, Alford, Ellicott, and 
Godet, render, hath They not indicate whether they 
regard the action the participle past the speaker’s present 
the action the leading verb (future perfect). Meyer more precisely 
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renders, who shall have done (wer gethan haben evi- 
dently has mind only the general principle that the aorist participle 
denotes action prior that the leading verb, not the so-called future 
perfect force the subjunctive represented the The New 
Testament grammars Winer, Buttmann, Green, and others have, 
course, not word explanation. 

This principle syntax was first applied the interpretation the 
New Testament the present writer article the 
Sacra for April, 1889 (page 342), and several previously unaccount- 
able aorist participles were satisfactorily explained equivalent sub- 
junctives the protases present future suppositions. The peculiar 
interest the passage now under discussion arises from the fact that 
with the Hebrew original before have independent and striking 
proof that Hellenistic Greek aorist participle such situation 
was felt express the future. 


THE EXAMINATIONS THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE 
SACRED LITERATURE. 


are indebted the fertile invention the Principal Schools 
the American Institute Sacred Literature, who has already done 
much for the promotion biblical studies, whether learned popular, 
for another plan full the promise and potency general 
This the offer examinations the close the year upon the por- 
tion Scripture covered the International Sunday-School Lessons— 
this year the Gospel Luke. The papers set are four grades, 
termed respectively elementary, progressive, and advanced, 
thus providing for the students every class from the youngest 
the most mature. The examinations will held simultaneously all 
partsof the world the thirtieth December. Those who pass will 
receive certificates, which will two grades, and according 
proficiency. 

The plan, will seen, while modest statement, simple and 
practical operation, and, vigorously pushed, course will be, 
just needed double the value the Bible work the year 
thousands. the line the Chautauqua idea, bringing 
small and remote communities, and even individuals, direct contact and 
communication with the centre. supplies what people most need 
suggestion and encouragement and definite directions for work. Noth- 
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ing could farther from sectarianism than the plan setting people 
studying the Bible for themselves, and then merely asking them questions 
about what they have discovered. Yet nothing could command more 
hearty approval from Christians every school doctrine. This 
one thosesteps the direction practical Christian union which 
are hopeful because they demand concessions and raise divisive 
questions. 

The honest, prayerful study God’s Word the hope the future: 
through the truth that the individual and the community are 
superficial topical study Scripture promises little; since 
disconnected texts may always found confirm views already formu- 
lated. But the deliberate purpose and effort the part many read 
consecutively whole books taking everything its connection and at- 
tending the precise thought the sacred writer, cannot fail lead 
general enlargement and correction religious opinions. Many truths 
seldom heard from the pulpit will start into prominence and new duties 
will press upon the conscience. Let the young people America en- 
gage largely for years preparing for these examinations, and shall 
have developed countless centres such fruitfulness Christian experi- 
ence and new forms Christian activity world yet seen. 

The bearing this work upon that our theological seminaries 
obvious. The most serious difficulty now met securing real scholar- 
ship the ignorance the students what should have been learned 
earlier years about the English Bible. take time for this 
abandon the study the profounder questions Criticism and Theology 
This scheme examinations looks like the beginning solution 
the problem. 


WORD EXPLANATION. 


WHEN this number the Sacra was little more than half 
printed, fire the office destroyed the type and some the copy. 
This accounts for the delay, well for the change the fonts 
type and for the deficiency Book 
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